TEL AVIV (AP) — One of die compromises floated by the 
United States in Israel-Syria peace talks was to deploy Syrian tanks 
without ammunition on the Golan Heights, an Israeli daily said 
Wednesday. The proposal would allow Syria to save face, but 
undermine its ability to launch a surprise attack on Israel Israel 
Has demanded a demilitarised zone on the Golan Heights in the 
event of an Israeli withdrawal as part of a land-fdr-peace 
agreement. Haaretz said that the U.S. proposal was raised in 
during the June 1995 meeting between the Israeli and Syrian chiefs 
pf staff. It was not dear if the proposal would be on the agenda 
when Israeb-Syrian peace talks resume in Maryland next week. 
The editor of a Syrian government-run newspaper said Wednesday 
that Israel must do more than make "positive statements" about 
its declared desire to accelerate the pace of peace talks with Syria. 
**In order to guarantee the success of the next round of peace talks * 
there must be a transfer from the rhetorical statements to a stage 
of serious work to ensure the components of a just and lasting 
peace," wrote Mohammad Kheir A1 Wadi, editor of the Tishrin 
daily. Peres: Peace possible this year, page 12 


An independent Arab political daily put 
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France: Overall peace within reach 

BEIRUT (AP) — Dedaring that a comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East is within reach, France's foreign minister Wednesday 
wound up a visit to Lebanon during which he sought a role for his 
country in a settlement. ‘Tm optimistic. T think peace is within 
reach," Herve de Charette told reporters at the end of his talks in 
Beirut before heading for Damascus. “It seems to me that today 
we're doser than any other day to a common desire to resolve all 
the difficulties and problems,’’ he told a news conference at the 
presidential palace in suburban Baabda. Mr. De Charette said he 
expect wl Lebanese-Israeli negotiations to resume and urged a 
reduction in tension and violence. Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez said after meeting the French minister Tuesday that 
Paris has offered to participate in any peacekeeping force that may 
be needed if Lebanon and Israel sign a peace treaty. However, he 
said it was premature to discuss the subject further before the 
resumption of Lebanon's peace negotiations with Israel. 
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massive victory’ Israel keen to make economic 
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iSrsESS success of peace with Jordan 

ion of a Palestinian president t\ If* * r l , n 

Peres speaks of warmest feelings and respect for 
Jordan, says dividends of peace are slow but sure 

"King Hussein captured the heart of Israelis' 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Yasser Arafat will 
win a landslide 80 pier cent of 
the vote in Saturday's elec- 
tion of a Palestinian president 

and self-rule council, boosted 
by solid backing from suppor- 
ters of Hamas, according to a 
poll released. The survey, 
carried out by the indepen- 
dent Palestinian research 
group JMCC for Israeli pub- 
■ lie television, indicated that 
Mr. Arafat would take 80.7 
per cent in the presidential 
race against 7.2 per cent for 
his only challenger, West 
Bank scoial activist Samiha 
Khalil. The poll said that 62 
per cent of those queried who 
identified themselves as sup- 
porters of Hamas indicated 
they would vote for Mr. Ara- 
fat. 

Israel expects 
Pope by 1997 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — A 
long-awaited visit by Pope 
John Paul II to Israel may 
come as early as this year, an " 
Israeli cabinet member said 
Wednesday after talks with 
the pontiff. "It is more likely . 
to -take place in 1997, but I 
don't exclude 1996,” Shimon 
Shetreet, minister of religious 
affairs, told reporters. The 
Vatican provided no details 
of their meeting. The Pope 
accepted a formal invitation 
made nearly two years ago by 
the late Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. He has said 
often he wants to go but has 
not set a date. 


former Qatari emir 
lold Cairo talks 

CAIRO (AFP) — President 
losni Mubarak and the for- 
ner emir of Qatar held talks 
vith a Bahraini official 
Wednesday in meetings sug- 
gesting deepening divisions in 
-he Gulf. Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
iamad A1 Thani arrived 
Tuesday for a three-day visit 
md was met by Mr. Mubarak 
it the airport. He has been 
curing Arab countries re- 
cently to tell their leaders he 
ntends to return to power in 
3atar. In an unexpected 
risit, Bahraini Information 
Minister Mohammad Ibra- 
lim Mutawe visited Cairo 
Wednesday and met Sheikh 
.Chalifa. He reportedly com- 
plained about Qatar Telvi- 
ioR. Earlier this week, the 
elevision station, which is 
videly watched in the Gulf, 
nterviewed Shiite oppositi- 
on leaders from Bahrain and 
umounced that it will inter- 
dew Saudi dissidents soon. 


Clinton behind 
Dole in latest poll 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
fresident Bill Clinton would 
ose out with just 48 per cent 
>f the vote against 49 per cent 
or Republican Bob Dole if a 
presidential election were 
ield now, a poll released 
Wednesday found. The USA 
Today/CNN/Gallup poll is 
he second in two weeks to 
how Mr. Clinton trailing the 
Republican presidential 
lopeful. Last month the pres- 
cient held a wide lead. In a 
Dec. 18 poll, he enjoyed 52 
>er cent support against 43 
«r cent for Mr. Dole, the 
Senate majority leader. 
According to the latest, 46 
rer cent of Americans 
ipprove of the way Mr. Clin* 
»□ has worked while 47 per 
sent disapprove. 


Rocket stolen from 
Cyprus military depot 

'flCOSIA (AFP) — Thieves 
lave stolen anti-tank rockets 
md grenades from a Cypriot 
hmy depot, the official news 
‘gency CNA reported 
Wednesday. It said 78 gre- 
lades and three rockets had 
lisappeared from a depot 
lear the southern coastal 
own of Laraaca. A Cypriot 
mmy spokesman said an in- 
luiry had been launched, 
fte authorities fear the theft 
nay be linked to a wave of 
mderworid violence that has 
taken the normally sleepy 
sland, in which President 
Slafcos Clerides has impli- 
■*ted the police force. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

-ISRAEL HAS very warm 
feelings towards Jordan and 
is determined to help the 
Kingdom and make an eco- 
nomic success of the state of 
the peace between the two 
countries. Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres has 
said. 

Mr. Peres also paid high 
tribute to His Majesty King 
Hussein and said the 
Monarch had captured the. 
hearts of the Israeli people, 
particularly with the visit he 
paid to the Jewish state on 
Jan. 10. 

“His Majesty has shown 
what a civilised leader can do 
for his people,” Mr. Peres 
said in an interview with the 
Jordan Times at his office in 
West Jerusalem. “(The King) 
came specially to visit two 
injured pilots, spent the day, 
(and) he was very moved," 
the prime minister said of His 
Majesty's visit to Israel, 
where he also visited two 
Jordanian soldiers under- 
going treatment. ' 

Mr. Peres said the Israeli 
people were moved by the 
King’s “great personal feel- 
ings" towards assassinated 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, and said the Monarch 
had “great eloquence" and 
“a human touch wherever be 
moves. 

“I think he took the heart 


of the Israeli people,” be 
said, adding that he himself 
was “very much" affected 
emotionally by the King's 
visit, described by Israelis as 
having drawn the biggest 
crowd that ever cheered a 
visiting bead of state through 
Israeli streets. 

Other points Mr. Peres 
made in the interview were: 

— Israel finds little need 
for die international guaran- 
tees that Pope John Paul 
called for to preserve the 
religious status of Jerusalem 
because the Jewish state is 
committed to respecting the 
religious rights of all in the 
Holy City. 

“Jerusalem should be re- 
ligiously open to all reli- 
gions,” but “politically it can- 
not be run by two different 
parties.” 

Reminded that this 
obviously meant a predeter- 
mination of one important 
element in the final status 
negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians beginning in May, he 
said. “We are stating our own 
position and we are not stat- 
ing anyone else’s position." 

“We have said time and 
again that we are not going to 
change status quo (m East 
Jerusalem) generally. We are 
not going to enter into the 
status quo concerning the in- 
ner Muslim arrangements.' 
Whatever was affiliated with 
Jordan or the Palestinians 
(when Israel occupied East 





Shimon Peres 

Jerusalem in 1967), it belongs 
to them.” 

Mr. Peres skirted a ques- 
tion on Israel’s intentions 
concerning Palestinians living 
in diaspora by referring only 
to the multilateral committee , 
discussing the fete of dis- 
placed Palestinians, which, 
he said, is “trying to find 
solutions.'’ 

He said Israel’s contacts 
with the Gulf Arab states 
were continuing and Jordan 
could play a key role m 
advancing them. 

“We are m contact to reach 
an understanding. I think 
Jordan can play a leading role 
in it. Some of our meetings 
with the representatives of 
the Gulf stales took place in 


Killing of 2 Israeli soldiers 
will not affect self-rule polls 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
said Wednesday that the 
slaying of two soldiers by 
guerrillas would not disrupt 
or delay historic Palestinian . 
elections to be beld this 
weekend. 

But he also called on Yas- 
ser Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
“to act more forcefully 
against terrorist groups be- 
cause they represent a real 
threat" to the future of the 
self-rule government. 

“This attack will not influ- 
ence the elections because 
will not allow terrorists to set 
the date of the vote,” Mr. 
Peres said of the shooting late 
Tuesday on the West Bank in 
which an officer and soldier 
were killed. 

“Israel will act with all its 
force against the under- 
ground Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad movements which are 
doing everything to under- 


mine the peace process," be 
said. 

The army said Palestinians 
opened fire with automatic 
weapons on a car carrying the 
two soldiers through a south- 
ern West Bank area near 
Hebron where several vil- 
lages passed to partial 
Palestinian control last 
month. 

It was the first deadly 
attack against Israeli forces 
since Israel handed over con- 
trol of six main West Bank 
towns and hundreds of vil- 
lages late last year ahead of 
Saturday’s election of a 
Palestinian self-rule govern- 
ment. 

Hebron Mayor Mustapha 
Natche told Israeli Radio af- 
ter the attack that Mr. Arafat 
had been “disappointed by 
this incident.” 

“But he is aware that some 
Palestinian extremists could 
carry out attacks to torpedo 
the electoral process,” said 


Mr. Natche, who met with 
Mr. Arafat in Jericho shortly 
after the shooting. 

No one has claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack, 
which came hours after two 
similar incidents in 
Palestinian-controlled Gaza 
Strip in which Israeli troops 
were fired upon but not hit. 

Late Monday an Israeli 
civilian was shot and wound- 
ed while shopping in the 
Palestinian-controlled West 
Bank town of Bethlehem. 

Israeli military officials re- 
sponded to the earlier attacks 
by saying that an escalation 
of such incidents could be 
expected ahead of Saturday's 
vote. 

Palestinian opponents of 
the peace process bave 
pledged to disrupt the vote in 
retaliation for the recent 
assassination by presumed 
Israeli agents of two guerrilla 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bosnia frontline pullout 
on track despite haggling 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Bos- 
nia’s fractious factions 
appeared on track Wednes- 
day to meet a crucial front- 
line pullback deadline but 
continued to fight over key 
civilian issues enshrined in 
the Dayton peace accord. 

As hundreds of Islamic 
fighters quit Bosnia ahead of 
Saturday's leave-by date, 
government and Serb offi- 
cials remained split over pris- 
oner swaps and the return of 
Serb-held Sarajevo districts 
to the Bosnian authorities. 

All forces must leave the 
former -frontline areas by 
midnight (2300 GMT) Friday 
and create a two-kilometre 
buffer zone on either side of 
the confrontation line, peace 
Implementation Force 
(IFOR) officials said. 

Bosnian Serb troops must 
also abandon positions in 
Serb-held parts of Sarajevo 
due to revert to the Muslim- 
Croat federation. 


An IFOR spokesman in 
Zagreb, Major Michael Jen- 
sen, said “every party is with- 
drawing its forces” along the 
1,000-kilometre confronta- 
tion line, “and it looks very 
promising at the moment.” 

Some 40 key points around 
the capital were vacated ear- 
lier this month on schedule 
but French IFOR troops 
were preparing to verify 
further withdrawals by both 
rival forces in the city, 
IFOR’s Captain Frederic 
Solano said in Sarajevo. 

On Tuesday IFOR com- 
mander Admiral Leighton 
Smith predicted up to “60 per 
cent of Sarajevo's estimated 
70,000 Serbs would flee when 
the districts returned to gov- 
ernment control. 

And in a move likely to 
compound problems im- 
plementing civilian aspects of 
the Dayton accord, Serbs 
boycotted a top-level meeting 
with Carl Bildt, the interna- 


tional community's high rep- 
resentative in Bosnia, de- 
manding by letter “answers 
to certain questions" before 
attending further meetings. 

Mr. Bildt is currently 
trying to allay Serb fears over 
the transfer of Serb Sarajevo 
to government authority. 

Iris deputy Michael Stein- 
er, said. “There is no room 
for negotiating pre- 
conditions to participate in 
these (discussions).” He de- 
nied the peace agreement 
was “beginning to be shaky," 
saying: "I think some people 
are playing their last cards.” 
Meanwhile hundreds of 
fighters were quietly slipping 
out of Bosnia m line with the 
peace deal under which all 
foreign fighters must leave 
the country by Saturday. 

Officially up to 5,000 
volunteers served in the Bos- 
nian government army, and 

(Continued on page 7) 





Jordan. I think after the Am- 
man conference (the Oct. 29- 
31 Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit), 
Jordan has gained the status 
and respect for the Jordanian 
Kingdom and its King in the 
eyes of many.” 

There are “indications" 
that some of the Golf coun- 
tries will announce diploma- 
tic ties with Israel soon, but 
“I would not like to indicate 
them before the indications 
become realities.” 

— Jordanians should not 
wait for a final Israeli- 
Palestinian peace agreement 
before moving to consolidate* 
relations at the popular level 
with Israel. 

“The Egyptians are not 
waiting for the Jordanians' 
(and) the Palestinians are not 
waiting for the Jordanians,”, 
be said. “The process goes 
simultaneously, but not on a 
conditional way/’ 

According to Mr. Peres, 
Israel made peace with the 
Palestinians “out of its own 
free choice and free will” and 
no doubts should be cast on 
Israel’s intentions to negoti- 
ate a final settlement with the 
Palestinians in good faith. 

“We have fulfilled every 
article in the (Oslo) agree-, 
ment on the dot and on the' 
date. Nothing was post- 
poned. The second Oslo 

(Continued on page 7) 


2 killed, 

33 injured 
in collision 


AMMAN (Petra) — Two 
people were killed and 33 
others injured in a collision 
involvatg two buses and a 
truck Wednesday evening 
near A1 Shomarf Wildlife 
Reserve (Azraq area), the 
Chrfl Defence Department 
(CM)) said. 

The CDD said passengers 
aboard the two buses, both 
with Sandi licence plates, 
were Saudi, Bahraini, 
Palestinian and Syrian 
nationals. They said the 
truck had Syrian registra- 
tion plates. 

Those with serious in- 
juries were transported 
from the nearby Muwafaq 
A1 Salt! airbase to the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport by a plane to re- 
ceive medical treatment in 
Amman, the sources added. 

Weather creates problems 

Another CDD report said 
department personnel in 
Maas Governorafe rescued 
115 tourists of various 
nationalities who were 
stranded in the ancient city 
it Petra because of floods. 

The CDD said the tourists 
were transported to safe 
areas. 

The department said that 
Its personnel also rescued 
30 residents of Waiji Musa 
area who were trapped in 
theft* cars in the AJ Hishah 
park area because of snow. 
The CDD did not report 
any casualties. 

According to a Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
report issued late Wednes- 
day, several roads in Mam, 
Karak and Taffieh governo- 
rates in southern Jordan 
were partially blocked be- 
cause of snow. 

The PSD said the 
Shobak-Wadi Mnsa, 
Dallagha-Rasif-Rajef and 
the Taffleh cement factory 
roads were partially dosed. 

The department urged 
motorists in fee south to 
drive carefully. 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Wednesday attends a meeting of the 
Arab Thought Forum on the 1990 Gulf crisis (Petra photo)- 

’Jordan does not interfere 
in others* internal affairs’ 

ATF resumes in-depth review of Gulf crisis 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan stressed on 
Wednesday feat Jordan has 
always differentiated be- 
tween the legitimate Jorda- 
nian role in helping other 
countries and interference in 
other countries’ internal 
affairs “which has never been 
our policy.” 

Speaking at a breakfast 
meeting with Kuwaiti and 
Iraqi participants in a semi- 
nar on “thelraqi invasion of 
Kuwait” organised by the 
Arab Thought Forum (ATF), 
the Crown Prince said Jordan 
has never had “ready-made 
recipes” for other countries’ 
problems. 

Referring to reactions by 
some people to a recent state- 
ment by His Majesty King 
Hussein saying federation 
might be one of the solutions 
to the Iraqi problem. Prince 
Hassan said: “It might be 
imperative here to stress that 
there is no Jordanian ready- 
made recipe for any Arab 
problem." 

Prince Hassan dwelt on the 


indifference of the interna- 
tional community to fee suf- 
fering of the Iraqi people and 
stressed the need to exploit 
international restructuring 
processes to resolve crises 
facing minority groups 
through peaceful means, as is 
being done in former Yugos- 
lavia. 

Prince Hassan dealt with 
several working papers pre- 
sented to the seminar, and 
said scholarly work should 
focus on the intellectual 
movement since -the end of 
the past century in order to 
be able to plan for a better 
future. 

He described the -ATF 
meeting held in Doha in 
April 1994 as one of the most 
exciting meetings, recalling a 
call by him and Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifah of 
Qatar to have scientific dia- 
logue as the only means to 
resolving problems 

“This rail was favourably 
met by the forum members, 
mainly by my brothers from 
Kuwait, such as Dr. Hassan 
Ibrahim, Dr. Mohammad 


Rumeihi and Dr. Badriya A1 
A wadi," Prince Hassan said, 
paying tribute to the latter, 
saying the seminar was her 
brainchild. 

Prince Hassan thanked all 
ATF members who contri- 
buted to the success of the 
Doha meeting and said all of 
them were keen to resume 
discussion of fee Gulf crisis 
and the repercussions of 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in a 
scientific and realistic man- 
ner. 

Prince Hassan also tackled 
an analytical study conducted 
by ATF members and said 
the study drew mixed reac- 
tions. “This study finally 
moved to analysing the role 
of fee ATF and in its conclu- 
sions underlined fee import- 
ance of resorting to the lan- 
guage of dialogue and to con- 
vene this seminar to discuss 
an important and compli- 
cated issue so as to prove oar 
ability to face mental chal- 
lenges together," Prince Has- 
san said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Aziz confirms Iraqi move to 
discuss oil-for-food exports 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq's deputy prime minister, 
Tareq Aziz, said on Wednes- ‘ 
day feat he had sent a letter 
to the United Nations ex- 
pressing Baghdad's willing- 
ness to discuss selling oil for 
badly needed food and medi- 
cines. 

But he rejected U.N. Re- 
solution 986, which allows for 
the sale of oil to meet huma- 
nitarian needs under strict 
international controls, a con- 
dition that Iraq has steadfast- 
ly rejected as an attack on its 
sovereignty. 

“Iraq's position regarding 
Resolution 986 remains un- 
changed,” Mr. Aziz said in 
the letter, adding that “Iraq 
is willing to respond to a 
U.N. invitation to discuss 
selling oil for food and medi- 
cines,” according to the offi- 
cial INA news agency. 


Mr. Aziz said the letter was 
“the result of the contacts 
made over the last few 
months with (U.N. Secretary 
General) Boutros Ghali and 
certain members of the 
Security Council who have 
friendly and balanced atti- 
tudes towards Iraq." 

“We have detected prog- 
ress in understanding of Iraqi 
objections," he said. 

Under the resolution, part 
of fee revenues must be put 
aside to help Kurds in north- 
ern Iraq, who oppose to 
Baghdad government. 

This letter represents an 
“exploration of the possibili- 
ties, and not a change in 
principles,” Mr. Aziz said, 
adding feat it was "prema- 
ture to predict fee success or 
failure of this initiative.” 

“If there is a new approach 
in relations between the U.N. 


and us, without affecting fee 
fundamentals, such as the 
sovereignty and unity of fee 
country, then we are pre- 
pared to examine it,” he said, 
adding there were “essential 
issues that we cannQt sacri-' 
fice." 

President Saddam Hussein 
marked fee fifth anniversary 
of the Gulf war on Wednes- 
day with a plea for reconcilia- 
tion with the Arab states who< 
joined the U.S.-led coalition 
against Iraq. 

“We ran only be tolerant" 
towards Arab countries that 
have shunned Iraq since its 
troops marched into Kuwait 
in August 1990, President 
Saddam said in a speech ' 
broadcast on national televi- 
sion. 

Although President Sad- 
dam refrained from attacking 

(Continued on page 7) 


Boat hijackers demand end to 
Russian assault on Chechens 


ANKARA (Agencies) — A 
pro-Chechen commando that 
hijacked a Black Sea ferry 
carrying more than 200 peo- 
ple vowed Wednesday to sail 
on to fee Bosphorus, where it 
has vowed to blow up fee 
ship unless Chechen rebels 
under attack by Russian 
forces are allowed to go 
home. 

“We have enough fuel to 
take us to Istanbul, and we’ll 
go there,” Mohammad Tok- 
can, the commando leader, 
told the Anatolian news 
agency by telephone. 

“We have launched this 
action to attract the attention 
of fee whole world to the 
Chechenya problem and Rus- 
sian atrocities in the north 
Caucasus, and we’re deter- 
mined to continue.” 

Mr. Tokcan, a Turkish 


national who traces his origin 
to Georgia's separatist 
Abkhazia region, said his 
group would release one hos- 
tage, a Turkish police officer 
with diabetes, as soon as 
possible.” 

The ship Avrasya was 
seized Tuesday night in fee 
eastern Turkish port of Trab- 
zon. It was to have gone to 
the Russian resort of Sochi. 
Turkish officials Wednesday 
urged the commando to give 
up as the ship sailed west- 
ward toward Istanbul, trailed 
by two assault boats from the 
Turkish coast guard. 

As of 1630 GMT, fee ship 
was approaching the port of 
Sinop and had another 560 
kilometres to go until it 
reaches Istanbul. Officials 
said that at its current aver- 
age speed of 10 miles per 


hour, the ferry will not reach 
Istanbul before Friday morn- 
ing at the earliest. 

“We are sill trying to per- 
suade them to enter Sinop, 
because first the weather is 
bad, and secondly, they will 
soon be out of fuel," an 
interior ministry spokesman 
told AFP. 

“The hijackers think they 
have enough feel, but they 
don’t. 

Russia has urged Turkey to 
ensure the safety of the pas- 
sengers, most of whom are 
believed to be Russian, Tur- 
kish Foreign Minister Deniz 
Baykal said. 

Security has been tight- 
ened around Russian di- 

S atic missions in Ankara, 
bul and Trabzon as de- 
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peace with Israel 




KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Gulf Arab officials, econom- 
ists and businessmen meeting 
here have voiced reluctance 
over normalising ties with 
Israel amid fears Middle East 
peace will turn the Jewish 
state into the region's econo- 
mic superpower. 

“The lifting of the direct 
boycott of Israel must wait" 
to give Gulf states time to 
“attract foregin investment," 

. 80 delegates said late Tues- 
day ~at die dose of the first 
Gulf conference on the eco-' 
nomic impact of peace. 

The 1994 lifting of the 
Gulfs indirect boycott on 
foreign firms dealing with 
Israel “led to an increase in 
the volume of foreign invest- 
ment in Israel but did not 
attract new investors to the 
Gulf," delegates said in a 
statement. 

Delegates said they feared 
“Israeli dominance over the 
economies of Arab coun- 
tries,” and the emergence of 
the Jewish state as the “re- 
gion's financial capital." 

They also feared conflicts 
would shift to. the Gulf fol- 
lowing an Arab-Israeli peace, 
with some calling for financ- 
ing development projects in 
neighbouring countries to- 
alleviate the poverty that 
could lead to unrest. 

The president of Kuwait's 
chamber of commerce and 
industry, Abdul Aziz A! 
Saqr, said: “The architects of 
the peace process consider 
the Gulf countries to be only 
a source of financing and . 
oil." 

“The role of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries is being marginal- 
ised in the new map of the 
region and their economic 
future is not being taken into 
consideration." Mr. Saqr 
said. 

The GCC countries — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain. Qatar, the United ■ 


Arab-£miraa^and Oman — 
muSt~«freate a cbm men mar- 
ket" to fight “the Negative 
economic consequences of 
tie peace- process,” he said/ 
^Delegates also Agreed on. 
the need to implement re- 
forms > and.frqe their econtfc 
mies frorfij’hflreaucratic bu& 
dens.”. 

Prominent Kuwaiti - ’ eco^ 
nomist Jassem Al Saadotsn 
fctreerrted that “our role is 
fHgt of donor countries and at 
Mgr the role of. financier." 
Hror now wje can express 
oqto reservations ’ but*- - when/ 
Syntf nad Lebanon make, 
-fieace , with Israel,' (t wiH^bg-V 
cult to refuse,’Z(Qj 2 add«£ 
legates said ih^e vfrs 
ision qyer be# £> deal 
with- a couhtiy Guft officials 
and fewnesSmdb knoirHtttle 
- about -Some delegacy com- “ 
pained -there was no dear 
Qulf- policy towards Israel. : 
^“We^|ave little iaforma- 
tic^ (ahoftHsfaelp We rftfcst 
study the Israeli economy to 
detetfmhie what its future rote* 
will bej” delegates said irt the 
final statement. • 

Some were less pessimistic. 
Gulf Investment Company 
{Resident Khaled ATTayez 
jgd. “fears of IsraelLhege-. . 
ffSbrry over die Arab- eco- • 
atAny” were ^overplayed and 
reTdited LtfrortL. a-_lack _of 
understanding of Israel’s 
capabilities, which is not-: art 
Economic giant.*'/ ‘ 

' 1 Mr. Saadoun 

“Pm n dr trying to fHgiMen 
youtm t Israel’s pconoAiyrep- 
resehts.;.the_ypj«me. qf. the. 
dcotmsues of Egy>pi a«d Syria 
conttithed, and'#ttl become 
4yefrstronger when the Arab 
bdycdtt is liftedT hfov Sm* 
.said. 7? 

Bfie' conference, entiti&k, 
“Expected Repercussfofts -oi 
the F&ce Agreement on the; 
Economies of tire GCCcoun- " 
tries." was sponsored by the 
G£C Chambers of Com- 
ft**rce and Industry. 


Sheikh wantsto force/ 
divorce of MahjfW $ 

lawyers," he said. 

Mr .’ Mahfouz told AFP: “If 
the vease comes to court, I 
vfcdr&fee afraid,. First they 
Mdjo prcw« my noyels. 

qfcot be for tho court bUt dfe, 
kaT and writers." T. 

But be-com^flainedr^Bacm 

is ttalpg a rigift without taking 
into account., the harmful 
effects it wil ihave art the 
freedom of thought and 


CAIRO (AFP) — A Muslim 
sheikh notorious for taking 
liberal intellectuals to court 
said Wednesday he would try 
to get Nobel laureate Naguib 
Mahfouz declared a heretic 
and ordered divorced from 
his wife. 

Sheikh Yousef Al Badri 
told Al Mussawar newspap- 
er: “The only legal recourse 
to prove Naguib Mahfouz's 
apostasy would be to bring a 
case demanding his divorce." 

Mr. Mahfouz, Egypt's 
best^known writer who is in 
his 80s, has been married to 
his wife. Ateyat Allah, since- 
1954. They have two grown- 
up daughters. 

Under Islamic law, a Mus- 
lim may not be married to a 
heretic. 

Mr. Mahfouz angered 
Muslim fundamentalists with 
his 1959 book, "The Children 
of Gebelawi," condemned as 
blasphemous, and he was 
stabbed and seriously wound- 
ed in October 1994 militants 
outside his Cairo home. 

He spent 50 days in hospit- 
al after the attack, mostly in 
intensive care, and has not 
been able to write since. 

Sunni Muslim’s highest au- 
thority Al Azhar banned 
“The Children of Gebelawi" 
because it depicted God as a 
father and the prophets as bis 
sons. 

Sheikh Badri said be could 
not give a date for any trial. 
"I just give orders to the 


/"It is up to parliament to 
$fcplve tbts pfobletn §gd tKfc 
cuitiatL minister must ~cgo 
something" to prevent fun- 
damentalists frog? using corift 
action to ban work by aim* . 
and intellectual* who do hdfc 
share their views. 

AuSheikh Badri told AI.Mus- 
styyar be was also considering * 
L * inging riases against 
40'writers.- — : 

ian ' 'fiftdametttaHsts- 

their prosecutions ‘tes 

-J.’hisba,” an Islamic Jaw 
Allowing Muslims use tfcfc 
criurts to ban'anythii»judg^d 

They Ha^| alritaty 
cfeede0vin btfnmng by 

leading director Yettsef Sha- 
ffin and ordering a.universi^L 
*' * :sse* divorced from his 
owxtbe grounds; that* a 
cannot beHti&mefl to 

iT^Mahftxiz became 'd Iffc- 
Ouly Arab writer to have.-wof 
-the Nobel Prize for Litera- 
ture in 1988.' 



Dutch visit to Orient House sparks row 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hans van Mierio vi- 
sited Palestine. liberation 
Organisation (PLO) head- 
quarters in East Jerusalem on 
Wednesday, ignoring pro- 
tests by Israel which feels 
such meetings undermine its 
dams of sovereignty over all 
of tile Holy Gty. 

. The top PLO official in 
Jerusalem, Faisal Husseini, 
praised the Dutch for not 
being deterred by Israel's 

is a sign that Holland 
has a stable policy,” he told 
reporters after a two-hour 
meeting with Mr. Van Mier- 
16." “Holland, as you know, 
did- not recognise the annexa- 
tion of. East. Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Van Mierio refused 
comment. He is in Israel as 
part of a large Dutch delega- 
tion that includes Dutch 
Prime Minister Wim Kok. 

Israeli hardliners, includ- 


ing Jerusalem’s mayor, Ehud 
Olmert, levelled scathing cri- 
ticism against Mr. Kok over 
his policy on Jerusalem. 

Mr. Olmeit said be told 
Mr. Kok in a meeting Tues- 
day evening that Mr. Van 
MieTlo’s visit was an “insult 
to Israel that is inexplicable." 

Asked Wednesday bow 
Mr. Kok responded, Mr. 
Olmert said: “He did not like 
it. He said,' i wen, is this all 
you want to talk to me ab- 
out?’” 

Olmert aide Hagai Elias 
said Mr. Kok threatened to 
cut short his time with Mr. 
Olmert but that in the end 
the meeting lasted the allot- 
ted 30 minutes. 

Mr. Kok’s spokesman, Eef 
Brouwers, said Wednesday 
that Mr. Olmert and Mr. Kok 
had differences of opinions, 
but that “there were no hard 
feeling from our side." 

“We have so many years of 


experience and we know bow 
to handle people with all 
views,” Mr. Brouwers said. 

In Israel’s parliament, or 
Knesset, Mr. Kok sat in on 
the start of the session as a 
guest of honour Wednesday. 
Speaker Shevah Weiss spoke 
of good relations between the 
two countries and recalled 
die Netherlands’ role in pro- 
tection Jews against the Nazis 
during World War n. 

At the end of the speech, 
legislator Yousef Bagad from 
the far-right Moledct party 
stood up in the plenum and 
said: “I join in me welcome 
but must condemn the visit of 
the Dutch foreign minister to 
the Orient House.” 

The European Union (EU) 
has decided that its foreign 
ministers win continue to visit 
the Orient House despite 
Israeli objections. 

The discord over the 
Orient House was in marked 


contrast to the otherwise 
amicable visit during which 
the Dutch offered Israel help 
to create artificial islands' 
along its Mediterranean coast 
and build a subway in Tel 
Aviv. 

“The Netherlands have 
some knowhow in that re- 
spect,” Mr. Kok said after 
meeting with Tel Aviv Mayor 
Room MBo and dty planners 
involved in the subway pro- 
ject _ .. 

“What we hope for is to 
cooperate, to have commer- 
cial and economic coopera- 
tion, betwee n ... companies 
of dur two countries,” Mr. 
Kok said. 

The Dutch leader; , was to 
meet with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in . the Gaza 
Strip on Thursday before re- 
turning home. The Nether- 
lands, along with France, are 
drawing op plans to bnfid a 
port in Gaza for $70 million. 


Women vow to fight for 
rights in self-rule council 


NABULS i AFP) — Women 
candidates are vowing to 
fight discrimination from 
within the self-rule council 
which is to emerge from the 
Palestinian elections on 
Saturday. 

“In an oriental society such 
as ours, we must prevent the 
council fr om b ringing in dis- 
criminatory laws against 
women,” said Ghada Zeidan 
of - a women’s committee 
formed at the outset of the 
peace process with Israel. 

“Already, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
has said passports can 
only be issued to women if 
they have the~~authorisanon 
of a male guardian, some- 
thing which sets a dangerous 
precedent,” she said. 

Tire election campaign, 
lacking in real political de- 
bate, has resounded with 
promises to set up an inde- 
pendent state with Jerusalem 
as its capital and to free ail 
.Palestinian prisoners.in 
Israeli jafl. 

Women's' issues have been 
sidelined and only 28 women 
are running against 644 men 
in the council elections, 
although they account for 
more than half of the popula- 
tion. 

Adopting a progressive 
line, the women candidates 
want equal opportunity, free- 
dom to choose marriage part- 
ners, and the right to higher 
education. 

“There will be no Palesti- 
nian democracy without 
equality between men and 


women,” said Ghada 
Soghair, director of a Jeru- 
salem women’s centre which 
is lobbying for a greater role 
for women in public life. 

Ms. Soghair and repre- 
sentatives of other associa- 
tions held a public meeting at 
Nablus University on the 
West Bank this week as part 
of a tour to support the 
women candidates. 

“We’ve decided to stop 
being a silent majority,” she 
said to applause fr/m the 
crowd, made up of around 
100 women and 40 men. 

But a male candidate, in- 
dependent Assem Salem, 
voiced a reservation. “The 
voter must make his choice 
on one critcrium: the ability 
of the candidate," be said. 

Women's activists tried in 
vain before the polls to assure 
a 30 per cent quota within the 
council. 

On the positive side, the 
only challenger to Palestinian 
Authority leader Yasser Ara- 
fat in.a presidential poll the 
same day is a woman, 72- 
year-old ■ feminist and -rank 
Outsider Simiiha - Khalil 

But site is focusing her 
campaign on opposition to 
tiie PLO’s autonomy accords 
with Israel rather than 
women’s issues. 

In contrast, Samar Hawash 
of the leftist Palestinian Peo- 
ple’s Parly has put women at 
the centre of her campaign. 
“Equality does not only be- 
nefit women, it holds the key 
to a pluralist society,” she 
said. 


PLO offers compromise^ 
in Achille Lauro case 
involving Yasser Arafat 


OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM (AFP) — The 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has 
offered to create a “peace 
institute” to help fight ter- 
rorism as settlement m a 
lawsuit stemming from 
the 1985 Achille Lauro 
hijacking, the Jerusalem 
Post reported Wednes- 
day. 

The deal will involve 
offering “significant” jobs 
in the new institute to two 
daughters of Leon Kting- 
hoffer, a ^wheelchair 
bound passenger who was 
shot and dumped over- 
board - during the hijack- 
ing by Palestinians, the 
newspaper reported. 

The daily quoted a let- 
ter from PLO attorneys to 
a New York court which is 
hearing the_civfl suit filed 
by Cro^ .TrayeL which 
booked ttrc.Klihgfcoffei^’ 
tickets for the criiise/^ 

U.S. District Court 
Judge Louis Stanfo3 v fi&l 
ordered PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to testify 
before Jan. 12 in the civil 
suit or face a seizure of 
PLO property. The letter 
offering a compromise 
deal was dated Jan. 9, the 
newspaper said. 

La the letter, signed by 
former U.S. Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark 


who is representing die 
PLO, the organisation 
calls for creation of the 
peace institute “to 
memorialise the tragic 
death of Leon lOmghof- 
fer, as well as other vic- 
tims of violence in the 
region of all religions and 
nationalities.” 

It said Klinghoffer’s 
daughters accepted the 
offer and will “perform a 
significant role in the 
administration of the pro- 
ject” * 

“The PLO, or its suc- 
cessor, will make an initial 
contribution” to the insti-' 
tute. the letter said with- 
out specifying an amount. 

Mr. Arafat has denied 
any role in the hijacking 
of the Adrille Lauro, an 
Italian line seized during a.- 
Mediterranean cruise, 
saying .the hijack era be- 
longed to a' group hostile 
fo^tfieTLO. 

,1/Ttie Post quoted 
sources in the Stanton's 
office as saying that the 
PLO offer was part of a 
request to delay Mr. Ara- 
far s testimony in the case 
until after historic Palesti- 
nian self-rule elections to 
be held Saturday. 

The proceedings have 
been postponed until Feb. 


Islamic camp shows its muscle, 
scorns Palestinian election campaign 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Islamic camp has staged a 
show of force by drawing the 
largest crowds - during the 
Palestinian election campaign 
while pouring scorn on the 
self-rule polls. 

'‘Candidates are selling 
their illusions in return for 
votes." Alaa Saftawi* direc- 
tor of Islamic Jihad's weekly 
Al-Istiqlal, said. "It's a 
beautiful day out there but 
those elections banners and 
pennants are blocking the 
sun.” 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
.are boycotting Saturday's 
polls and denounce the 
autonomy accords as a farce 
which can only serve the in- 
terests of Israel. 

. They reject the assurances 
of Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) bead Yasser 
Arafat — of an independent 


state with Jerusalem as its 
capital and the return of re- 
fugees — as empty promises. 

Only half of the Palestinian 
people have the right to vote, 
Islamic militants point out, 
while refugees and the dis- 
placed in the Middle East and 
around the world are left 
without a voice. 

The militants refuse to give 
up the armed struggle “to 
liberate Palestine from the 
(Mediterranean) sea to the 
River (Jordan),” meaning the 
destruction of the state of 
Israel. 

“It’s obvious that the pow- 
ers of the future (self-rule) 
council will be limited by the 
Oslo accords (on auton- 
omy),” said a leading Hamas 
figure in Gaza. Sheikh 
Ahmad Bahr. 

“This council will not be 


able to decide anything poli- 
tical, especially about the 
Jewish settlers and tfce 
(Palestinian) refugees. But I 
hope it will be able to im- 
prove the economic and 
social situation at least.” 

Since the assassination by 
suspected Israeli - agents of 
Hamas bomb-maker Yahya - 
Ayyash on Jan. 5, militant 
groups have drawn crowds of 
tens of thousands both in 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

The rallies have dwarfed 
the electoral meetings of 
Arafat's Fateh party which 
attract only a few people at 
best. 

Hamas resisted pressure 
from the PNA to take part in 
the polls for the sake of 
Palestinian unity, although it 
agreed not to urge the electo- 
rate to stay away from the 


polls. 

But the movement was 
shaken by internal dissent 
over whether to participate 
or risk being left out of the 
new reality on the ground, 
and three Hamas members 
put in their candidacies be- 
fore withdrawing them. 

Imad Faluji, one of its offi- 
cials who deckled to contest 
the polls anyway, was sacked 
and he is now running as an* 
“independent- ’Muslim” on 
the grounds that the Tel amir 
camp must have a say in 
final-status talks starting in 
May. 

Such arguments do not im- 
press Al Istiqlal however. 
“All the candidates are 
promising to liberate Jeru- 
salem, but how can when 
they can’t even get a permit 
to visit?” it asked. 



Syrian premier to visit Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Syrian Prime Minister Mahmoud Al 
Zonbi is to pay an official visit to Iran next month, the 
official Ir anian news agency IRNA said Wednesday. The 
visit, to begin on Feb. 20, seeks to “develop economic 
cooperation” between the two countries, it raid without 
giving further details. Mr. Zoubi’s scheduled visit comes 
amid tense relations between Tehran and Damascus 
because of Syria’s siqjport for the United Arab Emirates in 
its islands dispute with ban and resumed negotiations with 
Israel. Iranian Vice President Hassan Habfbi called off a 
trip to Syria early this month to protest Damascus’s stand 
on the Gulf islands of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb and Lesser 
Tunb. ban is also upset with its strategic ally in the Middle 
East for resuming peace talks with Israel. However, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ah Akbar Velayafi said during a 
visit to Kuwait on Tuesday that ties between his country 
and Syria were “good and bro t h erly,” although they did 
not “necessarily have to have identical positions on all 
political issues,!* 

S. Arabia bans baby milk commercials 

DUBAI (R) — Baby milk formula importers in Samfi 
Arabia wQl have to be more creative in prom o tin g their 
products as a blanket ban cm all commercials for breast- 
feeding alternatives takes effect- “The commerce ministry 
prohibited all baby milk importers from advertising in the 
local media,” Arabic4anguage daily Al Eqtisadiah re- 
ported on Wedtiesday. It was not dear when the ban takes 
effect “Advertising campaigns encourage the use of 
alternatives to natural feeding,” it quoted the commerce 
ministry as saying. The paper said the ban applies to all 35 
commercial baby milk brands on the Saudi market, which 
account for a large share of advertising space in the local 
media. 

Jewish soldiers return to German army 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — For the first time since the Nazi era, 
Jewish soldiers are serving in the German army, Bundes- 
wehr Grief-of-Staff General Klans Neuman said in an 
interview published here Wednesday. In the interview in 
the mass orcolation daily Yediot Aharonot, GemNeuman 
said about 100 Jewish volunteers were serving in At army, 
including in combat units, and would soon be able to obtain 
kosher food. “If these soldiers request it, they can also 
meet with a Jewish chaplain, just as we have priests for 
Christians and mufti’s for Muslim troops,” be told At 
newspaper. “I am thrilled that Jews volunteer to serve in 
our army,” the German general said, adding: “Jews have 
always contributed to Germany and during World War I 
many were killed serving in the army, including senior 
officers.” Since die end of World War II Jews have been 
ex e m pt from mandatory military service in Germany. Gen. 
Neuman said the volunteers served 10-njonth toms, includ- 
ing basic training. 

Sudan releases priest, seminarian 

VATICAN CITY (AFP) — Sudanese authorities have 
released two Catholic churchmen detained since Decem- 
ber, the Vatican newspaper reported Tuesday. Father 
Mark Lotede -of Juba and semmaxian Paul Lomana of 
Karthoum had been accused by .local authorities of trying 
to cross into rebel-controlled .areas, where their fairnK#* 
live. Radio Vatican, in announcing their release,, said the 
Sudanese government had “always accused the Sudanese 
episcopate of - encouraging a hostile international policy 
towards their country.” 

Imprisoned Kurdish MP honoured 

STRASBOURG (AFP) — The European Parliament on 
Wednesday presented its Sakharov human rights prize to 
die husband of imprisoned Kurdish Deputy Leyla Zana. 
Ms. Zana, elected to the Turkish parliament in 1991, was 
sentenced to 15 years in prison in March 1994 for 
advocating Kurdish rights. Her sentence was upheld by an 
appeal court last October and the Turkish authorities 
refused to allow her to travel to Strasbourg to receive the 
award in person. Her husband, Mehch Zana, who himself 
spent 11 years as Turkish political prisoner, was only 
granted a passport on Monday afternoon. In a message 
.from Ankara's Uhrcanlar prison, Ms. Zana questioned the 
parliament’s wisdom in deciding in December to authorise 
a customs onion between the European Union and Turkey 
without having secured a meaningful commitment from the 
regime to improving its human rights record. “You are 
hoping that your gesture will assist the forces of democracy, 
strengthen the movement of democratisation and impede 
the progress of the Islamic fundamentalists,” she wrote. 
“In the east people tend to rely on the wisdom of God. Do 
you have a tendency to rely on the goodwill and wisdom of 
tiie Turkish regime?” 

Opium hidden in stomachs kills two 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Two drug traffickers, a man and 
woman, were poisoned to death by over 1.5 kilogrammes 
of opimu they had hidden in their stomachs to avoid 
detection, a newspaper reported .Wednesday. The man, 
23-year-old Ghassem Ghanbari, collapsed and immediately 
died on a bus in which hie was travelling from Zabedan, in 


nistan, to Gorgan in northeastern Iran, Hamshahri ^ 

said. Some 103 bags of opinm of a total weight of one 
kilogramme were found in his stomach during an autopsy. 
In a separate incident, a woman died when a bag c o n t a ining 
half a kilogramme of the drug ripped open in her stomach 
as she was travelling with her husband in southern Tran. As 
tiie authorities have stepped up the fight a gains t drag 
smuggling, growing number of small-time traffickers hide 
drugs in tbeir stomachs as a measure to avoid detection. 
Iran is a transit route for drugs originating in Afghanistan 
and P akis t a n, destined for Europe. 
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and rainy all over IlK Kingdom. 
Snow k also expected to fall over 
arcus IJJUP metres above sea level, 
arid winds will become westerly 
active. The effect of the depression 
will last until Saturday. 

In Aqaba, skies will he cloudy 10 
partly cloudy, with a chance of 
showers. Winds will he southerly 
active and seas- tough. 

Min. 'Max. temp. 

Amman 15 

Aqaba h ' 14 

Deserts 2/« 

Jordan Valley 6/ 13 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman It Aqaba t”. Humidity 
rcadinp: Amman Vh per cent. 
Aqaba 33 per cent. 
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2=*® Beirut (ME) 

. W"* 28 Cairo (MS) 

2 s !® itsuinbul fDC) 

London (Kj> 

9'-29 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights - 

(Terminal 1 ) ■ 



Jrr® Moscow (RJ) 

l!2 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IlriW... Amsterdam. Chicago ( RJ ) 

J!™* Monircal.Toronto(Rj) 

ill; Romc(RJ) 

him(Rj) 

London (RJ) 

“2 Athens (Rj) 

i* Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

1!^ Lariiaca(KJ) 

29™9 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


2«1B Cairo (Rj) 

21ri» 

Abu Dhabi. Jakarta (add) fRj) 

22:99 Bahrain. Doha (RJ 

22:15 

Abu Dhabi. KuaJa. Kuala Lumpur 
(add) (RJ) 

23« Jeddah (addHRJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

MARKET PRICES 

Vppcrfhmcr price in His per ty. 

Apple 7UU/500 

Banana 65W650 

Banana (Mukammar) 591/5X0 

Banana (imported) X5fY700 

Cabbage X0 / 5« 

Cunoi 23VI5U 

Cauliflower ((W50 

.Cueunrihcn (large) 1SW 10U 

Cucumbers (small) 3fKJ / 2(10 

Eggplam 17U/ 120 

Gallic--- 901/650 

CSn^c Fruit 220/150 

L=«ion 30U/200 

Marrow (large) HU/50 

Marrow (small) • | jo / fflj 

Onion (green) 12JVX0 

Omon (dry) 2IW 150 

5HCV450 

NPP*lhoi) 4XU/300 

Pcpjrer (sweet) 4«V3(1(£>- 

Siring Beam. 5yy ( 

'Spantch 

Tomato 


-r'.T' 




5U0/35msT 

. 120/isr 

1 
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. 'The tel ecorarrmni cations sector is expected to witness increased growth as the 
-. private sector gets involved in the business (File photo) 

Private sector to have a bigger share 
of the telecommunications business 


. ByGhaliaAlul to apply for these licences 

. Special to the Jordan Times under specific conditions. 

Over the past year, the 
tiif p p VMMAN — In an effort to TCC has issued licenses for 

“ k ° ^Gr^ievelop and introduce new the introduction of 
ervices to the telecommu- advanced telecomraunica- 
; i ■ ii cations sector in Jordan, dons facilities in the King- 
• v -'-'he government has estab- dom, such as paging ser- 

- ished the Telecommunica- vices and mobile phones 

ions Regulatory Commis- provided by two private 

.... ion (TRC) with the aim sector companies. 

- • - . . _ r )f “developing the The TRC aims at expand- 

... telecommunications infra- ing these services by pro- - 
. ... tructure and providing the viding new ventures to 

' «cessary environment to grant more people the 

- .-stimulate the development opportunity to invest in the 
.... ._ : ..)f more and better telecom- telecommunications sector, 
J ..'-.'nunications services which Lhe statement said. 

■ ■ ' vill support the economic. It added that in addition 

v - ocial and cultural develop- to the existing paging com- 

• -nent of Jordan.” a state- pany, the Jordan Radio Pag- 

nent issued by TRC said ing (JRP), the TRC will 

Vednesday. issue a tender for a new 

Or pc-* rr*. The TRC, an indepen- paging service, which is 

?>' ■ - j - 5e. *fe nt . body, will provide expected to introduce “wel- 

jeat range of services to come competition into the 

• ordanians through imple- market." 

. ’ Treating the government The TRC will also offer a 

. "‘•olicyfor the telecommuni- tender for a second cellular 
", atiohs sector, the state- operator in 1998. the state- 
. near said. mem said, 

. . that the TRC statement added that 

^^ffiences’for the proW-“' ' in addition to its services; 
- iqn ’of' public pay phongg, A the TRC will also regulate 


lobile radio as well as data 
srvices, which will be 
! ? h :‘:jtrodoced through private- 
1 owned companies. 

• - A TRC official told the 

• - -ordan Times that any com- 

mercial entity will be free 


the services and prices of 
all telecommunications net- 
work operators and service 
providers as well as moni- 
tor their compliance with 
license conditions. 

The TRC is also responsi- 


r 


- More rain, snow expected with 

sharp drop in temperatures 

AMMAN (J T ) — Heavy rains are expected for 48 
ours starting Thursday, with snow falling in areas above 
,000 metres above sea level, the Department of Meteorol- 
ogy said Wednesday. 

• * A department spokesman told the Jordan Times that 
now could fall in Sweileh, Abu Nuseir and Jubeiha areas 

- ] the Amm an region. Ajloun in the north of the country 
nd Sharah mountains in the south are also expected to 

. - sceive snow. 

- The spokesman said that a cold depression centred over 

- Cyprus is affecting all the eastern Mediterranean region, 
ausing high winds and rain and a sharp drop in tempera- 
ires. He said that temperatures in the Amman region are 
xpected to drop to two degrees centigrade at night and 
ise to a maximum of five degrees in the day. 


FILMS 

* “The Client" at the American Centre on Thursday at 
:00 p.m. 

* “JuncaT (pt V, VI, and VII; at Instituto Cervantes, 
abal Amman on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

CONCERTS 

* “Echoes of Arab Music" (involving oud and jawza) on 
hursday at Kan Zaman at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Graphic works by Jordan an artist Yasser Dweik at 
)onu A1 Funun, Jabal Luweibdeh (until Feb. 18). 


* Contemporary' and Traditional Jewellery at the Jordan 
. Jesign and Trade Centre, Shmeisani (Tel. 699141) (until 

,*:‘an. 31). 

* Water colours by Sal am Kanaan at Riwaq A1 Balqa 
Jallery. Fuheis (until Jan. 20). 

* Paintings bv Iraqi artist Hareth Muthanna entitled 
Women and Horses" at the Royal Cultural Centre (until 
an. 18). 

* Water colours by several German artists at Goethe- 
nstitut (until Jan. 21). 

* Plastic (abstract) art exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi 
mists at Orfali An Gallery’, Umm Utheina (until Feb. 6). 

* Paintings by artist Raphael Chabrol at the French Cul- 
ural Centre (until Jan. 31). 


ble for regulating services, 
prices and licenses of tbe 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) which is a 
government run corpora- 
tion, according to Yousef 
Abu Jamous, director gen- 
eral of TRC. 

TRC is also in charge of 
the allocation of frequen- 
cies in Jordan as well as 
resolving interconnection 
disputes among consumers, 
operators and service 
providers, the statement 
said. 

As for the call-back ser- 
vice, which gave the con- 
sumer access to internation- 
al phone rates . the state- 
ment said that the govern- 
ment has decided to prohib- 
it the promotion and use of 
this service in order to pro- 
tect investors in tbe 
telecommunications field. 

The call-back service is 
banned under article 74 of 
the new telecommunica- 
tions law, which provides 
for imposing fines of up to 
•JD 1000, or three-month 
imprisonment on violators 
of the law, said the state- 
ment 

It added that the govern- 
ment has also banned the 
importation of used or 
reconditioned terminal 
equipment 


Seminar 
on women 
ends 


AMMAN (J.T) — The Jor- 
dan Environment Society 
(JES) ami the Friedrich 
Nauman Foundation (FNF) 
Wednesday concluded a 
two-day se minar entitled 
“Tbe Beijing Women Con- 
ference and its Repercus- 
sion on Jordan.” 

The seminar, which was 
attended by prominent 
representatives of Jordan- 
ian women tackled certain 
women issues related to tbe 
Beijing conference . It 
aimed at promoting 
women’s role and enhanc- 
ing women’s participation 
in attaining sustainable 
development and increas- 
ing women’s productivity 

FNF representative Wal- 
ter Rudel addressed the 
final session of the semi- 
nar, saying that the Bei- 
jing’s Platform for Action 
was a good document for 
promoting women’s status 
but, he said “regrettably 
gender inequality will not 
end if tbe struggle for 
women’s liberation and 
equality in all sectors of 
life is not organised and 
continued with increased 
power all over the world.” 

“Beijing certainly was a 
success in numbers: 185 
countries were represent- 
ed. 5000 meetings were ! 
conducted and 40,000 
women assembled to dis- 
cuss the 150 pages of tbe 
platform draft,” added Mr. 
Rudel 

But he said that 50 
nations have reservations 
about parts of the platform. 

S amir a Khawaldeh, dean 
of the Princess Alia Col- 
lege, addressed the audi- 
ence at the Regency Hotel, 
outlining the main topics 
discussed at Beijing. t 

The meeting Tuesday and 
Wednesday was one of a 
series of seminars con- 
ducted at the national, level 
to promote awareness, par- 
ticularly among women' to 
ac%ve .sustainable devel- 
opment 

It was attended by 
women organisations, non 
governmental organisa- 
tions, academic institutions 
political parlies and profes- 
sional associations. 


Witness says murder 
victim had threatened 
suspect 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A prosecution 
witness in tbe case of 
Kayed Ahmad, accused of 
murdering ■ Mahmoud 
Ensour in Salt last August, 
told the court Wednesday 
that Ml Ensour bad threat- 
ened Mr. Kayed several 
times with informing the 
authorities that be had 
defrauded him. 

Kayed Ahmad, who 
pleaded innocent, is 
charged with robbing and 
murdering Mohammad 
Ensour on Aug. 14 over a 
money feud. Mr. Ensour’s 
body was found cut up and 
discarded in three separate 
garbage bags in the area 
oaround Salt one week 
after he was reported miss- 
ing. 

Ibrahim Ali Najar, 29, a 
close friend of the victim, 
told the court that he was 
present when Mr. Ensour 
argued and threatened 
Kayed to inform the prose- 
cutor general that he was 
defrauded “if Kayed did 
not come up with the taxi 
licence be had promised 
him.” 

He added that the day 
before the murder, Mr. 
Ensour saw Kayed in A1 
Midan Street in Salt and 
asked him again for the taxi 
licence. “He was really 
upset,” he said. 

Mr. Najar told the court 
he had learned from Mr. 
Ensour, a month before the 
incident, that Kayed was 
helping him purchase a taxi 
licence and that he bad paid 
him a cheque of JD 1 ,500 
as downpayment. 

He also told tbe court be 
met with Mr. Ensour’s 


brothers the day after the 
murder and they asked him 
about their brother’s where- 
abouts. 

“We ali went to Kayed’s 
shop and when he saw me 
with Mahmoud’s brothers 
he became nervous and was 
shaking," he said. 

“Kayed told us that he did 
not see Mahmoud since 
Sunday (the day before tbe 
murder) and be offered to 
go with his brothers to 
search for Mahmoud and to 
inform the police that Mah- 
moud was missing,” Mr. 
Najar added. 

Also testifying in the case 
was Hamdan Awishe, 19, 
who told the court that 
Kayed bought a two- metre 
electric rope from his shop 
in A1 Midan Street in Salt 
the day of the incidenL 

In his confession, accord- 
ing to court documents, 
Kayed, who was helping 
Mahmoud purchase a taxi 
licence, told police he 
killed Mr. Ensour because 
he had defrauded him of JD 
1,700 and he wanted to get 
rid of him because he kept 
asking for his money. 

On Aug. 14, court docu- 
ments said, Kayed asked 
the victim to meet him at 
his house to finish the nec- 
essary papers. There, 
Kayed allegedly strangled 
Mr. Ensour with an electric 
rope, stole JD 2,000 he had 
on him and some docu- 
ments. 

The court, presided by 
Judge Abdul Ruhman Taw- 
fiq and Judges Isma’el 
Hmouz and Mifleh Mubei- 
din, set Jan. 30 as the date 
for resuming the trial.. 
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Queen attends workshop on 
education of gifted, meets with 
Ambassador Foundation officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday attended the 
closing session of Jordan’s 
first Regional Workshop on 
Gifted and Talented Educa- 
tion organised by the 
Jubilee School in coopera- 
tion with tbe United 
Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organi- 
sation (UNESCO), a Royal 
Court statement said 

The four-day workshop, 
which was conducted by 
specialists in gifted educa- 
tion from Jordan, Syria, 
Egypt, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), England 
and the United States, host- 
ed more than 120 partici- 
pants from Egypt, Syria, 
Lebanon, Iraq, Kuwait, 
UAE, Qatar, Tunis and Jor- 
dan. 

The workshop comprised 
diverse interactive sessions 
whose topics ranged from 
computer learning for tal- 
ented students and pro- 
gramme development for 
teachers, to the emotional 
aspects and counseling 
needs of tbe gifted. 

It also featured a tele-con- 
ference between two Amer- 
ican experts in the United 
States and the participants, 
as well as a symposium on 
Arab programmes for gift- 
ed and talented education. 

In his speech. Jubilee 
School Principal Fathi Jar- 
wan announced the estab- 
lishment of tbe Arab Coun- 
cil for the Gifted and Tal-’ 
ented, whose honorary 


president will be Queen 
Noor, the statement said 

The council, which was 
founded by tbe representa- 
tives of the 9 participating 
Arab countries, will be 
located in Amman. 

Also, according to the 
statement, Khalifah Suwei- 
di of the UAE stressed the 
importance of investing in 
education and ensuring the 
employment of the Arab 
countries’ graduates so that 
the “Arab World can reap 
the rewards of its educa- 
tional harvest." 

Queen Noor emphasised 
that attention to this educa- 
tional sector is important as 
part of the process of 
advancing the quality of 
education for all students in 
Jordan and in the Arab 
World by developing pro- 
grammes that will allow 
each and every student to 
fulfill his or her potential, 
said the statement. 

Also Wednesday, a Royal 
Court statement said. 
Queen Noor met with 
Joseph Locke, the vice 
president of the Ambas- 
sador Foundation and 
Daniel Thompson, tbe 
director of the Ambassador 
Foundation in Jordan and 
his wife at Al-Mawa 
Palace. 

The Ambassador Founda- 
tion, which has been active 
in j&rdan since 1982, is 
closing down all its interna- 
tional projects due to lack 
of funding, tbe statement 
said. 


According to the state- 
ment, Ml Thompson said 
the foundation's three 
major projects are in Thai- 
land, Sri Lanka and Jordan, 
adding that Jordan is “the 
biggest and longest running 
and was the first to open 
and will be the last to 
close.” 

During his tenure, Mr. 
Locke oversaw donations 
of nearly $2 million for the 
country’s underprivileged, 
said the statemenL 

Queen Noor expressed 
her appreciation on behalf 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and the people of Jor- 
dan for the dedicated and 
invaluable support of the 
volunteers, whom the foun- 
dation has been sending to 
work with various non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 


P ^ ’TV'* *• ■ * 


such as the Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF), tbe 
Young Muslim Women's 
Association, A1 Hussein 
Society and the Jordan 
Sports Federation for the 
Handicapped, the statement 
said. 

In the past 13 years, more 
than 140 volunteers have 
worked mainly with the 
underprivileged and tbe 
disabled, it said. 

The Ambassador Founda- 
tion was established in 
1975 by the World Wide 
Church of God in Texas, in 
the U.S., as its secular arm 
to promote humanitarian 
services, the statement said, 
it has programmes in the 
Middle East, Africa, North 
and South American, 
Europe and Asia. 


Body of missing man found near Ma’an 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The body ©fa*, 
man who-had been reported- 
missing for four months 
was found Tuesday by 
authorities in a valley near 
Dabet Hanout in Ma’an. A 
25-year-old man was arrest- 
ed Wednesday in connec- 
tion with the death, official 
sources said. 

An official source told the 
Jordan Times Wednesday 
.that the suspect, whom he 
would not identify, 
Wednesday confessed that 
he accidentally shot Bakhit 
Saleh while they were hunt- 
ing. 

The source, who pre- 
ferred anonymity, said the 
suspect told police that he 
went hunting with the vic- 
tim in the valley where he 
slid and a bullet was acci- 
dentally shot from his rifle 
striking Mr. Saleh in the 
head. 


“The suspect told police 
that the reason he did not 
inform tbe authorities, is 
that r-' be was - •• afraid of 
vengeance,” "■die -'- source- 
said.' : 

According :to ! the source, - 
Mr. Saleh, 25, was reported 
missing by his family four 
months ago. Hfis deteriorat- 
ing body was discovered 
Tuesday by a shepherd in 
the valley of Dabet Hanout, 
the source added. 

Preliminary investiga- 
tions indicated that Ml 
S aleh had received one bul- 
let to tbe head, said the 
source. 

“The victim’s body was 
decomposed and forensic 
e xaminati on indicated that 
there was a hole in the skull 
caused by a gun shot 
wound,” the source said. 

Police sources confirmed 
the incident but refused to 
release any details, saying 
they were investigating the 
incidenL 


Theft suspects detained 

Meanwhile, Irbid police 
Wednesday announced the 
arrest of four suspects, 
including ' a woman, 
involved in several thefts in 
the Iibid area. 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Mohammad Rashid, direc- 
tor of the Irbid Criminal 
Investigation Department, 
said the authorities appre- 
hended three men who 
allegedly robbed eight 
houses, six mosques and 
stole two cars in tbe south 
suburbs of Irbid. 

He told tbe Jordan Times 
that all burglaries occurred 
during the month of 
December. 

He identified the men as 
Adrian Mohammad Hafez, 
35, Ashraf Kamal and 
Ahmad Mohammad Ahmad 
both aged 19. He said they 
all had previous criminal 
records and were unem- 


ployed. 

The police official said 
that last week Irbid police 
arrested a woman who they- ? 
described as a specialist in" 
stealing handbags during 
weddings. 

“Tbe woman would 
attend the wedding pretend- 
ing to be a guest and while 
people are busy she would 
sneak out with the band- 
bags," Col. Rashid said. 

According to the Official, 
police were able to identify 
the woman after reviewing 
a video tape where both 
families could not identify 
the woman as one of their 
guests. 

According to police, the 
woman, 45, confessed to 
stealing at least 22 hand- 
bags containing jewellery, 
money and perfumes. 

Col. Rashid called on the 
women who lost their hand- 
bags during weddings to 
claim them at the Iibid 
police department 


Defence produces new 
information in alleged 
sabotage case 


Minister says Wadi Araba 
will witness growing 
development 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A witness for 
the defence in the case of six 
people known as tbe Islamic 
Revivalists, accused of sabo- 
tage, Wednesday gave testi- 
mony contradicting the one 
given by a prosecution wit- 
ness on Dec. 16 concerning 
the area where explosives 
allegedly belonging to the 
group was found. 

Marzouq Batayneh, a dig- 
nitary in the village where 
the defendants live and who 
accompanied officials and 
explosive experts to inspect 
the cave where the explo- 
sives had been allegedly hid- 
den, told the tribunal that the 
explosives were buried in a 
cave 400 metres away from 
defendant Khalid Kilani’s 
house. 

On Dec. 16, one of the 
prosecution witnesses, Cap- 
tain Ahmad Kundi of the 
Iibid police department, told 
the court that he had 
searched the home of Khalid 
Kilani and found no explo- 
sives: instead the defendant 
led him to a cave two metres 
away from his house where 
the explosive materials were 
buried. 

When state prosecutor 
Major Mahmoud Obeidat 


presented the explosives, 
allegedly found in the cave, 
for Mr. Batayneh to identify, 
the witness positively identi- 
fied the explosives. 

The group of six, which is 
alleged to have started gath- 
ering its members in 1990, is 
charged with planning to 
carry out attacks against for- 
eigners in Jordan, using 
explosives and automatic 
weapons. The group was 
apprehended before it actu- 
ally carried out any attack. 

The defendants are also 
charged with illegal posses- 
sion and manufacturing of 
explosive materials and 
automatic weapons for illicit 
use, and belonging to an ille- 
gal organisation. 

Khalid Aref, defending Mr. 
Kilani, asked the court to 
dismiss explosives expert 
Ahmad Ali because, Mr. 
Aref said, his testimony is no 
longer necessary. 

The witness should be dis- 
missed because "his testimo- 
ny will be similar to Mr. 
Batayneh ’s," Mr. Aref said. 

Major Obeidat asked the 
court to allow him time to 
prepare his final argument. 

Presiding Judge Colonel 
Hafez Amin agreed to the 
defence and prosecutor's 
requests and set Jan. 23 as 
the date to resume the case. 


AQABA (Petra) — The 
Wadi Araba region in 
southern Jordan will wit- 
ness a comprehensive 
development process in the 
coming decade. Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsbeidat said Wednesday. 

At a meeting with resi- 
dents of A1 Risha town in 
Wadi Araba, Dr. Irsheidat 
said his ministry gives due 
concern to developing tbe 
region with the aim of 
improving living condi- 
tions. 

Paying tribute to His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan’s keen inter- 
est in developing the 
region. Dr. Irsheidat said 
several dam projects will 
be carried out in the region 
this year, including AI Ghi- 
dan Valley dam. which 


have a capacity of 8 million 
cubic metres. 

The minister said a local 
consultative firm is current- 
ly conducting a feasibility 
study on building two 
dams in Wadi Musa and 
Wadi Rahma, noting that 
the study will be complete 
in the first quarter of this 
year. 

Dr. Irsheidat said ‘that 
there is another project to 
exploit underground water 
in Al Risheh area and added 
that the project is financed 
through grants by the Arab 
Fund for Economic and 
Social Development and 
the Islamic Development 
Bank. The fund is offering 
300,000 Kuwaiti dinars and 
the bank is offering 
$280,000. 


CORRECTION 

IN AN article published in the Jordan Times on 
Wednesday. Jan. 17 (Queen Noor announces 5 scholar- 
ships for Jordanian students to United World Colleges*) 
students were advised to obtain their application forms 
from the Ministry of Education and the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation. Applications should in fact be 
obtained from the Ministry of Education and the Abdul 
Hamid Sharaf School. We apologise for any confusion 
this may have caused the readers. 
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China demands recall of U.S., 
Japanese diplomats for spying 


Beijing (afp) — china 

confirmed Wednesday it 
had demanded the U.S. and 
Japanese governments 
recall two diplomats from 
their respective embassies 
here, accusing them of spy- 
ing on two restricted 
Chinese military zones. 

Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Shen Guofang 
said Japan’s Air Self- 
Defence Force Colonel 
Kenji Maetani and U.S. Air 
Force Lieutenant Colonel 
Bradley Genies’ “illegal 
entry ... into Chinese 
restricted military zones ... 
and their illegal obtaining of 
military intelligence are 
clear in the facts," Xinhua 
said. 

“The irrefutable evidence 
shows that their actions 
were deliberate and pre- 
meditated,” said Mr. Shen, 
accusing the pair of “con- 
ducting activities entirely 
incompatible with their sta- 
tus as diplomats” — a 
euphemism for spying. 

“They have seriously 
encroached upon China's 
sovereignty and compro- 
mised the national security 
of China,” he said, adding 
the Foreign Ministry had 
snmmoned U.S. and 
Japanese officials here to 
express its “strong displea- 
sure” and demand the diplo- 
mats be recalled before 
Friday. 


. Col. Maetani and Col. 
Geides were intercepted on 
Jan. 8 as they were entering 
into restricted military 
zones in the southern island 
province of Hainan, where 
they were “photographing 
and videotaping,” Mr. Shen 
was quoted as saying. 

But, despite accepting the 
confiscation of their films 
and videotapes and signing 
a written confession about 
their activities, they .subse- 
quently, “showing no repen- 
tance, again sneaked into a 
military airport near 
Zhanjiang City” in southern 
Guangdong province 
Thursday, he said. 

They were “caught on the 
spot” gathering intelligence 
and were interrogated by 
the competent Chinese 
authorities, the spokesman 
' said. 

During the interrogation 
they “confessed their guilt 
in illegally entering into the 
Chinese restricted military 
zones, admitted in writing 
their wrongdoings and 
pledged not to repeat such 
activities in the future," he 
said. 

Zhanjiang is the base for 
tbe Chinese Navy’s South 
China Sea Fleet 

Japanese and U.S. offi- 
cials have denied any 
wrongdoing by their diplo- 
mats. 

U.S. State Department 


spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said Tuesday the U.S. 
charge d’affaires in Beijing 
had “protested vigorously” 
against the arrest of CoL 
Gerdes, who returned to tbe 
U.S. embassy Saturday. 

The officer’s tour of the 
region was approved by 
Chinese authorities and was 
“fully consistent with his 
diplomatic status,” he said. 

Tbe visit was “routine 
official business ... part of 
his normal course of opera- 
tion," Mr. Bums said, 
adding that Col. Gerdes had 
not been mistreated but was 
interrogated for 19 hours 
without being allowed to 
sleep. 

A Japanese Foreign 
Ministry official said the 
embassy here had lodged a 
protest with the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry, accusing 
China of violating the 
Vienna Convention govern- 
ing diplomatic status. 

Col. Maetani “uninten- 
tionally” entered the 
restricted area in 
Guangdong, he said. 

The attache was detained 
from Thursday to Friday 
and had been asked to leave 
die country on a “volun- 
tary” basis, he added. 

A Defence Agency 
spokesman said the incident 
was tbe first of its type since 
1987, when a Japanese mil- 
itary attache was expelled 


North Korean diplomat’s wife 
says she fled embassy problems 


SEOUL (AFP) — A North Korean diplo- 
mat's wife who defected from Zambia said 
here Wednesday that life in the prison-like 
mission compound had become so intolera- 
ble she had tried to commit suicide, and 
when that failed she fled. 

“1 wanted to die," the defector. 36- year- 
old Choi Soo-Bong, was quoted as saying 
in her first statement released by intelli- 
gence authorities. 

.,, 4 T was manhan dled by the ambassador 
and there were serious disputes among, the 
staff in the compound” 

' Mrs. Choi, wire of the North Korean fluid 
secretary in Lusaka and the daughter of an 
elite official in die North, said she was rel- 
egated to tbe job of embassy typist and even 
forced to clean the compound. 

Yonhap News Agency in a separate state- 
ment, attributed to unnamed officials here, 
said Mrs. Choi had told her questioners that 
her husband had tried, but failed to flee to 
tbe British embassy. 

Yonhap also said a second defector from 
Zambia, until now identified only as a mys- 
terious martial arts instructor named Cha 
Song-Keun, was a highly-trained espionage 
agent. It quoted an unnamed senior official 
as saying be was “probably a bigger catch” 
than Mrs. Choi. 

Mr. Cba’s father is Cha Sun-Kwon, 
deputy minister in charge of protocol in 
North Korea’s Foreign Ministry, and one of 
his uncles a four-star general in the North 
Korean army, the official told Yonhap. 

Neither Yonhap report was confirmed or 
denied by the Foreign Ministry here. 

Tbe pair arrived in Seoul in separate 
planes from London Tuesday. 

In the released statement, Mrs. Choi 
painted a picture of hot-house desperation 
and petty brutishness in the embassy, with 
the families of junior staff members calling 
tbe ambassador’s wife “crocodile.” 

She tried to commit suicide by taking an 
overdose of sleeping tablets “because of the 


inhumane treatment by the North Korean, 
Ambassador Kim Ung-Sang” one day 
before tbe defection, the statement said. 

“After waking up in the morning, (realis- 
ing) my suicide attempt a failure. I decided 
to defect ... and ran immediately to the 
South Korean embassy,” she said. 

“Also I have been disillusioned with 
North Korea’s political system. Life in the 
compound was desperate,” Mis. Choi said. 

A graduate in literature from the North's 
elite Kim U-Suhg University, and the 
daughter of Choi HungrSu, 69, a presti- 
gious member of the North's Academy of 
Sciences, she rebelled when the ambas- 
sador forced her to clean tbe embassy com- 
pound in addition to ber typing duties. 

The ambassador slapped ber in the face, 
ber husband scolded her and life became 
more and more miserable, she said, with the 
“crocodile” interfering in every detail of the 
lives of tbe staff and their dependants. 

Discontented younger embassy officials 
had talked secretly among themselves about 
South Korea, she said. 

In November she said she refused to write 
the ambassador's new year message to Kim 
Jong-D, and when the ambassador did it 
himself, he was reprimanded by Pyongyang 
for bad writing. 

No transcript has yet been released from 
the interrogation of Mr. Cha, who defected 
five days after Mrs. Choi amid fears his real 
job was to liquidate Mrs. Choi before she 
could reach Seoul. 

He decided to defect to the South after 
being given an “impossible” order sent 
directly from North Korea to recruit a South 
Korean diplomat, and because, as chief 
agent in Zambia, be feared punishment for 
Mrs. Choi's defection, he said. 

During their interrogations, it was con- 
firmed Mrs. Choi and Mr. Cha had no extra- 
marital relationship, Yonhap added. 


CIA chief, in Colombia, pledges 
help in nabbing fugitive drug lord 


BOGOTA (AFP) — U.S. 
CIA Director John Deutch 
personally monitored 
Colombia’s manhunt for a 
fugitive Cali cartel druglord 
during a visit here, and 
pledged U.S. assistance in 
tracking him down, officials 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Deutch’s rare, top- 
level U.S. presence in 
Colombia bad been sched- 
uled since last November, 
but his visit coincided pre- 
cisely with a development 
tbe United States has grum- 
bled was evidence 
Colombia needed to take a 
tougher line in the war on 
drugs. 

The director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
met with President Ernesto 
Samper, Defense Minister 
Juan Carlos Esguerra, 
Justice Minister Carlos 
Medellin and Foreign 
Minister Rodrigo Pardo and 
Attorney General Alfonso 
Valdivieso. 

Mr. Deutch was accompa- 
nied by Assistant Secretary 
of Defence John Sheridan 
and officials of the U.S. 


Drug Enforcement 

Administration. 

Mr. Esguerra said the two 
sides agreed to strengthen 
cooperation in fighting drug 
trafficking. The defence 
minister said Colombia 
asked for U.S. technical and 
logistical aid. 

Jose Santacruz Londono, 
reputedly the third-in-com- 
mand of the powerful Cali 
drug ring blamed for mov- 
ing the majority of the 
cocaine consumed in the 
United States, escaped from 
a maximum- security prison 
Thursday behind the 
smoked glass of a car visit- 
ing the jail. 

In Cali, Mr. Deutch 
looked in on tbe manhunt as 
part of a 24-hour visit He 
arrived in the early hours of 
Monday and left early 
Tuesday. 

Police sources said Mr. 
Deutch was impressed with 
the Colombian authorities 
plans, and that he immedi- 
ately offered U.S. higb-tech 
help in nabbing Mr. 
Santacruz. 

Meanwhile, a fax purport- 


edly sent from Caracas by 
Mr. Santacruz to the 
Colombian media was cir- 
culated widely here, includ- 
ing his national ID number 
and a supposed fingerprint 

It was not immediately 
clear if the document was 
authentic. It said neither Mr. 
Santacruz’s cartel col- 
leagues nor prison guards 
were involved in his jail- 
break, and criticised the 
government’s prosecution 
of cartel leaders. 

It said that while in jail, 
Mr. Santacruz had not been 
questioned for alleged drug 
trafficking or for alleged 
involvement in the 1989 
murder of Antioquia 
Governor Antonio Roldan. 
The letter said illicit enrich- 
ment charges against Mr. 
Santacruz were only 
brought up when he went on 
the lam. 

Mr. Santacruz. 52, known 
as “the Student,” was arrest- 
ed on July 4 by bodyguards 
of the national police chief 
while dining in plain view 
at a stylish Bogota restau- 
rant. 


from the Soviet Union. 

A similar incident 
between China and the 
United States occurred in 
August, when bilateral ties 
were strained as differences 
mounted over Taiwan. 

On that occasion, two 
U.S. military personnel 
based in Hong Kong were 
arrested during a trip to 
southern China. They were 
expelled for allegedly tak- 
ing photographs of Chinese 
military installations. 

Relations between 
Washington and Beijing are 
still recovering from a dra- 
matic downturn following 
the U.S. granting of a visa to 
Lee Teng-Hui, the president 
of Taiwan, which Beijing 
insists is part of China. 

Mr. Shen . said the activi- 
ties of Col. Maetani and 
Col. Geides had broken 
China’s laws on state secu- 
rity, protection of military 
facilities and the control of 
entry and exit of aliens, as 
well as violating the Vienna 
Convention on diplomatic 
ties. 

The Chinese authorities 
“demanded the U.S. gov- 
ernment and the Japanese 
government to strictly abide 
by the basic norms, govern- 
ing international relations 
and guarantee against (he 
recurrence of similar inci- 
dents in die future,” be said. 


Australian 
state accused 
of stealthy 
republicanism 

CANBERRA (R) — 

Australia’s smouldering 
debate over Prime Minister 
Paul Keating’s plan for a 
republic by the year 2001 
burst back to life on 
Wednesday as monarchists 
accused one state of trying 
. to. impose .a republic by 
stealth. 

One of Keating's col- 
leagues, New South Wales 
Labour Premier Bob Carr, 
sparked the latest flare-up 
Tuesday when he 
announced he would strip 
the state governor of many 
privileges and make tbe job 
a part-time one. 

Each of Australia’s six 
states has a governor who 
represents Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth, who is 
Australia’s head of state. 

“It's outrageous and 
despicable,” said Kerry 
Jones, the spokeswoman 
for Australia's main 
monarchist group, 

Australians for 

Constitutional Monarchy. 

“It’s republicanism by 
stealth because there’s no 
mandate from the people 
— there’s no referendum ” 
Mr. Jones told Renters. 

Mr. Keating hopes he can 
convince Australians to 
vote in a referendum before 
tbe year 2000 to remove 
Queen Elizabeth as head of 
state and create a republic. 

But Mr. Carr went ahead 
Tuesday as be appointed a 
new governor and 
announced a downgrading 
of tbe cost and activites of 
the queen’s representative 
in the state. 

“The advance towards 
the Australian republic 
makes such a reView time- 
ly,” Mr. Carr said in a state- 
ment announcing tbe 
changes. 

Hie new gbvemor, for- 
mer Judge ’ Gordon 
Samuels, will work only 
part-time as governor and 
have to live in his own 
home. 

His predecessor, Rear 
Admiral Peter- Sinclair, 
lived in luxurious official 
residences complete with 
butlers, maids, drivers, 
cooks and kitchen hands. 

Judge Samuels will only 
have a driver and a private 
secretary. 

“In its day-to-day con- 
duct, the office of governor 
should be less associated 
with pomp and ceremony, 
less encumbered by anach- 
ronistic protocol, more in 
tune with the character of 
the people,” Mr, Carr said. 

Since Australia’s forma- 
tion over 200 years ago as a 
British colony, Australia’s 
state governors have usual- 
ly acted in a ceremonial 
role. 
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Shuttle Endeavour astronauts Leroy Chiao (top) and Winston Scott work in tbe 
cargo bay of the shuttle daring the second spacewalk of the mission. Winston bolds 
a device which measures temperature variances in the cargo bay. Chiao is at t a c h i n g 
tools to the aft bulkhead area of the shuttle bay for future experiments (Reuter photo) 

Shuttle crew wrap up 2nd spacewalk 


HOUSTON SPACE CENTER, Texas 
(AFP) — Two astronauts aboard the U.S. 
space shuttle Endeavour completed the sec- 
ond spacewalk of their nine-day mission 
Wednesday, NASA said. 

It was astronaut's Leroy Chiao’s second 
time outside the Endeavour after Monday's 
spacewalk, but on this occasion be was 
joined by Winston ScotL 

The two astronauts began their six-hour 
space jaunt at 12:40 a.m. (0540 GMT), an 
hour later than programmed due to some 
difficulties in suiting up, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) said. 

As with tbe first spacewalk, tbe astronauts 
tested tools and techniques to be used in 
building a future international space station. 

They rook with them a special tool box 
designed to hold Svionics Equipment and 
tested a new tether to keep space workers 
from drifting away as they move about out- 
side the future space 1 station. 

NASA scientists monitored the astro- 
nauts’ every move to determine the most 


efficient movement and work environment 
that can be achieved in a state of weight- 
lessness. 

Chiao and Scott also tested space suits 
and thermal underwear that NASA hopes 
will keep astronauts warmer in the bone- 
chilling cold of space. 

After the spacewalk, NASA was to decide 
whether ice buildup in one of the 
Endeavour’s two cooling systems may war- 
rant shortening the space mission by one 
day. 

NASA said they have several options to 
dislodge the ice, including- pointing the 
cooling system towards the sun. 

The problem, already encountered in past 
shuttle missions, posed no risk to the crew 
and is not considered serious, since the 
Endeavour's primaiy cooling system was 
functioning properly, a spokesman said. 

Tbe Endeavour was launched Thursday 
from Cape Canaveral, Florida, and is pro- 
grammed for a 1 landing at the same site 
Saturday. 


Photo of galaxies peers back towards big bang 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
startling image made by the 
Hubble space telescope of 
more than 1,500 distant 
galaxies allows astronomers 
to peer back in time to with- 
in a billion years of tbe big 
bang, a NASA scientist said 
Tuesday. 

■ ■ The new pictures show a 
dark sky studded with what 
at first look like twinkling 
diamonds but are actually 
the swirling shapes of 
galaxies in various stages of 
evolution. 

These images provide a 
world laboratory for resear- 
chers who want to track the 
origins of the universe, 
according to Ed Weiler, 
chief scientist for the 
Hubble space telescope. 

'This is an attempt to take 
a picture that sees as far 
back (in time) and as faint 
(an image) as humans have 
ever seen ” Mr. Weiler said 
in a telephone interview 
from San Antonio, where 
the images were released 
Monday at a meeting of the 
American Astronomical 
Society. 




Astronomers made the 
images by focusing the 
orbiting Hubble spacecraft 
at an apparently- “empty" 
spot in the heavens just 
above tbe handle of the big 
dipper constellation. They 
chose this location so that 
no close-by stars from 
Earth’s Milky Way galaxy 
would get in the picture. 

Because some of the 
galaxies were so feint and 
so far away — between 10 
billion and 13 billion light- 
years, with a light-year 
equalling about 6 trillion 
miles — the images could 
only be made by pushing 
Hubble to the edge of its 
capabilities, Mr. Weiler 
said. 

“We pushed the telescope 
almost to its limits," be said. 

“One picture represents 
between 30 and 80 hours of 
work." 

“We reached four billion 
times fainter than the 
human eye can see,” Mr. 
Weiler sad. “... You’re see- 
ing back to probably within 
a billion years after the big 
bang.” 


The big bang theory holds 
that the universe was creat- 
ed in a powerful explosion 
that dispersed matter out- 
ward, and tbe dispersal is 
continuing. The timing of 
tins explosion is a matter for 
scientific debate, but it may 
have occuned some 10 bil- 
lion to 15 billion years ago. 

Celestial bodies bom soon 
after tbe big bang are far- 
thest away and their light 
has taken billions of years 
to reach Earth. By capturing 
the images of these distant 
galaxies, scientists may be 
able to see how galaxies and 
their components evolve. 

In another finding pre- 
sented to the astronomical 
meeting, Hubble scientists 
showed an image of tbe star 
Betelgeuse that revealed a 
massive “hot spot”. 

Mr. Weller said (his is the 
first picture of a star, other 
than the sun, ever taken that 
shows distinct features. All 
previous pictures of stars 
have shown them merely as 
points of light, he said. 


* 








# 




.'it- * 



Hobble Deep Field 

Hubble Space Telescope * ,WFPC2 


juv.vlvtt '-Vij - 


Several hundred never before seen galaxies are visible in this image taken by the 
Hubble space telescope and released by NASA. The images allow astronomers to peer 
back in time to within a billion years of the Big Bang, according to NASA. The image 
was assembled from many separate exposures taken with the Wide Field and 
Planetary Camera for ten consecutive days, December 18 to 28, 1995 (Reuter photo) 


Boy wins 
settlement for 
panda-bite 

BEIJING (R) — A boy bit- 
ten and disabled by a giant 
panda at his local zoo was 
awarded a cash settlement 
by an east China court, 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Wednesday. Lu fie, whose 
age was not given, was 
attacked by tbe panda in 
February 1995 in .the 
Huzhou People's Zoo in 
Zhejiang province, the offi- 
cial agency reported. Lu 
had climbed into the 
panda's cage with two 
playmates to play with tbe 
cuddy-looking endangered 
national symbol, which 
inflicted a crippling bite to 
his left leg, it said. The 
Huzhou Court held the 
zookeeper and tbe boy's 
parents responsible for the 
incident. Lu’s mother 
nonetheless sued the zoo 
for negligence and sought 
96,000 yuan ($11,540) in 
compensation. The court 
awarded him 37,118 yuan 
($4,470), Xinhua said. 

Chinese women 

spumed by civil 
service 

BEUING (AFP) — An 
official Chinese newspaper 
has accused tbe country’s 
civil service of blatant sex- 
ual rfise riminafi nn, citing a 
recent job fair at which 
two-thirds of state organi- 
sations openly expressed a 
bias against women appli- 
cants. Of the 42 oxgaoisa- 
tions under the state coun- 
cil that were represented at . 
tbe fair held in Beijing last 
week, 27 either imposed a 
limit on the number of 
women to be recruited or 
rejected them completely, 
the China Women’s News 
said in its latest edition. 
The newspaper said tbe 
attitude of the organisa- 
tions was all tbe more 
appalling considering that 
1996 marks the first year of 
the Chinese women's 
development programme 
— a state-drafted blueprint 
for .ensuring ’ wdhftfa’s 
rights across me country. A 
section chief from one state 
d&$rtment told tbe news- 
paper that women were 
often turned away for three 
reasons: They do not like to 
travel, they cannot cany a 
heavy workload and they 
want to have children. 
“This way of thinking 
shows that women's libera- 
tion has a long way to trav- 
el from theory to reality," 
the newspaper said. Beijing 
hosted the World 
Conference on Women in 
September — an irony not 
lost on one disgruntled 
female graduate who found 
herself spumed at the job 
fain “The conference only 
just dosed and yet already 
we’re being confronted 
with discrimination like 
this in state organisations. I 
can’t believe it,” said Zhou 
Xianglin, a graduate from 
Hunan Financial Institute. 

Showgirls heads 
list of most boring 
movies 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Never mind the Oscars and 
Golden Globes, the list of 
1 995^ most boring movies 
is in and Showgirls has 
been given a special .cate- 
gory of its own. The criti- 
cally derided box office 
flop about a scheming Las 
Vegas stripper is the sole 
nominee for “most boring 
sex film” in the Boring 
Institute’s 11th annnal list 
of celluloid under-achiev- 
ers. “This film, filled with 
gorgeous naked women, 
was spoiled by a totally 
unnecessary plot and dia- 
logue,” said tbe institute’s 
citation. The exotic movie, 
written by Basic Instinct 
screenwriter Joe Eszterhas 
and starring Elizabeth 
Berkley, grossed about $20 
million at the domestic box 
office. Audiences may 
struggle to recall some of 
tbe nominees for most bor- 
ing drama/action film: The 
Tie That Binds, Magic In 
The Water, Bad Company, 
Rangoon and Jefferson Jn 
Paris. Their bigger rivals 
are Waterworid, Judge 
Dredd, Wild Bill, Congo 
and Under Siege 2: Dark 
Territory. Last year's win- 
ner was On Deadly Ground 
which, along with the 
Under Siege sequel, starred 
Steven SeagaL 
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World News 


Berlusconi goes on 
trial for corruption 

MILAN (R) Italy’s former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi went on trial in a blaze of publicity Wednesday, 
accused of corruption od charges linked to bis multi-billion 
dollar Rninvest business empire. 

The conservative media magnate, 59, his brother Paolo 
and nnje others including business associates and former 
fi n a n ce police could face up to five years in prison if found 
guilty. 

All deny charges brought by Milan’s elite team of “clean 
hands” anti-graft magistrates that four Fininvest companies 
paid bribes totalling 380 million lire ($240,000) to tax 
inspectors in return for lenient audits between 1989 and 
1993- 

Mr. Berlusconi, who spent seven stormy months in office 
in 1994, became Italy's first serving prime minister to face 
criminal charges when investigators launched their case 
against him in November 1994. He has branded die affair a 
political witch hunt. 

Only be and three co-defendants, all former finance 
policemen, were present in the marble-panelled courtroom 
for the opening of the trial. The other accused, inclu ding 
Paolo Berlusconi, exercised their right not to attend. 

The fascist-era court was packed for the bearing, with 
many journalists following proceedings from behind bars 
in a security cage built down one side of the room for dan- 
gerous prisoners. 

Dressed in a grey suit and pale blue shirt, Mr. Berlusconi 
was driven into the court building through a side entrance 
past waiting reporters and armed carabinieri paramilitary 
police. 

Smiling and looking relaxed, he shook bands with a polit- 
ical ally. Parliamentarian Vittorio Sgarbi. before sitting 
down at the front of the court with his lawyers. 

Initial proceedings were taken up with debate on whether 
television cameras should be allowed in to film the trial and 
whether coverage should be live. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who swept to a general election victory 
in March 1994 just weeks after entering politics, insists the 
payments at the root of the trial were extorted by rapacious 
tax police and that he had no knowledge of them at die time 
they were made. 

At an eve-of-trial news conference, he launched his most 
violent attack yet on die Milan magistrates, accusing them 
of using investigations to try to bring down his government 
take power in Italy themselves. 

He reserved his most stinging criticisms for former star 
Magistrate Antonio Di Pietro, the man who symbolised the 
judicial assault which toppled Italy’s corrupt old political 
guard. 

“I accuse the investigating magistrates who built up the 
prosecution, and in particular Di Pietro, of having used 
their powers in the administration of justice to obtain the 
resignation of the government presided over by myself,” 
Mr. Berlusconi said in a statement issued after the news 
conference. 

His allegations were dismissed as laughable by Milan's 
Chief Prosecutor Francesco Saverio Borrelli. 

“Frankly, it seems to me that looking at the history of the 
crisis in his government, the right honourable Berlusconi’s 
affirmation is totally ridiculous,” Mr. Borrelli said. 

Mr. Berlusconi heads the centre-right Freedom Alliance 
coalition of parties in parliament, but his prospects of 
returning to high office have taken a knock as a result of his 
■jutffiaj woes. , n - T . 

He has recently dropped insistent calls for a snap general 
election to join other parties in the search for a broad-based 
government to succeed the government of technocrat 
Prime Minister Lamtierto Dini, who resigned last week. 


Senate panel examines 
Whitewater meeting notes 


WASHINGTON (R) — Se- 
nate investigators Tuesday 
examined parts of cryptic 
notes made of a 1993 meet- 
ing on the Whitewater affair 
that had earlier threatened 
to lead to a constitutional 
confrontation with the pres- 
ident. 

The notes of the Nov. 5 
meeting between White 
House lawyers and 
President and Mrs Clinton’s 
own attorneys were surren- 
dered to the Senate 
Whitewater Committee 
only after it had moved to 
seek court enforcement of 
its subpoena for them. 

The legal battle had 
appeared to be beaded all 
the way to the Supreme 
Court, raising comparisons 
with Watergate. But com- 
mittee questioning of the 
author of the notes, former 
White House associate 
counsel William Kennedy, 
along with former associate 
counsel Neil Eggleston and 
current deputy White House 
counsel Bruce Lindsay 
appeared to yield little new, 
other than an explanation of 
the use of the word “vacu- 
um.” 

Earlier release of the 
notes bad brought sugges- 
tions that the entry “vacu- 
um. Rose Law files” 
referred to a plan to comb 
through the files of the Rose 
Law Finn in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, where Hillary 
Rodham Clinton was for- 
merly a partner. 

But Mr. Kennedy told the 
committee the word 
referred to a “vacuum of 
information” because real 
estate files relating to the 
Clintons’ investment in an 
Aikansas vacation develop- 
ment known as White water 
“were in a shambles.” both 
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. 
Eggleston said there was 
“absolutely” no discussion 
at the meeting of destroying 
any files. 

The Nov. 5 meeting at the 
offices of the Clintons’ 
lawyers, Mr. Eggleston 
said, was to advise the 


Clintons’ attorneys of the 
facts and to ensure that the 
private lawyers and White 
House lawyers each per- 
formed their proper roles. 

The meeting occurred as 
Whitewater news stories 
swirled around the 
Clintons’ failed investment 
in which they were partners 
with the head of the 
Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan Association, 
James McDougal. and his 
wife. Investigators are try- 
ing to find out whether any 
government-insured depos- 
itors’ money in the failing 
savings and loan was fun- 
nelled into the Whitewater 
investment 

Mrs. Clinton’s role has 
received intense scrutiny 
recently after the unexpect- 
ed discovery at the White 
House of billing records for 
legal work that she did for 
Madison while she was a 
Rose partner. The commit- 
tee is examining those 
records. 

Discovery of the billing 
records followed earlier 
release of a memo that 
appeared" to suggest the first 
lady played a role in the fir- 
ing of White House travel 
office staffers, an incident 
that has become known as 
“travelgate.” 

Mrs. G inton has denied 
such a role in a series of 
recent TV and radio inter- 
views about Whitewater, 
travelgate and her new book 
for children, It Takes A 
Village. 

In Little Rock Tuesday, 
she was greeted by more 
than a thousand cheering 
people as she arrived on a 
book promotion visit. “1 
have a message I want to try 
to get out despite all the 
storm about Whitewater,” 
she said 

A House of Represen- 
tatives Committee was 
expected to hear testimony 
from the author of the trav- 
elgate memo, former White 
House aide David Watkins, 
Wednesday. 



Drug lord Juan Garcia Abrego, 51, is escorted out of 
the Federal Court building in Houston by FBI 
agents. Mr. Abrego, who is on the FBI’s “Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives” list, was arrested on Jan. 14 in 
Monterrey. Mexico. Mr. Abrego agreed to stay in jail 
without bond until a Feb. 6 hearing (Reuter photo) 

Drug lord’s expulsion stirs 
controversy in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
Mexico justified its speedy 
expulsion to the United 
States of drug lord Juan 
Garcia Abrego. as the 
media demanded to know 
why he was not. first tried 
for the many crimes he 
allegedly committed here. 

The reputed head of the 
violent gulf cartel based in 
northern Mexico and one 
of the 1 0 most wanted men 
in the United States was 
arrested by Mexican police 
Sunday in Monterrey and 
put on a flight to Texas the 
following day. .. 

Mr. Garcia' Abrego, who 
is reported to have both 
U.S. and Mexican citizen- 
ship, appeared Tuesday 
before a U.S. court in 
Houston where he agreed 
to waive a bail bearing 
until early next month. He 
faces 20 charges of drug 
trafficking, money laun- 
dering and operating a 
criminal enterprise.' 

U.S. authorities hold the 
gulf cartel responsible for 
nearly one-third of the 
cocaine shipped into the 
United States. 

The Mexican govern- 
ment’s decision to imme- 
diately expel Mr. Garcia 
Abrego drew sharp media 
criticism Tuesday, with 
some newspapers report- 
ing that the cocaine king- 
pin is charged with more 
than 100 crimes in 
Mexico. 

The usually pro-govern- 
ment El Excelsior said: 
“Why not try here an evil- 
doer whose crimes were 
committed oq national ter- 
ritory? Once his sentence 
has been served, then be 
can be deported.” 

In dispute is the govern- 
ment’s claim that Mr. 
Garcia Abrego, 51, was 
not a Mexican citizen and 
therefore could be 
expelled on grounds that 
his presence here was 
“inconvenient.” 

On Monday, the Interior 
Ministry distributed an 
illegible photocopy of a 
birth certificate, claiming 
it showed Mr. Garcia 
Abrego was bora in Las 
Palomas, Texas, on Sept. 
13. 1944. 

But Esteban Alvarado, a 
civil registry official, went 
on television Tuesday with 
what he said was Mr. 
Garcia Abrego’s birth cer- 
tificate showing he was 
bora in the town of 
Rancho La Puerta, in the 
northern state of 
Matamoros. 

A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment late Tuesday said Mr. 
Garcia Abrego “is not a 
Mexican” regardless of 
Mr. Alvarado's claim, 
because he bad lost his 
Mexican nationality the 
moment “he opted for U.S. 
citizenship.” 

Meanwhile. Mexico’s 
arrest of Mr. Garcia 


Abrego drew praise from 
White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry who 
hailed it as “a major coup 
for Mexican law enforce- 
ment officials.” 

Attorney General Janet 
Reno said the case “clearly 
demonstrates that even 
those who have most suc- 
cessfully eluded capture 
can be brought to justice 
by law enforcement enti- 
ties that act with determi- 
nation, courage and vigor.” 

Until his bail hearing set 
for Feb., 6, Mr. Garcia 
Abrego will be held at the 
Harris County Jail in 
downtown Houston. 
Security has been beefed 
up, with television cam- 
eras monitoring him 24 
hours per day. 

A 28-page indictment 
alleges that Mr. Garcia 
Abrego' s organisation 
transported and distributed 
tons of cocaine hidden in 
compartments of vehicles 
driven from Mexico to 
Houston, Dallas and Fort 
Worth, Texas and New 
York City. 

Mr. Garcia Abrego also 
allegedly directed that 
bribes be paid to a Federal 
Bureau Of Investigation 
(FBI) agent posing as a 
corrupt agent in exchange 
for protection and infor- 
mation about investiga- 
tions. the indictment 
claimed. 

The indictment further 
alleges that Mr. Garcia 
Abrego ordered murders 
and other violent acts. 

The indictment, which 
contains allegations dating 
back to 1986, details the 
alleged transport of tons of 
cocaine and tens of mil- 
lions of dollars. Mexican 
press accounts have put 
Kir. Garcia Abrego’s for- 
tune at between $3 billion 
and $15 billion. 

If convicted, Mr. Garcia 
Abrego could face life in 
prison. 

Mexico’s Attorney 
General Antonio Lozano 
wrote Ms. Reno Tuesday 
asking that she keep him 
appraised of Mr. Garcia 
Abrego’s case, his office 
said in a statement. 

Of special interest, the 
statement added, was any 
information from the sus- 
pect on crimes he may 
have committed in Mexico 
and on any Mexicans he 
may have had illegal deal- 
ings with. 

Sir. Lozano also asked 
Ms. Reno to allow a mem- 
ber of his staff to attend 
any hearings involving Mr. 
Garcia Obrego. 

The attorney general's 
office also said that it bad 
been notified that Mr. 
Garcia Abrego had told 
U.S. authorities that he 
was bora in Las Palomas, 
Texas, and that both his 
parents were also U.S. cit- 
izens. 
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Sri Lanka troops poised 
for major anti-Tiger drive 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan security forces were 
Wednesday poised for a 
major offensive against jun- 
gle bases of Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas in the east of the 
country, defence sources 
here said. 

Army commandos were 
ready to move against posi- 
-tions of the separatist 
Liberati on Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) in the eastern 
province where there have 
been stepped up rebel 
attacks since the New Year, 
the sources said. 

“The monsoon rains have 
delayed the launch of the 
onslaught,” a defence offi- 
cial said. “But troops will 
move in any time now on a 
large front to take on the 
Tigers." 

The chief military 
spokesman declined to dis- 
cuss the impending army 
offensive but said the 
authorities would “soon 
take action” against the 
guerrillas in the eastern 
regions. 

“The situation in tbe east 
will be changed very soon,” 
tbe spokesman said refer- 
ring to renewed Tiger 
attacks against security 
forces and civilians in the 
eastern districts of 
Batticaloa, Ampara and 
Trincomalee. 

A gunman from a Tiger 
hit-squad known as the 
“pistol group” killed anoth- 
er government official in 
the town of Trincomalee 


Tuesday, bringing to 25 the 
number of people it has shot 
dead in the past two months. 

More than 50 people have 
been killed in sporadic vio- 
lence in tbe east since the 
LTTE lost its northern 
citadel of Jaffoa to security 
forces ea rlier last month. 

The LTTE lost Jaffna, 
capital of a de facto state 
run by the Tigers since 
1990, after 50 days of bitter 
fighting with security 
forces. Some 500 govern- 
ment soldiers and an esti- 
mated 2,000 rebels died in 
the fighting. 

More than 50,000 people 
have died in tbe separatist 
struggle in the past 23 years 
while all political attempts 
to appease minority Tamils 
have ended in failure. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka 
opened talks with political 
parties in a bid to hammer 
out a consensus on a new 
constitution aimed at ending 
the country’s protracted eth- 
nic war, a senior minister 
said Wednesday. 

Justice and Constitutional 
Affairs Minister G. L. Peiris 
said negotiations were 
flimftd at obtaining tbe 
mandatory two-thirds 
majority needed in parlia- 
ment to implement the 
sweeping reforms. 

Mr. Peiris said he was 
confident of winning sup- 
port for the reforms which 
envisage greater devolution 
of power to minority Tamils 
with the aim of halting the 


Tamil separatist war which 
has claused more than 
50,000 lives since 1972. 

“I am very hopeful of 
obtaining a consensus. 
People are sick and tired of 
this war,” Mr. Peiris told 
reporters here, “the war is 
necessary but we must take 
a political decision on what 
we are going to spend our 
money” 

He said tbe defence 
expenditure was estimated 
at 38 billion rupees ($716 
million) in ] 996, up from 32 
billion rupees ($603 mil- 
lion) in 1995. 

‘1 keep telling the people 
that we are not a poor coun- 
try,” Mr. Peiris said. “We 
can spend this money on 
creating jobs for our peo- 
ple” : 

He said the draft chapter 
on the new constitution 
unveiled by him Tuesday 
sought to lay down the 
structure of devolution by 
mining Sri Lanka into a 
union of regions but the 
number of regions will be 
decided by parliament. 

“What we have ensured is 
that devolution takes place 
subject to the unity and 
integrity of the sovereign 
state,” Mr. Peiris said. The 
draft will require a two 
thirds majority in parlia- 
ment and tbe approval of a 
nationwide referendum. 

The government of 
President Chandrika 
Komaratunga, who initiated 
the devolution process on 


Aug. 3, has only a one seat 
majority in parliament and 
needs the support of the 
main opposition United 
National Party (UNP). 

UNP General Secretary 
Gamini Athukorale said 
they were still studying tbe 
29-page draft and needed 
more time to comment The 
government gave copies of 
the draft to legislators 
Wednesday, a day after 
releasing it to the press. 

The moderate Tamil 
United Liberation Front 
said they were calling a spe- 
cial meeting over the week- 
end to formulate a position 
on the devolution package. 

Tbe draft proposes special 
status to Buddhism, the 
main religion in this majori- 
ty Sinhalese nation of 17.5 
million people. 

It is also proposed to set 
up a “supreme council” of 
monks to advise the govern- 
ment on preserving 
Buddhism. 

The move is seen as a bid 
to win the support of the 
influential Buddhist clergy 
who had opposed granting 
greater autonomy to minori- 
ty Tamils without first mili- 
tarily defeating separatist 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas. 

The government proposes 
to grant regional councils 
authority over land, law and 
order, taxes and foreign aid 
subject to pre-determined 
limits. 


Strike Thatcher: continued American 
paralyses presence in Asia is a must 


Bangladesh 

DHAKA (R) — A day-long 
genera] strike called by 
opposition parties shut 
down much of Bangladesh 
Wednesday, despite specu- 
lation. that- a ■ compromise 
might be. struck to end. the 
crippling political crisis.' - 

But-the first six hours of 
tbe dawn-to-dusk stoppage 
passed off without major 
incident with aimed secu- 
rity forces keeping close 
watch over the few chanti- 
ng activists on the streets. 

“We can call it a total 
strike...but the strike 
enforcers appeared some- 
what dampened amid spec- 
ulation of a compromise 
between tbe government 
and opposition,” said a 
leader of a small opposi- 
tion party. 

Witnesses said there was 
no road transport except 
rickshaws. Some trains and 
ferries stopped running 
while airport officials said 
flights were delayed. 

The strike shut 
Bangladesh’s two sea ports 
and closed tbe stock 
exchanges in Dhaka and 
Chittagong. Most private 
offices were closed and 
few civil servants turned 
up for work. 

Police said a few home- 
made bombs exploded in 
Dhaka after the stoppage 
began at 6 a.m. But no one 
was hurt. 

Main Opposition parties, 
including the Aw ami 

League led by Sheikh 
Hasina, organised the 
strike to try to thwart the 
filing of applications by 
candidates of the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) for the Feb. 
15 general election. 

Wednesday is officially 
the last day to register for 
the election. The opposi- 
tion has threatened a boy- 
cott unless Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia 
resigns beforehand and 
hands over power to a neu- 
tral successor to supervise 
the vote. 

It accuses Mrs. Khaleda’s 
government of rigging a 
1994 by-election and says 
no poll under her would be 
fair. She has rejected the 
opposition charges and 
demands. 

BNP sources said their 
candidates had already 
submitted their applica- 
tions. Opposition parties 
have called for a “siege” of 
election offices Thursday 
when applications will be 
reviewed. 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Fortner 
British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher said 
Wednesday a continued 
American presence in Asia 
is vital regional security. 

“In Asia, there are no mul- 
tilateral defence^ institutions 

Stability. will therefore . 

.depend both on a balanc iT 
power between' the great 
countries, and most impor- 
tantly on a continued 
American presence,” she 
said in a speech here. 

She said “there has to be 
one global power — a mili- 
tary power of fast resort to 
ensure that regional dis- 
putes do not escalate to 
uncontainable levels. That 
power is and can only be 
the United States ” 

Lady Thatcher stressed 
that tbe American presence 
in Asia is the “critical ele- 


ment in the Asian security 
equation.” 

Therefore. she said, 
.America must not be 
excluded from the benefits 
of economic cooperation in 
the region. 

.For; Taiwan ..to.. ■counter. ■ 
.jnilitary. threats from C hina. t 
Lady Thatcher said it was 
.necessary to “keep your 
own defence strong and up 
to date” and have a balance 
of power. 

China, a superpower in 
Asia, has vowed to attack 
Taiwan should it ever split 
from the Chinese mainl and 
officially. Beijing has 
viewed Taiwan as a rene- 
gade province since the end 
of a civil war in 1949 and 
says the island must even- 
tually reunify with the 
mainland. 

She suggested that China 


might introduce democracy 
after rapid economic devel- 
opment “With global com- 
munications, democracy 
will follow economic liber- 
ty more quickly in the 
future,” she said. 

-She - praised Taiwan's 
progress' 'm democratic 
development; saying " the 
political system here' has 
“undeigone a remarkable 
transformation into a 
British style plural democ- 
racy, and by tbe end .of 
March this democratic 
process will be completed." 

She was referring to tbe 
direct, popular presidential 
elections of March 23 — 
the first ever to be held in 
Taiwan. 

Lady Thatcher also 
admired the economic 
development of Taiwan. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITIES! 


Are you young, enthusiastic, hard working 
and enjoy working with people? 

Then (£jj£i0£2BP needs you! 
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Champions is the original sports Bar Restaurant packed with original 
sports memorabilia, great food and an exciting atmosphere. 

If you. are fluent in English and have experience in the restaurants bar 
industry, we have positions available at all levels including supervisors, 
professional bar tenders, waiters and waitresses 
hostesses and bar backs. 

If you think you have what it takes you can be part of the team. 
Please pickup an application form in person from 
' the personnel department at the Amman Marriott Hotel 
to arrange for an interview. 
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Rearticulating Arab 
political culture 

THERE IS no doubt that the nature of 
issues which the Arab Thought Forum 
has chosen to address has rendered it 
an important institution with a great 
demand to meet in the confused Arab 
market of politics, economics and 
inteliectualism. But the greatest 
significance of the forum derives from 
the model it is trying to set in terms of 
the methodology of its work and the 
comprehensiveness of its approach. 

Day by day, the forum, under the 
able chairmanship of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, is 
asserting its identity as an independent 
platform from which complex ideas are 
addressed in a scientific, emotion-free 
approach that can only result in sound 
proposals for dealing with the 
■ problems plaguing the Arab political, 
social, and economic cultures and 
systems. 

But as they proceed in developing 
their forum, Arab intellectuals should 
free themselves from ideological 
positions that could limit their ability 
to diagnose the ills of the current Arab 
world and offer the right remedy for 
them. 

What the Arab world needs is a free 
initiative by its intellectuals to 
rearticulate the essence of modern Arab 
political culture in a way that would 
render it ' Compatible with the values, 
particularities and necessities of life at 
the end of the 20th century, when 
global interconnectedness is the trade 
mark of the future. 

The whole Arab value system needs 
to be reconsidered. And as that is 
done, a number of absolutes needs to 
be emphasised as pillars of the modern 
Arab culture; pillars that should not be 
compromised or selectively applied. 
Respect for human rights, democracy 
and pluralism should be a concern for 
all Arabs aud all in parts of the Arab 
World. The degree of emphasis on 
these principles should not vary to 
accommodate the interest and concerns 
of certain groups and their priorities 
and political or economic weight. The 
commitment to these principles should 
be unwavering, universal and genuine. 

Arab intellectuals face the enormons 
burden of rearticuiating the Arab 
political culture as the winds of change 
continue to blow in the four corners of 
the globe. This is not an easy task ,but 
nevertheless a task that must be 
undertaken.The Arab Thought Forum 
is a promising institution whose 
members can significantly contribute to 
the process of defining new features of 
a new Arab World. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

ALL THAT the Palestinians had achieved through their 
struggle over the past decades especially through the 
intifada and the huge sacrifices they bad offered for 
freedom could vanish in thin air if the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) proves to the world that it is adopting a 
police-state style rule, said Fahd A1 Fanek in A1 Ra’i daily 
Wednesday. The writer said the Palestinian officials realise 
that the world’s eyes are focused on them monitoring their 
behaviour especially during the elections while the Israeli 
media is watching to catch a glimpse of arbitrary nile so 
that it can relay it to the world. Two incidents in foe past 
months showed the world that foe demoaacy and public 
freedom to which the PNA had committed itself were 
abused. He said, citing foe arrest of Maher Alami a 
journalist who failed to publish a report about president 
Arafat on foe front page of his paper and the human rights 
activist Basem Eid who had protested against foe FNA’s 
excesses. The writer warned that any regime that tends to 
commit arbitrary measures against foe journalists and the 
free press will be self-destructive and will lose its legitimacy 
and credibility. 

Mahmoud Rimawi' a writer, in AJ Ra’i said that a 
derision by the United Nations Security Council to send a 
fact finding mission to Iraq to evaluate its humanitarian 
situation after five years or international sanctions came 
late. He said in the post five years the health and living 
conditions of the Iraqi people have deteriorated to an 
extent that foe majority is faring a real catastrophe. The 
writer said that the derision which came as a response to a 
French proposal can do little to help improve the situation 
unless the Western allies intend to change their position 
and lift the sanctions. 
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The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mqjdonbeh 


Jordan, warm peace and the need to explain 


THE WARMTH of feelings expressed by both the Israeli 
public and Israeli officials during His Majesty King 
Hussein's memorable visit to Israel last Wednesday signi- 
fies something that goes well beyond foe occasion itself. 
More specifically , it triggers in the minds of those following 
the development of foe peace process carefully positive 
thoughts about foe concept of “warm" peace — a concept 
which, despite foe heightened press and media interest in it 
this past week, has not yet received foe attention it 
deserves. 

Much can be said about the warm welcome and about 
what it signifies. First of all, the Israeli warm feelings go 
way beyond mere formality and sheer political protocol. 
Secondly, the feelings appear to be genuinely felt, and they 
thus epitomise a genuine appreciation of peace by a 
significant portion of foe Israeli people. Thirdly . foe 
feelings symbolise a spirit of assertiveness and involvement 
on part of the Israeli public which, we have not seen much 
of in recent years. Fourthly, peace is in fact working despite 
foe scepticism of foe sceptics, foe extremism of the 
extremists and foe rejectionism of the rejectionists. Fifthly, 
foe fact that such feelings erupt in connection with a visit 
made by His Majesty in particular is not a mere coinci- 
dence. 

From the start, Jordan has sought a peaceful solution to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. It may not have been the first to 
sign a peace treaty with Israel; Egypt and foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) have done it first. But it is 
the first (since the early days of foe late King Abdullah) to 
call for, and work actively towards, foe establishment of 
peace through non-violent means. History will certainly 
record this bright fact. But, more importantly, history will 
also record for Jordan foe introduction, nourishment and 
establishment of foe concept of warm peace. A careful 
reading of Jordanian political discourse since the start of 
foe Arab-Israeli conflict reveals that Jordan has not only 
aimed to avert war, bloodshed and disaster, nor to simply 
“end” the state of belligerency and conflict between foe 
Arabs and the Israelis, but to create foe conditions — 
political, economic, cultural and psychological — in which 
a happy and bright future for all foe peoples of the region 
becomes possible. His Majesty’s repeated insistence on the 
establishment of “fair, just, comprehensive and durable 
peace,” on foe “future of the generations to come,” on the 
fate of “foe children of Abraham,” etc. strongly imply 
Jordan’s understanding and commitment have also been 
made crystal clear in Jordanian words and deeds since 
Madrid — in foe warm spirit which prevailed throughout 


the bilateral peace talks, the signing of the Washington 
Delcaration, the ratification of foe peace treaty in Wadi 
Araba, the Amman Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit, the funeral of the late prime minister 
Rabin and, most recently. His Majesty’s visit to Israel last 
Wednesday. The warm applause His Majesty received last 
Wednesday’s is meant, the way I understand it, as a small 
token of recognition of His Majesty’s and Jordan's long and 
film co mm itment to the concept of warm peace. The fact 
that the Israeli officials and public understand and appreci- 
ate the Jordanian position is extremely encouraging. 

Undoubtedly, there are many in the Arab World and in 
Jordan who today understand and value the Jordanian 
position and who have understood and valued it from the 
start. But there are also some who either do not understand 
or do not want to understand. As for the latter (those who 
do not want to understand), we have nothing to say to them 
here except that time and history will prove them to be 
mistaken. But to those who do not understand, we (as 
individuals and society, officials and private citizens) have, 
I believe, to have something to say to them. Ignorance is a 
nasty enemy. 

To put it more clearly, there are among us those who do 
not know what warm peace as a concept means. In our 
informal gatherings, it is almost entirely absent. And it is 
absent not only as a term but also as a concept. As for our 
more formal discourse, you find the expression more in our 
spoken and written English than in Arabic. Ask the man in 
the street, for instance, what he thinks of warm peace, most 
will not know what you are talking about. Many of those 
who fear “normalisation,” though by no means all, fear it 
because they do not know what warm peace means; and 
many of those, though by no means all, who criticise 
Jordan for “rushing” towards peace do not understand 
what warm peace means. 

Obviously, such misunderstanding springs from several 
factors. First and foremost, it springs from foe long years 
and the sad realities (past and present) of foe Arab-Israeli 
conflict itself: from the wars and foe resulting disasters, 
from Israel's discrimination policies against Arabs m Israel 
itself and in foe occupied territories, from official Israeli 
discourse which kept saying no to withdrawal and Arab 
rights, from the planting of illegal Israeli settlements and 
the confiscation erf Arab land, from Israeli selfishness (still) 
in speaking about Jerusalem, from the acts of foe extrem- 
ists and hardliners in Israel, from the apparent lukewarness 
towards peace on part of the Israeli public (until last week. 


that is), and so forth. 

Such scepticism and disbelief may be explained, as we 
have just suggested, within foe context of past (and to some 
extent present) Israeli actions. But it should also be 
explained within foe context of past and present Arab 
conception of Israel. Much can be said about this particular 
point here, but foe important thing to emphasise is that 
until recently, >**any in the Arab World (and some until 
now) did not believe that Israel was serious about peace 
and about fair and square coexistence with its Arab 
neighbours. Such conception springs (in part at least) from 
a misunderstanding of Israeli politics, Israeli culture and 
Israeli society. And we have ourselves to blame for it. Until 
recently (and to some until now), some have been trying to 
convince us that there is no genuine interest in peace within 
Israel, that there are no differences whatsoever between 
foe Labour and foe Likud, that the split within Israel 
between those who want peace and those who do not is 
either illusory or theatrical. Until recently, such conception 
was quite strongly held within many circles in the Arab 
World. But the same bullet which brought down foe late 
Israeli premier shattered, to a great extent, this misconcep- 
tion. Yes, it took a bullet to convince many in the Arab 
World that there is a big difference between Amir (the 
assassin and enemy of peace) and Rabin (the soldier turned 
peace maker), between the Likud and the Labour, and 
between the Israelis who wholeheartedly work against 
peace and the Israelis who wholeheartedly work for it. 

What do we do now that peace is becoming a reality? 
Two things. 

— The concept of warm peace, especially within foe 
Arab World, needs to be explained to those who do not 
understand it. For years Arab have heard about foe need to 
“end” the conflict with Israel, about a “resolution” of foe 
Arab-Israeli crisis and a “solution” to foe Middle East 
problem, but they have heard almost nothing about the 
nature of peace itself and the shape of what is to follow. It 
is time to address this important issue. We want to hear 
about this, no matter what the position is. in the press, 
media and academic research more than we have been 
hearing so far. 

— Whether on the Palestinian, Syrian or Lebanese peace 
track, Israel needs to exercise more fairness and to show 
more sympathy and warmth towards Arab demands. What 
foe Arabs want is land which Israel occupied, lands which 
must be returned to their rightful owners, in accordance 
with U.N. resolutions. The warmer Israel responds to Arab 
demands, the wanner and brighter the future looks. 


Arab journalists and struggle 
for press freedom 


By I .amis K. Andoui 

AFTER FIVE days of 
deliberations in the 
Yemeni capital of 
Sanaa last week, Arab 
journalists faced the 
real challenge of how 
to formulate, and carry-. . 
out a plan of action to . 
safeguard press free- 
doms. 

The Sanaa meeting 
was different from the 
usual behind-closed- 
doors exchanges since, 
it concluded with a Un- 
ited Nations-backed 
declaration that pro- 
hibits Arab govern- 
ments from imposing 
restrictions on Arab 
media. But will a dec- 
laration be enough to 
bring about a free 
press? 

It was agreed from 
the outset that an inde- 
pendent pluralistic 
media cannot be 
attained without fun- 
damental democratic 
changes in the Arab 
political system. But it 
was also dear' that an 
independent media is 
crucial in effecting 
democratic changes. 
Consequently the most 
salient question re- 
mained the same: 
Which comes first, a 
free press or a demo- 
cratic system? 

. The final declaration 
and recommendations 
by the working groups 
addressed this question 
by outlining guidelines 
that could free the 
media and consequent- 
ly open up the political 
system. In other words, 
the participants came 
out with an implicit 
understanding that it is 
time for Arab journal- 
ists to take upon them- 
selves the task of resist- 
ing restrictions and 
assert an effective role 
in re-defining the rela- 
tionship between the 
governments and the 
interest groups on one 
hand and the Arab 
media, on the other. 

The need to set up nil 
Arab media watch group to 
monitor violations of press 
freedoms was seen as an 
important step albeit a se- 
rious challenge that will be 
resisted by some, if not 
most, Arab governments. 

Throughout the seminar, 
organised by foe United 
Nations and foe United Na- 
tions Educational. Scien- 


tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO), reminders 
of government restrictions 
and other forms of intellec- 
tual terrorism cast a heavy 
shadow on foe hail of A1 
Hedda Hotel. 

Posters of journalists kil- 
led in Algeria stare con- 
stantly at foe faces of - foe 
*; participants — a tragic re- 
minder of foe lack of a real 
democratic process in foe 
Arab World. Two Tunisian 
participants- were banned 
from travelling by the gov- 
ernment, while a number of 
Arab journalists who can- 
not go back to their coun- 
tries flew in to Sanaa from 
their compulsory exile in 
Europe. 

Even worse, some jour- 
nalists were keen on de- 
fending repression in tbeir 
countries for fear of losing 
their jobs upon returning. 
Reports on trials of media 
professionals in different 
Arab countries were foe 
concern of side talks in the 
hotel’s lobby and during 
lunch and coffee breaks. 

But amid this bleak pic- 
ture there was an ever pre- 
sent spark of hope, espe- 
cially as participants 
gathered in working groups 
to think of practical ideas to 
promote independent and 
pluralistic media. 

Professional training was 
on top of the journalists, 
priorities. It was decided 
that a regional Arab train- 
ing centre should be estab- 
lished with support of inter- 
national organisations. 

Questions like foe re- 
sponsibility of publishers to 
send reporters and staff 
members to training 
courses as well as modernis- 
ing Arab newspapers were 
not adequately addressed. 

The other complex ques- 
tion of professional ethics 
was raised once and again. 
Journalists conceded that 
professional ethics are the 
first to be sacrificed for 
promoting the newspapers 
financiers’ political and 
even financial agendas. 

Consequently, media 
ownership was one of foe 
first issues raised by partici- 
pants. In general, state con- 
trol was seen to suffocate 
press freedoms but there 
were also doubts about pri- 
vate monopoly of the media 
particularly television and 
radio. 

The concept of public 
service media, as an 
alternative, was introduced 
and discussed. It was 
pointed out that most laws 
in the Arab World impede 
the emergence of public 
service meoia. that 
is partly fended by 
the government but 
mainly depends on con- 
tributions by individuals 
and companies. 

Furthermore, television 


and radio are two important 
tools of power in the Arab 
World, and in some cases 
symbols of sovereignty. 
Therefore, many partici- 
pants were scepitcal that 
Arab governments will 
allow independent televi- 
sion and radio networks. 

In his concluding re- 
marks, Torben Krogh, .tjie 
president of foe Interna- 
tional Programmes for the 
Development of Com- 
munications, cautioned that 
public service should not be 
confused with state-run 
media, “public service is a 
framework, which secures 
that the citizen's be in- 
formed broadly and by di- 
versified sources. Thus, foe 
prime challenge of a public 
broadcast institution is to 
develop true pluralism in its 
'programming,'* he said. 

Mr. Krogh pointed out 
that pluralism in program- 
ming can only be achieved 
through full editorial inde- 
pendence. This is not an 
easy goal even in public 
service media since the 
state will still play a role in 
funding these services. 

In earlier sessions, Arab 
journalists raised many 
questions on the feasibility 
of public service media, 
especially that in most Arab 
countries, state funding and 
censorship go hand in hand. 

Drawing on foe experi- 
ence of established public 
service broadcasting, Mr. 
Krogh conceded that prob- 
lem of drawing the line be- 
tween government funding 
and editorial independence 
exists in foe most developed 
countries with rooted 
democratic traiditions. But, 
in his view, foe continuous 
struggle between state 
funding and media inde- 
pendence should not ex- 
clude public service media 
as a key element in a demo- 
cratic and pluralistic sorie- 
*ty- 

During foe discussions, 
speakers repeatedly 
pointed out that the opposi- 
tion in the Arab World, has 
rare access to state-run tele- 
vision and radio. [The nas- 
cent Palestinian Broadcast- 
ing Corporation was criti- 
cised for not allocating 
equal time for candidates, 
for the national- elections. 

Although the idea of 
public service journalism, 
a$ pan of a future strategy 
of promoting independent 
media in foe Arab World 
was discussed at some 
length, the participants did 
not seem to define a dear 
path towards the initiation 
of such a media in the Arab 
World. 

Ibrahim A1 Bashmi. edi- 
tor in-chief of A1 Ayam, a 
Bahraini newspaper, sug- 
gested that the experiment 
of his newspaper, owned by 
a group of journalists. 


should be studied and emu- 
lated as a realistic model for 
an independent press. 

What was on many parti- 
cipants’ minds, however, 
was that even some of foe 
privately owned media in 
foe Arab World ended up 
as a month-piece of one 
government or another, 
either to ensure contribu- 
tions dr mere distribution of 
its publications. 

Censorship of newspap- 
ers. resulting in an effective 
ban on a regular distribu- 
tion of Arab newspapers in 
Arab countries, was repe- 
atedly dted as one of foe 
worst political and econo- 
mic pressures on the Arabic 
press. 

Electronic communica- 
tion and plans to make 
some of the Arabic news- 
papers available on the In- 
ternet was widely viewed as 
an alternative that could 
cross foe barriers erected by 
censorship among Arab 
countries. But electronic 
communication, as an irrev- 
ersible trend of foe future, 
has its limitations in terms 
of potential censorship and 
perhaps more significantly 
that access might be con- 
fined to foe more affluent 
for a long time to come. 

MeanwhOe however, the 
■future emphasis would be 
on concerted efforts by 
journalists, in foe struggle 
to lift all restrictions on 
press freedoms. The final 
declaration described de- 
tention of journalists, travel 
bans and economic press- 
ures on media professionals 
as violations of their human 
rights. 

But one of the biggest 
problems and obstacles that 
faces the future straggle of 
Arab journalists is that 
most of the press assoda- 
.tions are either 
government-controlled, 
penetrated by informants 
for security departments or 
weakened by repression. 

When a group of journal- 
ists started consultations ro 
form a committee to defend 
Arab journalists, some par- 
ticipants proposed that such 
a group be independent 
from Arab press associa- 
tions. Yet at the same time, 
it was agreed that streng- 
thening rather than aban- 
doning collective action 
through professional asso- 
ciations should be one of 
foe aspired goals. 

Arab journalists went to 
Sanaa mostly aware of their 
problems but they were put 
face to face with their re- 
sponsibilities — the coming 
year will tell if the Sanaa 
conference was the begin- 
ning of an Arab media 
awakening or venue for 
venting accumulated frus- 
trations that will not go 
beyond foe walls of A1 Hed- 
da Hotel. 


LETTERS 


‘A pilgrimage for peace’ 

To the Editor: 

THE DARK-OLIVE, wen-maintained Israeli van was 
making a smooth tom on a semi isolated road that cut 
through the rugged bushy hills of West Jerusalem when an 
apparently solid object unexpectedly hit its top. The nosy 
bong, which caused a short-lived but real shock among its 
passengers, bad also interrupted the nice tunes of a popular 
Arab song, that was adding t o the tranquility of the drive. 

None erf the eight passengw% specially foe Israelis, had 
'good explanation to what had happened. To fnake tfaobest 
of a strange situation, one passenger Saut “They 

(whoever threw foe object) prooably thought that we are 
Arabs!” 

The incidents could not take a heavier toll than it could, 
and the van most reach Tel Aviv before 2:30 p.m. His 
Majesty King Hossem’s arrival on his fast public visit to Tel 
Aviv. 

Once inside Tel Aviv, one could tell that it was not going 
to be just another day. Check points manned by thousands 
of policemen were on very corner, motorists were banned 
from the streets; Jordanian and Israeli flags were staffed 
wherever it was possible; citizens of the city were bracing 
for an exciting experience. Even the weather was biased to 
the King on that particular day. 

The warm welcome started die moment the King's 
helicopter landed at Sdeh Dov airport, overiookihg foe 
Mediterranean. After the inspection of foe guards, the 
shake-bands and the exchanged short speeches by Shimon 
Peres and the King, the motorcade drove into the streets of 
Tel Aviv where, as it seemed from the window of the van, 
shops, offices, schools, and businesses, were abandoned by 
then occupants to line up on both sides of the streets, in 
order to have a glimpse of foe Arab King. People of all ages 
were determined to say something more than just welcome. 
And they did. 

The second leg of this historic event was at Ichlov 
Hospital, where, sometimes, seconds separate fife from 
death, as on the eve of Nov. 4 last year when Yitzhak 
Rabin was brought in after having received the three fatal 
ballets only a mile away from that hospital. 

On the compound of the fadfity, though, the set up was 
festive, flavoured with five music, flags, flowers, and 
goodies. The welcoming remarks by foe officials of foe city 
and the hospital called* for repeated standing ovations. 
History teDs its students that external forces and elements 
usually unite people. May be it was an occasion to review 
that theory, as Shimon Peres pointed out in his remarks 
before the King. “For a very long time, the Israelis did not 
look so united, and now it looks different, thanks to you. 
Your Majesty,” he said. 

The uniqueness of the visit can be at t ri b ut ed only to the 
King’s vision, and his genuine belief in real peace. 

But like on any other day, things have to cool down and 
people have to head home. So did we. But reflections from 
that moment on will never ebb. 

On tile way back home to A m man, the hnaginatim had 
to muse with the events of the hectic day. In a way that 
journey and its circnmstanccs, have summoned the -long 
history of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the Conn of snap shots 
and flash-backs. The whole conflic t at one pant was 
summed up in die little incident that occurred to th**- 
dark-olive van earlier in the day. 

People hint ing other people without knowing exactly 
why, and without knowing who they are. Those who threw 
the soBd object at our van were not the only ones who did 
not know whom they were going to hurt. Hid they known 
foat we were Jordanians, Palestinians and Israelis heading 
for the same destination, may be that would have been 
some food for thought. But helas, they did not know, and 
facias, many others still choose not to know. The King’s 
viat to Tel Aviv was a practical call to all those who (fid not 
raow suid to all those who choose not to know, that it was 

about time to put an end to afl of this nonesense, and that it 

™ “out time to embark on a new phase. 

m that context, the visit was a pilgrimage for peace bv a 
King of peace. 3 

Satan Ayonb 


7he Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 

jl ° n a ?T. su * , / ficf they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication, however, should contain the 
wnmrs fnUnamc and preferably address as well. Names 
withheld only upon request and under special 
aroimstanccs. Letters are subject to editing. The newspap- 
er is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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‘FUNNY’ THINGS HAPPEN ON THE WAY TO THE ‘ FORUM 


9 


During last week’s visit by His Majesty King Hussein to Tel 
Aviv, culminating with a peace awards ceremony and din- 
ner in Tiberias honouring former Jordanian and Israeli 
chief negotiators Faye z Tarawneh and Eliakim Rubinstein, 
strange things happened. A sumptuous dinner of fresh and 
smoked fish over, the King stood to depart. Scurrying to get 
seats on the two helicopters available, officials and aides 
took little note that they had left behind the man for whom 
the occasion had been held. Dr. Tarawneh, the modest, 
even-tempered ambassador to the U.S., was thus obliged to 
leave for Amman in the Royal Court motorcade sent to 
Tiberias in case of inclement weather. The drivers of the 
motorcade were reported to have left Amman that 
Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. and remained on-call without any- 
thing to eat until they returned to Amman at about 2: 00 
a.m. It seems they were forgotten. Meanwhile, a meeting 
arranged between the chief editors and directors general of 
the Israeli media and the Jordanian media was dampened 
by the absence of the men at the top of Jordan S major cir- 
culating papers . The Israeli side included Director 
General of Israel Television YairA. Stem, and the chief edi- 
tor of Yediot Aharanot. They met instead with some 
Jordanian journalists, who were served typical Arabic 
sweets and kosher appetizers. That meeting took place at 
the Israeli Ministry of Defence. By the way. those journal- 
ists who were not privileged to fly to Tel Aviv with the 
palace aides and officials, were bussed instead. They were 
surprised at having to pay exit fees at the bonier and quite 
disturbed to find that their passports had been stamped by 
the Israeli border control Several deputies, like Abdul 
Hadi Majalu said they had expressed an interest in being 
part of the delegation, but that they were not invited. A 
dozen or so deputies who were asked to join the party 
latched a ride from Amman with Israeli Deputy Chief of 
Mission in Jordan Jacob Rosen, perhaps opting for the 
comfort of a mini-bus over that of the C-130 that trans- 


ported most of the delegation to Tel Aviv. And one other 
side bar Qatari Ambassador to the U.S. Abdul Rahman 
Al Thani was said to have expressed a desire to be part of 
this trip, but as he was preparing to move from Washington, 
the time turned out not to be suitable. 

**** 

A WOMAN FOR ALL SEASONS: Meanwhile, 

another ambassador, this time Sweden's new envoy to 
Jordan Agneia Bohman, has surfaced from the flood of 
work related to her taking on her post just prior to the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) economic summit 
last October, then making it through the holidays, to hold a 
“ house warming " party last night at her residence. What 
guests may or may not have discovered about the 46-year- 
old Mrs. Bohman is that she is a graduate of the Sorbonne 
in Paris and holds a double masters in law and art from 
Uppsala University in Sweden. She entered the foreign ser- 
vice in 1974 and was first posted abroad as second secre- 
tary to her embassy in Damascus in 1977. In 1979 she was 
appointed first secretary to the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) delegation in 
Paris. From 1981 she was home-based at the foreign min- 
istry, then off again to Paris as press attachd until 1987. 
She returned for a two-year stint in Stockholm as head of 
section at the ministry before taking a six-month leave to 
work as a relief officer at the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency office in Gaza. Her experience there led her 
to publish “ At the Dark Side of the Moon" in 1991, a book 
about daily life in Gaza during the intifada. In mid- 1989 
she returned to the foreign service and took up her assign- 
ment as first secretary in Vienna. There, she was promoted 
in 1990 to counsellor. In 1991 Mrs. Bohman was sent on 
special assignment for the European Commission to 
Croatia. Prior to her posting as ambassador (her first) to 


Jordan, she had been cultural counselbr to her embassy in 
Bonn. Mrs. Bohman is here with her 10-month-old daugh- 
ter. We wish them both a warm, warm welcome. 

**** 

HER PEN ON THE 
PULSE: Just returned 

from the United States — pre- 
ceded by a month of R&R 
(rest and relaxation) in 
England — is Jordanian 
author Janset Berfcok Shami. 

.Mrs. Berkok spent three 
months in the Great Plains of 
the Midwest at the presti- 
gious University of Iowa 
International Writing 

Programme (IWP), part of 
the Writers' Workshop at the 
university. Each year, the 
University of Iowa selects a Janset Berkok Shami 
handful of writers from the 

international literary community to give readings and lec- 
tures and contribute to a course in international literature. 
This was the first year that Jordan was represented at the 
IWP, which hosted 35 writers from 32 countries last fall. 
These writers range in stature from the most prominent in 
their home countries to those with international impact to 
promising young literary voices. Mrs. Berkok, Turkish by 
birth and Jordanian by marriage, writes in English. 
Although a little known figure on the Jordanian literary 
scene, she has published extensively in the U.S., and was 
selected, she believes, upon the basis of her first published 
novel, “ Cages on Opposite Shores. ” Her forti is short 
story writing, and many of hers have graced the pages of 



several notable North American literary journals — the 
Mid-American Review, the Michigan Quarterly Review and 
Canada’s Malahat. "The biggest benefit / had from the 
programme, " Mrs. Berkok says, "was that / met so many 
Americans, who. by the way are very open. This helped me 
understand so many things about my audience that I didn » 
know before. And it showed me to what extent they under- 
stand what I write about. "I don ’t write about American 
life, I write about our life here (in the region) — so many 
are not even that interested, but for those who are. this 
helped me understand how to appeal to them." Mrs. 
Berkok has recently completed two additional novels — 
“The Upper Berth " and "A Direct Flight Home" — for 
which she is in search of a publisher. Mabrouk, welcome 
home and good luck. 

**** 

GOOD REFERENCES: If your mind is in the clouds 
and you are seeking a career with Royal Jordanian, the 
man you’ll have to impress is 32-yea r-old Mohammad B. 
Bakri. RJ's new human resources manager. With 13 years 
at the national air carrier under his belt. Mr. Bakri brings 
with him a BA. in business administration from the 
University of Jordan, and several managerial posts, most 
recently: 'Airport administration manager, personnel 
affairs and employment manager, and administration and 
finance manager of the Alia Gateway Hotel. Under the rig- 
orous training programmes required at RJ. Mr. Bakri has 
brushed up on his managerial skills, report writing skills, 
and interviewing techniques. He is well liked by his col- 
leagues. which must say something for his interpersonal 
skills, and he’s a family man — married with two daugh- 
ters. We congratulate Mr. Bakri. and advise RJ hopefuls to 
go in with a smile. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Palestinian candidate uses laughter to warn against false democracy 


By Hicham Abdallah 
Agence France Presse 

RAMALLAH, West Bank 
— A Palestinian candidate 
in Saturday's elections has 
picked a novel campaigning 
method, putting on a 
tongue-in-cheek satire of 
naked political ambition 
which has been playing to 
packed bouses here. 


Entitled False Democracy, 
the play was written by 
Mahmud Shukair, who 
returned to the West Bank 
two years ago after two 
decades in exile. . 

He is running as a candi- 
date for the former commu- 
nist Palestinian People's 
Party hoping to represent 
East Jerusalem on the 88- 
member self-rule council to 


be elected in Saturday's his- 
toric vote. 

His play centres around a 
character Abu Safwan Al- 
Halas, who has no concept 
of the meaning of democra- 
cy and determines to win a 
seat on the council by any 
means possible in order to 
further his own interests. 

A “nouveau riche”, with 
solid tribal ties, he decides 


he will have to act like a 
democrat in order us win the 
public's trust 

But unable to sway the 
crowds like his competitors 
because of his lack of orato- 
ry skill, be falls back on his 
considerable fortune to by 
to buy support. 

Enlisting the help of a 
failed lawyer and an ex- 
prisoner who know be has 


no hope of success, he 
launches a campaign of hol- 
low promises backed by 
large sums of money. 

*The character of Hal as. 
who embodies all sorts of 
faults and exposes them 
during the play, serves to 
unmask false candidates to 
voters,” Shukair said. 

The role is being played 
by Jordanian actor Zoheir 


Al-Nubani, who is of 
Palestinian origin. 

“Hal as is the prototype of 
the self-made man who 
wants to get into parliament 
by hook or by crook to pro- 
tect his own interests.'* said 
Nubani. 

Halas’ election rival is not 
seen in the (day, but his son 
and friend are shown dis- 
cussing the merits of the 


other candidate who 
deserves to be elected. 

“It is enough just to allude 
to the worthy candidates. 
The aim of the piece is to 
illustrate a person who does 
not know the importance of 
the council to be elected,” 
Shukair said. 

At the end of the play, 
Halas finds himself alone, 
abandoned by his wife and 


assistants who turn against 
him because of his lies. 

But in a gesture of defi- 
ance, and perhaps also a 
hidden warning, be shouts 
out as the curtain falls: 'T 
will become a deputy 
despite everybody because I 
am a sheikh, and son of a 
sheikh." 


Palestinians and the peace process 


Palestine In Crisis: Hie Struggle For Peace And 
Political Independence After Oslo 

By Gramah Usher. 

London. Pluto Press in association with Transnational 
Institute and Middle East Research and Information 
Project (MERIP), 1995. 

146 pages with appendices. 

£9.95 in paperback and £30.00 hardback. 

Graham Usher, who taught school in Gaza before becom- 
ing a correspondent for Middle East International (and 
later a contributor to other publications), was uniquely 
positioned to follow and then to cover the developments 
in the Palestinian arena — the intifada and the Oslo 
process. And be has failed neither the cause of the 
Palestinians nor the cause of history in this slim -volume. 
It is a key reference work for all those who wish to under- 
stand what has happened on the Palestinian track of the 
peace process and to be able to predict what will happen. 

The book is a thoroughgoing indictment of foe negotia- 
tions which culminated io the First Oslo Accord, foe two 
Cairo accords and foe Second Oslo Accord and the imple- 
mentation of these four agreements. Agreements which 
FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, the man chiefly responsible 
for them on the Palestinian side, him- 
self admits are “bacT agreements, jus- 
tifying his acceptance of them by say- 
ing, “but it’s the best we can get in the 
worst situation.” 

Usher briefly (indeed, perhaps too 
briefly) describes this worse situation scenario wherein 
the PLO was bankrupt financially and isolated politically 
because of its stand duriog foe 1991 U.S. -led coalition 
assualt against Iraq. The intifada bad begun to wind down 
and PLO-Jordanian relations were tense. UNRWA had 
curtailed its services to the Palestinian refugees. 

One might have wished that Usher had gone into foe 
extravagance and financial mismanagement in foe PLO, 
once the richest ever independence movement in the 
world, which led to its bankruptcy. Or that be had men- 
tioned the fact that Arafat (and King Hussein) adopted 
what the West termed a “pro-Iraq” policy in 1990-91 
because of Arab solidarity and a desire to represent foe 
wishes of the Palestinian (and Jordanian) people. 

Usher then traces the peace process from foe Madrid 
Conference, where the U.S. and Israel tried and failed to 
marginalise the PLO, through Oslo I, Cairo 1 and Oslo H, 
which, he rightly, states are the basis for the PLO-Israel 
settlement process. He shows how, at every stage, Israel 
was able to impose its will and its priorities on the PLO so 
that each succeeding agreement was, as far as the 
Palestinian people was concerned, worse than the preced- 
ing agreement As a result the Palestinians are now in 
absolute possession of 3 per cent of the 1967 occupied ter- 
ritories and share control with Israel over 27 per cent 
while Israel retains 70 per cent — the bulk of the land of 
Palestine. And because of its' ultimate control over the 
land Israel in fact dominates foe fledgling Palestinian 
authority. Through the self-rule process of handing oyer 
Palestinian population centres to the PLO while holding 
onto the land, Israel has, at last, achieved its long-term 
objective of shedding responsibility for the alien 
Pales tinian people while securing legitimacy for its pres- 
ence in the occupied territories of Gaza and foe West 
Bank. 

Without accepting their arguments. Usher cites 
Palestinian apologists who say that foe sheer momentum 
of the peace and self-rule process will right foe wrongs 


committed against the Palestinians in the four accords and 
cany the Palestinian people onward to self-determination 
and independence, a momentum which these apologists 
claim is ineluctable. 

However, Usher describes how the Israelis have man- 
aged to break this momentum by building into the accords 
mechanisms to prevent foe emergence of foe Palestinians 
from Israeli tutelage and control, whether political or eco- 
nomic. 

On the one hand. Usher shows that the PLO and foe 
Palestinian National Authority under foe autocratic Arafat 
are unable to make the best of the bad agreements which 
they have negotiated because of their corruption and inef- 
ficiency and failure to introduce democracy. On the other. 
Usher demonstrates that the opponents of the Oslo 
accords, led by the Islamic Hamas Movement are unable 
to mount an effective challenge to Arafat or to tire accords 
and are, therefore, as responsible as be is for the present 
sony state of affairs. 

Hamas, in particular, contemptuous of the nationalism 
which has preserved foe Palestinians as a people during 
their long ordeal and of the Palestinian secularism which 
has countered Zionist’ sectarianism, is foe victim of its 
own internal contradictions. 

“.Like other variants of political 
Islam, Hamas embodies an apparent 
conundrum. It is an entirely mod- 
ernist political movement, deploying 
mass modes of social mobilisation 
and organisation to propagate its ide- 
ology and garnering a deserved repotation of financial 
probity, community service and military finesse. Yet its 
archaic and prohibitive interpretation of Islam cannot 
meet the political, social and economic challenges raised 
by self-determination. It further risks bequeathing an anti- 
democratic and sectarian identity that will ultimately cor- 
rode the very foundations of contemporary Palestinian 
nationalism.” 

Thus, the both those in power and those who oppose 
them have failed the Palestinians in this crucial period of 
their struggle for self-determination. And Usher believes 
this failure will continue, beyond the elections which will 
legitimise the accords and foe Arafataucracy will take 
power afterwards. 

Usher compares the tragedy of foe present Palestinian 
situation to foe days that foe PLO was the most success- 
ful, historically, of foe world's liberation movements in 
terms of its international “legitimacy” and popularity 
among the world's people. This situation, he admits, 
involved the paradox that legitimacy and popularity did 
not enable the PLO to liberate even “one inch” of its ter- 
ritory from Israel. That the “liberation” of the present 
three per cent came only when the PLO became sub- 
servient to Israel and its concerns. 

In conclusion Usher quotes Dr. Haidar Abdul Shaii to 
the effect that foe Palestinian struggle has now to be car- 
ried on within Palestinian society, “to correct those nega- 
tive aspects from which it has been suffering for genera- 
tions,” so that foe national struggle can, to quote Usher, 
“be waged both through Oslo and against it, both within 
the current PLO leadership and, inevitably, in opposition 
to it. The reason is obvious. Palestinian self-determination 
does not lie in the terms of the Oslo-sponsored peace 
process. It lies, raiher, in the still to be contested social, 
democratic, economic, institutional and international 
spaces that Oslo may, if politically and responsibility 
exploited, open up ” 

Michael Jansen 


BOOK REVIEW 


Monster mania hits Turkish lakeside city 


By ARza Marcus 
Reuter 

VAN, Turkey — Some- 
where in the murky deep of 
foe waters of Lake Van, 
there is rumoured to be a 
creature whose tail can mm 
the placid lake into a churn- 
ing storm. 

Claims of monster-sight- 
ing .have sent a finny of 
divers and amateur film- 
makers to eastern Turkey’s 
Van province, where the 
news is a pleasant change 
from the usual reports of 
fighting between separatist 
rebel Kurds and Turkish 
troops in the area. 

“There are hundreds of 
people who have seen 
something,” says the 
Ankara-appointed assistant 
governor for the province, 
Bestami Alkan, whose 
recent announcement that 
he saw the creature brought 
a chorus of other witnesses 
to foe fore. 

Alkan says he glimpsed 
the monster in 1994 during 
a picnic on the lake shore. 
But not wanting to alarm 
people, he kept quiet until a 
persevering Turkish jour- 
nalist got it out of him. 

“It is a nice monster, it 
doesn’t want to hurt peo- 


ple," he told Reuters, 
sketching on a napkin a 
smiling dinosaur-like crea- 
ture be said be saw from 
about ISO metres away. 

While some people stalk 
foe perimeter of the 80-km 
wide to see if the monster is 
real, political columnists 
have jumped upon it as a 
symbol of Turkey's prob- 
lems. 

With economic problems 
preoccupying many people, 
some columnists see the 
real monster in the shape of 
inflation, which this year 
ended around 80 per cent, or 
unemployment, unofficially 
at 15 per cent 

To other commentators, 
foe monster represents the 
tensions in the region from 
foe 11-year battle by the 
Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PICK) for self-rule in east- 
on Turkey. 

The Van monster — 
which some say could be 
bloated carcasses of animals 
in the water or visions of the 
mist — has refocused atten- 
tion on the province’s 
tourism industry th*" has 
been hurt by the rebel war: 

Centuries-old Armenian 
churches and buildings dot 
the surroundings, pre- 
Christian carvings fill foe 


museum and hardy pilgrims 
were always attracted by the 
imposing Mount Ararat, 
where the biblical Noah's 
ark is said to have come to 
rest 

Shop owners have begun 
selling monster badges, 
ornaments and other crea- 
ture-related trinkets. But 
military checkpoints still 
outnumber souvenir stalls in 
foe area. 

So far only a handful of 
foreigners have come on a 
creature-watch; and none 
managed to see anything. A 
special diving team invited 
to search foe 450-metre- 
deep lake for foe creature 
was also disappointed. 

“We can’t say there wasn’t 
anything, but we don’t want 
to say there is anything. 
More research needs to be 
done," says Harun Sevinc, 
the bead of a diving group 
from Ankara which has 
searched for the monster. 

His team did find a crea- 
ture in the water that it 
could not identify — but it 
was about (he size of a lentil 
bean. They said more 
research needed to be done 
to identify it. 

Lake Van skirts the city of 
Van, which has a history 
dating back to pre-Christian 


civilisations and has seen its 
population double in the last 
decade to around half a mil- 
lion — largely from an 
influx of Kurds fleeing the 
guerrilla war. 

The lake is popular for 
windsurfing and has an 
unusual mineral content that 
makes it easy to wash 
clothes in foe water without 
using soap. 

The composition of foe 
water also precludes most 
fife forms except seven 
types of seaweed, one fish, 
an eel, 137 types of 
microbes and, of course, 
maybe a monster. 

Those unconcerned with 
mysterious life forms in the 
lake are concerned with the 
water itself, which is rising. 
Since 1870 foe lake’s water 
has gone up 3-1/2 metres, 
swallowing up shorefront 
cafes, houses and a whole 
town. 

The bizarre rise of the lake 
waters coincides nicely with 
reports of a creature in the 
deep. 

Experts say foe water’s 
rise is probably due to shift- 
ing tectonic plates at foe 
bottom of the lake that 
could have closed off one of 
the underground outlets. 


Fairy tale weddings at Disneylan 


By Marie Sartz 
Agence France-Presse 

ORLANDO, Florida — The 
bride rides down the aisle in 
Cinderella's carriage, grace- 
fully pulled by six white 
horses. 

And after foe “I do’s" are 
done, a tuxedoed Mickey 
Mouse cuts and serves her 
wedding cake. 

Welcome to matrimony a 
la Disney. 

In a trend that is redefin- 
ing the term “fairy tale wed- 
ding,” more and more cou- 
ples are going to Disney 
world to tie foe knot. 

Over a thousand couples 
from the world over — 
including 400 Japanese — 
have experienced Disney’s 
nuptial bliss since the 
Florida park opened its 
wedding pavilion in July, 


said Rebecca Miller, sales 
director of foe “Fairy Tale 
Weddings” department. 

Some 30 coordinators, 
with the aid of videocas- 
settes and computers, are in 
place to offer the bride and 
groom a complete wedding 
package — from the invita- 
tions, flowers and music 
right down to the nuptial 
dress. 

Guests can party in a wild 
west town, drink tea with 
Alice in Wonderland or 
dance all night surrounded 
by foe trappings of a 
Polynesian island. 

For the ceremony itself, 
couples take their vows on a 
tiny island located in the 
middle of the “Seven Seas 
Lagoon," an artificial lake 
surrounded by white sand. 

On the island is the pavil- 
ion, a white building with 


large bay windows, built in 
a style generic enough to 
accommodate ceremonies 
ranging from the simply 
civil to the deeply religious. 

It can also pldy host to 250 
guests or just a few family 
members. 

The solarium where rings 
are exchanged is strategical- 
ly placed for an imposing 
view of Cinderella’s distant 
casde. 

Thanks to Florida’s mari- 
tal laws, recently relaxed to 
allow for weddings on the 
quick, no blood test is nec- 
essary — only two witness- 
es are needed. 

But it is not a wedding on 
foe cheap: a Disney wed- 
ding costs a minumum of 
$7,500 for more than eight 
people — without counting 
any hotel expenses. For 100 
guests, the price is in the 


$20,000 range. 

Cinderella's buggy costs 
$2,200 (and $750 just for 
the photo), while an appear- 
ance by Mickey or other 
Disney ’characters goes for 
$400 an hour. 

Miller said “older profes- 
sional couples" are the most 
likely to want a Disney 
wedding package, in which 
even foe most minute 
details such as reservations 
for guests are taken care of. 

“We don't want foe bride 
to feel she is a travel agent, 
so we' help a lot,” she said. 

“Fairy tale weddings" also 
are popular among couples 
who find themselves taking 
their vows for the second or 
third time. < 

As Miller explains it, kids 
find it a lot more interesting 
to have “Mickey cutting 
mommy's cake.” 
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Arabs urged to ease social impacts of reforms 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab officials opened a con- 
ference on economic reforms 
Wednesday with a rail on 
member states to try to ease 
the social impact of such 
programmes. 

Officials addressing the 
two-day conference on “the 
■social impact of economic re- 
forms in the Arab countries” 
said restructuring program- 
mes would naturally hurt liv- 
ing standards and aggravate 
unemployment in the short 
run. 

“Experiences have proved 
measures and policies of eco- 
nomic correction program- 
mes will have their social 
costs, which could be high in 
some cases at least during the 
transitional stage," said Jas- 
sim A! Manai, director of the 
Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF). 

“Such policies could lead- 
to a decline in real incomes 
and levels of consumption in 
the short-term while priva- 


tisations will result in the The reforms gained 
disposal of some workers," momentum in the past few 


he said. 

“Studying and evaluating 
the social effects and adop- 
tion of appropriate measures 
to ease them will give greater 
credibility to economic re- 
forms in the Arab World and 
guarantee their viability, ” be 
added. 

Many Arab states have 
been involved in reforms to 
tackle their economic prob- 
lems, mainly slow growth 
rates, unemployment, infla- 
tion, deficits in their budgets 
And balances of payments 
and accumulating debt. 

Experts have attributed 
such problems mainly to in- 
adequate economic policies, 
misuse of funds and decades 
of government domination of 
the economy.’ 

The reforms include priva- 
tisations, improvement of in- 
vestment laws, development 
of stock markets and incen- 
tives for the private sector. 


years after Gulf oil producers 
slashed financial aid to fellow 
members in the Arab League 
because of a sharp decline in 
oil prices. The decline has 
also forced Gulf states to 
carry out their own reforms, 
which involved rationalisa- 
tion of expenditure. 

Several Arab countries 
have reported positive results 
from the reforms, with their 
budget deficit lowered and 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) picking up. 

Official figures for the 
period between 1991 and 
1993 showed the combined 
Arab deficit was trimmed 
from $68.1 billion to $40.6 
billion while the GDP grew 
from $438.8 billion to $507.6 
billion. 

But the reforms in most 
member states have been 
slow while other members 
have been hesistant to start 
such programmes. 


Mr. Manai, a- Bahraini, 
said some Arab countries 
have recorded lower deficits 
in their budgets and balances 
of payments, stability in their 
currency exchange rates, and 
an improvement in invest- 
ment rules and incentives. 

“But what has been 
achieved from economic res- 
tructuring programmes in the 
region still falls short of ambi- 
tions,” he said. 

“The social perspective is 
one of the mam challenges 
facing economic decision- 
makers in the Arab coun- 
tries. This explains the hesita- 
tion and relative slowdown in 
the hnplemention of impor- 
tant reform ■programmes, 
especially the sale of public 
institutions to the private sec- 
tor, 1 ’ he pointed out. 

United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) minister of state for 
financial and industrial 
affairs, Ahmad AI Tayer, 
said Gulf states were main- 
taining aid to other Arab 


states despite lower oil in- 
come and he urged industrial 
countries to increase assist- 
ance to help Arabs press 
ahead with economic re- 
forms. 

“Reforms have become in- 
evitable and unavoidable. It 
is not wise to keep postpon- 
ing them because allowing 
further financial imbalances 
and deterioration in the va- 
rious economic sectors makes 
it more difficult to tackle 
them in future," Mr. Tayer 
told the participants. 

“As the main target of 
economic development is to 
improve the living standards 
of the people, the social 
effects of reforms should be 
identified and carefully stu- 
died in order to alleviate 
them, especially on low- 
income classes. TTie negative 
effects of economic reforms 
could jeopardise the entire 
process if they are not tack- 
led,” he concluded. 


Soros: Drastic change needed to ensure Japan future 


TOKYO (AFP) — Interna- 
tional financier George Soros 
said Wednesday that Japan 
was a good bet in the near- 
term, but its financial sector 
and way of thinking needed a 
drastic overhaul if it was to 
avoid future crises. 

Mr. Soros, who controls a 
powerful investment fond, 
said Japan had just been 
through "a tremendous 
financial crisis, a banking cri- 
sis" that exposed massive bad 
debt and undermined confi- 
dence in its financial system. 

*Tm very optimistic on 
Japan m the near-term, but I 
am equally concerned that 
unless there is a radical 
structural change there will 
be another crisis some time in 
the future because tins finan- 
cial machine as it is today I 
don't think is viable," Mr. 
Soros told foreign conspon- 
dents. 

He went on to say: “If 
people don't think for them- 
selves, I don't think Japan 
will be a viable society.'' 

Mr. Soros said that at the 
root of problems in Japan's 
financial system — sent reel- 
ing last year under a series of 
collapses among financial in- 
stitutions, the billion dollar 
Daiwa Bank fraud scandal in 
New York and the massive 
.bad debt problem . — was a 
lack of individual drought in a 
consensus dominated society. 
1 While “this consensus- 
dominated mentality" 
allowed Japan to develop a 
“fantastic” industrial base 
capable of producing enor- 


mous wealth, the surplus it 
produces is then handed ot 
the financial machine. 

‘The financial machine is 
equally fantastic, more so 
perhaps, in wasting those re- 
sources," he said, because it 
was not prepared to operate 
in a free market, mired in- 
stead in a directed market 
driven by tbe authorities, 
consensus and executives 
“who can be described better 
as bureaucrats.” 

“They know very well bow 
to operate in that market, the 
directed market, but they are 
not prepared for a free mar- 
ket where people have to 
think for themselves,” he 
said. 

Mr. Soros went on to say 
that “Japan really has to be 
concerned about the open 
system that prevails in tbe 
world and not seek a mercan- 
tilist domination within that 
system.” 

“This surplus the industrial 
machine is capable of gener- 
ating is a tremendous source 
of power and Japan has to 
find its place in the world. 
(But) unless it changes its 
mentality and opens up in 
some form I don’t think 
Japan will be acceptable to 
the world as a leading power, 
perhaps the leading power, in 
the 21st century,’' he pointed 
out. . 

On Tuesday, financier 
George Soros -recommended 
Japanese stocks as the best 
place for world investors to 
put their money at present 
and predicted the dollar 


would continue its advance 
against the yen. 

Mr. Soros is regarded as an 
influential figure whose in- 
vestment opinions are closely 
followed in financial markets. 
IBs comments at an invest- 
ment seminar in Tokyo 
buoyed Japanese stock prices 
but did little to stir the cur- 
rency market, which found 
his keenly awaited speech 
something of an anti-climax. 

“The best opportunity for 
world investors in Japanese 
equities, because rising li- 
quidity is very good for the 
equities market.” Mr. Soros 
said m a speech to the Global 
Investment Seminar, citing 
corporate restructuring and 
the benefit of a weaker yen as 
likely to boost firms* profits. 

Mr. Soros also said he did 
not think Japanese stocks 
were too expensive. 

His remarks, which came’ 
in tbe last 10 minutes of trade 
on the Tokyo Stock Market, 
helped push the key Nikkei 
average beyond the 20,500- 
point level. 

On the subject of the cur- 
rency market, Mr. Soros said 
he expected the yen to depre- 
date through 1996 because 
growth in Japan’s money 
supply was faster than that of 
the United States. 

“We believe that Japanese 
authorities' will continue to 
maintain a more stimulative 
policy than that of the U.S., 
and that the yen will depred- 
ate through 1996,” Mr. Soros 
said. 


But regarding a meeting of 
the Group of Seven nations' 
top monetary officials in 
Paris on Jan. 20, Mr. Soros 
said while he did not know 
what statement would 
emerge from the meeting, he 
did not expea it to have any 
long-term effect. 

Eisuke Sakakibarea, 
director-general of the 
Japanese finance minstjy’s 
International Finance 
Bureau, told the same semi- 
nar that the economic fun- 
damentals of Japan, Europe 
and the United States 
pointed to a stronger dollar. 

Mr. Sakakibara's com- 
ments are keenly monitored 
by the currency market be- 
cause he was involved in driv- 
ing the dollar back up from 
its record low of 79.75 yen hit 
last year. 

Despite the two men's re- 
marks, the dollar eased 
slightly against the yen on 
liquidation by trades who had 
been exdted about the pros- 
pect of speeches by Mr. Soros 
and Mr. Sakaldbara speech. 

“The speech was plain and 
contained nothing insightful, 
but perhaps you cannot ex- 
pea that from any hedge 
funds,” said a senior 


Japanese dty bank trader. 

Hungarian-born Soros is 
consitfered one of the world’s 
most successful hedge fund 
managers. His fame grew in 
1992 when he was dubbed 
“the man who broke the 
pound” after raking in profits 
by selling sterling on the ex- 
pectation that Britain would 
be forced to pull its currency 
out of Europe’s exchange 
rate mechanism (ERM). 

In his speedi, Mr. Soros 
also tipped bonds as an 
attractive investment, but 
said Japanese bonds had less 
allure than others. The 
.Japanese bond market 
showed little reaction. 

Turning to the United 
States, he said U.S. monetary 
policy was probably too tight 
in light of refient economic 
indicators and that this “will 
hinder the U.S. economy 
over the next few months.” 

Europe, meanwhile, would 
remain in economic difficul- 
ties throughout 1996, Mr. 
Soros said, adding that the 
current drive for European 
monetary union was inhibit- 
ing growth and that “the 
dampening effect of these 
poHdes may become more 
pronounced.” 


THE Daily Crossword byEbaMh Gorski 


ACROSS 
1 Jewish mystic 
6 Human rights 
org. 

10 Norwegian (ting 

14 Saudi's neighbor 

15 Weather word 

16 Change for Julio 

17 Feudal figures 

18 Job for a 
dummy? 

20 Be super at 

21 Atomizer 

22 Fourth letter 

23 ’Continental" 
rock group 

25 Elaborate meals 
27 Places for new 
recipes? 

32 Much-publicized 
drug 

33 Jetson’s son 

34 Made public 
38 Snob 

40 Mubarak's 
predecessor 

42 Roman fiddler 

43 Vertebrae 

45 Actress Phoebe 

47 Hush-hush gp. 

48 Mensa Society 
qualifiers? 

51 Suspension 

54 Lagomorph 

55 Mischievous 
child 

56 Sponsorship 
60 Climbing vine 
63 Gustatory 

exam? 

65 Spoiler, of a kind 

66 Double curve 

67 Sensible 

68 Choose 

69 Twiggy home 

70 Cupid 

71 Secretaries 

DOWN 

1 Stockings 

2 Trading letters? 

3 Mocking 

4 Overrun 

5 Eschew 

6 Rainbow shapes 

7 Find fault 

8 Prevaricator 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


9 Dangerous 

10 Choose 

1 1 English borough 

12 Something of 
value 

13 Goes to the 
polls 

19 Laughing — 

24 Suffers 

2€ J. — Joshua 

27 Evening song 

28 Pound of 
poetry? 

29 Outline 

30 Score endings 

31 Hotel chain 
name 

35 Takes part in 
play 

36 Ontario neighbor 

37 I say..." 

39 Courage 

41 -1 E.T." co-host 
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44 Blues 
46 Burned 

49 Harmful fly 

50 Maryland bird? 

51 Make a play for 

52 Publicist's 
concern 

53 Cathedral areas 


|E E l- 


57 Equipment 

58 This — 
laughing 
matted" 

59 Holy women: Fr. 

61 Ascot locale 

62 BA word 

64 Asian New Year 


THE BETTER HALF, 

SwST 


By Glasbergen 



“Your wife wants you to bring home 
a loaf of bread, a gallon of milk and 
a halfway decent attitude." 


Magazine alleges 
Russian banking 
crime -ridden 


NEW YORK (R) — Russian 
organised crime now controls 
between 50 and 80 per cent of 
the country’s banks and has 
turned Russia into one of the 
world's major money- 
laundering centres. New 
York Magazine has said. 

The magazine, publishing 
the results of an eight-month 
investigation by reporter 
Robert Friedman, said that 
Russia has also become a 
major consumer of American 
$100 bills — cash the article 
said was used to fuel illegal 
activities, including drug 
dealing. 

“The Russians have fi- 
gured out a loophole and 
have been able to infiltrate 
the international banking sys- 
tem,” Mr. Friedman said in 
an interview. 

Mr. Friedman said that 
from January 1994 to the 
present, more than $40 bil- 
lion in new $100 bills bave 
been shipped to Russia to 
meet orders from Russian 
banks, an amount that far 
exceeds the total value of all 
roubles in circulation. 

His article added that from 
Monday through Friday of 
any given week, at least $100 
million a night is flown from 
New York’s John F.,Kennedy 
Airport to Moscow, where 
the money “is used to finance 
the Russian mob’s vast and 
growing international crime 
syndicate.” 

The U.S. Federal Reserve 
Bank has sanctioned the sell- 
ing of the enoimous amount 
of $100 bills and tbe New 
York-based republic Nation^ 
al Bank, which specialises in 
selling currency, has taken a 
lead in providing the cash to 
Russian banks, Mr. Fried- 
man said. 

A spokesman for Republic 
National Bank said that Mr. 
Friedman's article with re- 
spect to the bank was “false, 
malicious and defamatory, a 
concoction of lies, misin- 


formation and innuendoes” 
compounded by quotes from 
unidentified sources. The 
spokesman added that Re- 
public’s lawyers “are. review- 
ing the article and will take 
appropriate action.” 

Mr. Friedman said the 
shipment of tbe money to 
Russia was legal because the 
banks in Russia ordering the 
funds from U.S. banks are 
chartered and officially rec- 
ognised. 

The money is purchased on 
behalf of Russian banks by 
American banks with whom 
the Russian banks bave 
accounts, a spokesman for 
Republic said, adding, “the 
money is already in the U.S. 
banking system.” 

Li his article, Mr. Fried- 
man quotes form a U.S. State 
Department cable the maga- 
zine obtained in which a top 
Russian banking official cited 
estimates that anywhere from 
50 to 80 per cent of Russian 
banks were under the control 
of organised crime. 

The official, Viktor Melni- 
kov, the Russian Central 
Bank’s director for foreign 
exchange control, also 
“warned that much of thus 
(imported money) was being 
used for illegal purposes, in- 
cluding narcotics traf- 
ficking.” 

Mr. Friedman quotes a for- 
mer New York state banking 
official as saying, “Republic's 
guilty of wilful blindness, 
though not in technical viola- 
tion of any law.” 

He also quotes an official 
in the Federal Comptroller of 
tiie Currency Office as 
saying, “that money is used 
to support organised crime. 
It’s used to support black- 
market operations. In my 
personal opinion, this is an 
absolute abomination. It 
should not exist. Yet it 
appears that at least part of 
the federal government sees 
nothing wrong with it.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Arjjlrion 


Unscramble these (bur Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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outs Sin tedhSwMHkiH. 
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n 


WHEN HEMLINES 
RISE SOME 
VO THIS. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. - 


— ■■ turn ™ ciiiij 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: LOUSE GIANT HAZARD THWART 
Answer What the wrecking crew boss considered 
their good work— WORTH A RAZE 


Peanuts 


"Secrets of Life” 
Always look ahead. 


Also, always look back 
over your shoulder. 


Make sure you can 
still see your 
supper dish. 



Andy Cap 



IMutfn’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE \ 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, l 
JANUARY 18, 1 996 5 

ARIES: (March 21 to April | 

19) Get that plan working in* 
the morning today which cany 
gain your fondest aims and 1 * 
then explain.it to your loved - 
ones later this evening. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 1 

20) You understand the -j 

aspects for the days ahead * 
and can get started on some j 
new project today, but avoid | 
one who is crafty. x 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June * 

21) Give some worldly matter • 
plenty of thought then do the \ 
physical activities which are 
required today, but take it 
easy later tins evening. 

MOON CBILDUDir (June 
22 to July 21) Study into new j 
methods whidi can help you . 
attain a loftier position in fife. 
Make new contacts who are 
most worthwhile. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study every phase of career 
activities ahead of you and : 
then today you can handle : 
them very well by concentrat- 
ing on new ideas. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to ! 
September 22) Flan enter- 
tainment for the days ahead 
in the morning, but later 
tonight avoid a disagreement 
with a neighbour or there 
could be conflict. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get busy and ; 
make your surroundings ’ 
more functional and beautiful , 
today and you can work more - 
efficiently and be more hap- 
pier in your duties. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be only with 
congenial fellow associates 
during the daytime today and 
later tonight don’t try to force 
your ideas on others. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) This is a 
good day today to make your 
home more comfortable and 
establish more harmony with 
your loved ones who reside 
under your roof. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You are think- . 
ing cleverly and can improve ; 
yonr interests and rela- 
tionships early this morning ' 
and later tins evening for 
your success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You can handle 
finances wisely today so that .. 
you soon have a greater 
abundance. Consult with an : 
expert about 'the property 
you own. . 

rPJSCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study your needs 
and then contact a know- 
ledgeable expert who can be 
of assistance of yon and get 
good result for your career 
activities. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 19, 1996 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Be charming with others and 
gain their goodwill by being 
thoughtful. Make new and 
worthwhile contacts with a 
knowledgeable individual. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Follow your i Intuitions ■ plus the 
advice ot loved ones. Keep some 
promises mate this evening, even 
though it is boring. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Find better methods for gaining 
your personal aims and safe- 
guard your interests. A fellow 
associate has sound advice about 
a new project. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A bigwig gives good 
advice today so mat you can 
enpand in outride project, so 
listen carefully to what is pre- 
sented by thk intividoal. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
may get a message from afar 
which can inspire you to greater 
success. Be careful not to neglect 
family affair s at this time. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber^!) Find some better way 
through which you can add to 
your present abundance. Take a 
look at your mate from a new 
perspective. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Be more enthused about 
the career activities ahead of you 
and you can handle them more 
efficiently and wisely at tins turn;. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You should join ; 
with a dynamic fellow associate 1 
and gee excellent results in busi- 
ness at tills time. Get little tasks 
completed as efficiently as posa- 
ble. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to Dece mber 21) This is a good 
owning today to make plans for 
the entertainments you desire for 
the days ahead. Avoid one who 
B tricky. 

5*^®UGORN: (Dece m ber 22 to 
January 2)) Plan what you want i 
to do with wur family (fining the « 
days abeaais wise in the morning, ji 
so that you can get many thing,!] 
completed efficiently. - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to] 
February 19) This is an ideal day 
today to get many tasks codh 
pitted in the business world by | 
.the use of some slightly different f 
methods of operation. \ 

PISCES; (February 20 to March! 
20) Concentrate cm how to haven 
a greater income and come 
with a new idea. Get into a 
and pro fi ta bl e outkr of 
tkm. . 

Birthstone of January: Garnet -4 
Rose Quartz 1 
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Gerard Depardieu 



■> . 




By Wilma Levy 

: 'How could a child, on the fringe of society, 
whom nothing prepared for the career as an 
' r actor and even less so for celebrity, have 
become one of the greatest performers of his 
... generation? This is the mystery which the 
. American journalist Paul Chutkow attempted 
' to elucidate in the only authorised biography 
' of Girard Depardieu, published by Belfond in 
■« 1994 . 


PARIS — Gfirard Depardieu, who was bora on Dec. 27. 
1948, in a modest family in Chiieauroux in the centre of 
France, acknowledges that he had had the constant impres- 
sion of being unique in his family and his town. In the 50s, 
Ch&eanroux contained an American base where be often 
hung around. He thus spent a large pan of his childhood 
. dreaming of America, of seducing it and then conquering it. 
At the age of thirteen, he gave up school to become an 
apprentice with a printer. At the age of fifteen, he plunged 
into a world of brawls and petty crime. In 1965, he finally 
went to Paris to join a friend who dreamt of becoming an 
actor. Depardieu, who, at the time, suffered from severe 
speaking difficulties, had the tremendous luck to meet three 
1 brilliant personalities: a drama teacher, Jean-Laurent 
: Cocbet; a doctor specialised in speaking difficulties, Alfred 
Tomatis; and his wife Elisabeth Guignoi, an actress and 
psychologist, who became an unfailing point of anchorage 
for his stormy existence. 

* After a few parts in films or television dramas, he found 
success with “Les Valseuses” (1973). In the eyes of the 
Bench, Depardieu became a phenomenon: That of an out- 
' law saved by the cinema. At that time, he thought that play- 


ing the role of traditional heroes and taking pan in classical 
plots had no interest whatsoever. The role of a lout in “Les 
Valseuses” immediately set the tone for his kind of part and, 
after that, be played quite a number of roughnecks, which 
were not without causing some barm to his public image. 
There was no doubt that people found him disturbing. 

In order to understand Depardieu's unique way of going 
about his profession, the best thing is to see him at work. 
Just as he grows his grapes to make his wine, he likes to see 
his scripts and his projects grow by working with a family 
of authors, directors and producers. “Good scripts do not 
just appear out of the ground. They have to be grown.” His 
appetite for his work is just as enormous or even bulimic as 
for food and wine. He eats as he works, happy to be on the 
set 14 to 18 hours a day, maintaining a giddy pace.He could 
apply Oscar Wilde's words to himself: “Moderation is a 
fatal thing. Nothing succeeds like excess.” His biographer 
notes that, first and foremost, Depardieu is a force, a force 
of nature. But he is also an uncommon emotional force. 

Many actors spend months learning a part, but Depardieu 
sets out with the conviction that he has all the emotions that 
inspire hu man behaviour, inside him already: Love and 
hatred, jealousy and rage, tenderness and compassion and 
strength and weakness, and he gives priority to reflection 
and introspection. “Any quest begins in ignorance and inco- 
herence. For me, creation means trying to explore ail those 
areas which belong to us but which we do not yet know. It 
is only by living them, that I can discover them.” 

An open wound 

lu 1982, he met Francois Truffaut to make “Le Dernier 
Mdtro.” “Le Dernier Metro represented the beginning of the 
second part of my life as an actor. Truffaut made me more 
flexible and less complexed as an actor.” The 80s were a 
particularly fruitful period of woik. Films such as “Le 
retour de Martin Guerre,” “Damon,” “Camille Claudel." 
“Jean de Florette,” etc., confirmed his success in France and 
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as the key to success 


established bis international reputation for good. In 1990, 
with “Cyrano," the director Jean-Papl Rappenau found the 
two sides of Depardieu. “Cyrano was someone who was 
weak and strong at the same time. Gdraid played with his 
strength but also with his weakness." In France, spectators 
and critics acclaimed the film with the same enthusiasm and 
“Cyrano” silenced those who still doubted the actor's talent. 
Several American papers showered praise on the film. The 
New York Observer wrote: “He is more than a being of 
flesh and blood. He is an open wound and a vulnerability 
full of fury. The key to his dynamism lies not in his acting 
but in his emotion ” 

At that time, Depardieu, who already had several C£sars, 
and bad been nominated for the Oscar as tbe best actor, felt 
at tbe apex of his glory when the Time affair broke out. 
Several months earlier, lime magazine had devoted an arti- 
cle to Depardieu in which the latter “admitted” having taken 
part in his first rape at the age of 9. In spite of denials by the 
actor, the affair caused a scandal and affected him deeply. 
He then entered a self-destructive phase and responded to 
the crisis by plunging himself completely in his work. 

In more than one way, tbe Tune affair and the flop of 
“1492," in which be played Christopher Columbus, put an 
end to his American dream. From that moment, he wanted 
to return to his roots, make more personal Aims and go back 
to his vines. In 1989, Depardieu bad bought Chateau de 
Tignl castle, with its 25 hectares of vineyards in tbe Anjou 
region. Tign6 is his home and his land and be has lefi the 
world of film-making far behind him. Today, he sometimes 
says he is tired of the fighting and the artifice which go 
together with any great international career. At the age of 
45, be has already made SO films at tbe rate of 3 or 4 a year 
and his tastes have changed. Freed of his roles as a lout, he 
says he now prefers stories which are affirmations of his 
life. “Whether it is life, art, poultry, wine or people, 1 always 
look for tbe same simple things: Authenticity and the pure- 
ness of taste” — L’ Actualite En France. 



Gerard Depardieu 


Taiwan sends imperial 
treasures on U.S. tour 



By Joyce Liu 
Reuter 

‘ TAIPEI — China's impe- 

- rial treasures, open only 
to the country’s royal 
family for thousands of 
years, travelled to Taiwan 
in 1949 with refugees 
who fled after the 
Communist victory over 
the Nationalists in a civil 
war. 

• Chang Pi-Teh still 

- remembers the dangerous 
wartime journey from 

, China nearly half a cen- 
tury ago. 

People piled on '^e* 
; decks of ships fornhe. 
" 220-kilometre trip across 
Taiwan Strait impeded 
loading of the treasures. 

“That was an amazing 
scene,” Mr. Chang said. 

. “When the last ship 
. arrived in (Taiwan’s 
. northern) Keelung 
Harbour, I asked myself, 
is this a refugee boat?” 
recalled the 74-year-old 
Mr. Chang, now deputy 
director of Taiwan’s 
National Palace Museum, 
located at the foot of a 
mountain in a Taipei sub- • 
urb. 

Because tbe treasures 
confer a symbolic legiti- 
macy on the regime 
i which holds them, they 
were at the top of a list of 
items to be moved out of 
China when the 
Nationalist government 
retreated to the island 
after losing a civil war to 
the Chinese Communists 
in 1949. 

It was not the first 
wartime move for the 
treasures. 

In the 1930s, they were 
transported to Zhongqing 
in China’s southwestern 
Sichuan province from 
Beijing — by train, truck 
and ship — for safety 
reasons when China 
fpught against the inva-. 
si on by Japanese troops 
during World War II . 

Amazingly, 10 drum- 
shaped stone blocks, each 
weighing one tonne, from 
China’s warring states 
period (475-221 B.C.) 

emerged unscathed from 
the journey to Zhongqing 
and back to Beijing, Mr. 
Chang said. 

“Nobody could believe 
that the damage was so 
small when the boxes 
were opened," he said. 
Soon afterwards, the 
treasures were moved 
south again because of 
the 1949 civil war, and 
then to Taiwan, where it 
took 23 months to com- 
plete cataloguing them. 

Now, 47 years later, some 
of the treasures will be on 
the move again, this time to 
the United States, a country 
which Taiwan views as a 
priority in foreign relations. 

Starting on March 1 2 this 
year, more than 400 master- 
pieces of painting, calligra- 



phy and antiquities will tour 
four museums in the United 
States for 1 3 months. 

Negotiations on the U.S. 
exhibition started in 1991 
and it is still being hotly 
debated here whether some 
of the treasures should go 
abroad — partly because 
they are fragile and, most 
important, because of fears 
that China may claim own- 
ership when they are in the 
United States. 

“We have to make sure 
nothing will go wrong. Any 
damage will be unforgiv- 
able in history," said Mr. 
Chang, who has spent more 
than 50 years with the trea- 
sures. 

Taiwan and the United 
States reached agreement in 
December 1994 on the exhi- 
bition, dubbed the “splen- 
dours of imperial China". 

“We have obtained the 
U.S. Judiciary guarantee 


that all of them will come 
back to Taiwan after the 
exhibition,” Mr. Chang 
said. 

The collection, worth an 
estimated $1 billion, will be 
put on display at the 
Metropolitan Museum of 
An in New York City, the 
Art Institute of Chicago, the 
Asian An Museum in San 
Francisco and the National 
Gallery of An in the U.S. 
capita] Washington. 

Diplomacy is one of the 
reasons Taiwan agreed to 
lend the treasures. “The 
exhibition will enable the 
Republic of China (Taiwan) 
to use culture to expand the 
room for foreign relations ” 
a museum statement said. 

Only 31 countries recog- 
nise Taiwan, seen by China 
as a renegade province after 
the civil war ended in 1949. 
Washington switched diplo- 
matic ties to Beijing from 


Taipei in 1979. 

“We want to make the 
Palace Museum a world 
museum, and its works 
appreciated not only by the 
royal families in tbe past or 
by the Taiwan people now.” 
Mr. Chang said. 

Before the end of China’s 
Ching Dynasty (1644- 
1911), the treasures were 
open only to the royal fami- 
iy- 

Taiwan is willing to share 
the treasures with other 
countries but not with their 
original home, although 
Beijing has said it would 
not confiscate the treasures 
if they were exhibited in 
China. 

“We have a lot of con- 
cerns such as the security, 
the exhibition condition and 
the facilities. It is very 
unlikely we will display 
them in mainlan d China,” 
Mr. Chang said. 




Hundreds of Taiwanese stage a sit-in protest in front of Taipei’s 
National Palace Museum. They demanded that some of the Imperial 
treasures, scheduled to be exhibited in the United States starting 
March, should not jgo abroad because they are fragile and China may 
claim the ownership in the U.S. (Reuter photo) 


Egyptologist hopes to see 70-year 
dream rise from desert sands 


By Laurence Chabert 
Agence Franco Presse 
CAIRO — Veteran 
Egyptologist Jean- Philippe 
Lauer is only months away 
from realising his lifelong 
dream to create a better 
understanding of the mys- 
teries of the pyramids. 

But at a proud 93 “and a 
half.” the Frenchman is 
impatient to finally see tbe 
museum which he has 
designed close to the Djoser 
Pyramid at Sakkara rise out 
of the sand dunes. 

The museum, which 
should be finished by the 
spring, is less than 100 
metres from a surrounding 
wall of yellow limestone 
which he has rebuilt block 
by block over the past 70 
years. 

The wall was designed by 
the world’s first known 
architect Imhotep 5,700 
years ago and surrounds a 
funeral complex and the 


famous Djoser Step- 
Pyramid at the site 30 kilo- 
metres south of Cairo. 

It was Imhotep, a vizier 
and doctor, who invented 
the method of building with 
hewn stone blocks. 

The “small, concise muse- 
um will help tourists better 
understand - what they are 
going to see," Lauer said. 

But “the interior win still 
take at least another year, 
and I don't know, if 1 will 
still be around,” he added 
sadly. 

Construction was held up 
until October, after the sum- 
mer heaL And then it was 
delayed again by the 
Antiquities Department 
worried that die roof of the 
museum could be seen from 
die parking lot. A sand bank 
may have to be built up. 

Lauer wants to exhibit 
blocks found on the site, 
comic hes and ocher pieces 
which he has not been able 


to reassemble, as well as 
reproductions of the main 
steles or standing stones 
discovered in the pyramid’s 
underground chambers. 

He also wants to display a 
plaster model of the site that 
he made in Paris during 
World War II. as a guide to 
understand what be com- 
pares to a tribute “in huge 
uatural stone to the ‘ka* of 
the king ” 

According to the ancient 
Egyptians - the ka was the 
spirit or living force of the 
human body. 

“In this huge complex, 
which includes remains of 
some of the oldest stone 
monuments in the world, 
most of the' buildings are 
artificial and there is not a 
single real door,” be said. 

Instead huge simulations 
of open doors have been 
carved into the stone to let 
the “ka” celebrate freely the 
rites of heb-sed (jubilation) 


for all eternity. 

Lauer ’s model was dis- 
played at the Soibonne in 
Paris but damaged by stu- 
dents in the 1968 upheavals, 
then repaired and kept in a 
cellar, it was brought over 
in boxes to Sakkara seven 
years ago as plans for the 
museum slowly took shape. 

Lauer is the last survivor 
of the foreign archaeolo- 
gists hired in 1926 by the 
Egyptian Antiquities 
Department. 

Since then he has worked 
continuously at Sakkara 
where he lived for a long 
time with his family in a 
small house on the edge of 
tbe desert. Now he only 
comes in tbe winter. 

He can still remember the 
reflection of the Djoser 
Pyramid in the waters of the 
Nile during the annual 
floods which ended in 1936 
once the first Aswan Dam 
was raised in height 


Pioneering African art event 


winds down in Britain 


By Alan Raybouid 
Reuter 

LONDON — The curtain 
will soon come down on 
the most ambitious 
attempt ever to present 
the diversity of African 
culture to a British audi- 
ence. 

A sprawling series of 
events — embracing 
everything from Nigerian 
Television to Ghanaian 
dancers, textiles to poetry 
— has taken place around 
the counfry under the 
“Africa95” banner since 
last autumn. 

The centrepiece of the 
season was an exhibition 
of African art at the high- 
brow Royal Academy, 
including the oldest man- 
made artefact ever found 
on Earth, a hand axe from 
what is now Tanzania, 
reckoned to be over one- 
and-a-half million years 
old. 

A spokeswoman for the 
academy said the exhibi- 
tion haa attracted around 
2,000 people a day since 
opening last October. 

“If ^ou get that many 
through the door, you’ve 
got a successful exhibi- 
tion,” she said. It closes 
on Jan. 21, transferring to 
the Guggenheim 

Museum in New York in 
June. 

The art critics have 
been as enthusiastic as 
the public, fascinated by 
the miniature coil-sewn 
baskets made by Tutsi 
women in Rwanda and 
Burundi, the naturalistic, 
metal figures cast by 13th 
century Yoraba craftsmen 
and the bronzes from the 
ancient Kingdom of 
Benin. 


Africa95 has served to 
move the public away 
from the “masks ana 
drumming view” of 
African culture, to use 
the phrase of Adotey 
Bing, who runs the Africa 
Centre in London. 

“No academic voice 
will any longer tell us 
that the peoples of Africa 
were savages until the 
times of imperial dispos- 
sessions a century ago,” 
the noted British histori- 
an and African expert 
Basil Davidson wrote in 
the Guardian newspaper. 

All the same, some 
Africans detect hypocrisy 
in the fact that many of 
the objects in the Royal 
Academy were plundered 
during colonisation and 
earlier Western forays 
into Africa, and will 
return to European muse- 
ums and homes when the 
tour ends. 

There were other mis- 
givings, too. Africa95 
cost around £5 million 
($7.75 million) to put on. 
Some £2.7 million ($4.2 
million) was raised 
through various sponsors, 
not aU of them universal- 
ly welcomed. 

The Royal Academy 
show, for example, was 
sponsored by De Beers 
and Anglo American 
Corp amongst others, and 
African playwright 
Gabriel Gbadamosi, also 
writing in the Guardian, 
was suspicious of the 
motives of companies 
that were once so promi- 
nent in the apartheid gov- 
ernments of South Africa. 

“The mask is African, 
but who’s speaking?" 
Gbadamosi wroie. 

Clementine Deliss. 


artistic director for 
Africa95, dismissed such 
criticism, pointing out 
that these companies 
were now actively help- 
ing to build a new South 
Africa alongside Nelson 
Mandela ana his African 
National Congress. 

“We would never have 
gone ahead with Anglo 
American and the others 
unless it had been agreed 
with the ANC, from day 
one," she told Reuters. 

It was Deliss and other 
individuals active in the 
art scene who shaped 
what was to become 
Africa95 three years ago. 

They managed to get 
senior figures at leading 
London galleries ana 
museums on board, and 
found crucial early back- 
ing from Britain r s Blue 
Circle Cement Company 

— a big sponsor of local 
arts in many African 
states — and the Baring 
Foundation. 

One concern was to 
promote working artists 

— Western buyers tend to 
be interested only in 
“primitive” art. neglect- 
ing modern develop- 
ments, Deliss said. 

The Royal Academy 
was reluctant to include 
modem art, but the inno- 
vative Whitechapel 
Gallery in East London 
was keen. 

It featured work from 
seven countries, includ- 
ing harrowing paintings 
from Uganda depicting 
the repression of tne rule 
of Iai Amin and the 
equally deadly AIDS epi- 
demic in the 1990s. 

Elsewhere. writers 
toured the country giving 
readings, and films*nirely 


seen outside Africa found 
new audiences. 

One, “Le Bailor D’or", 
a touching story from 
Guinea of a boy who 
realises his dream of 
becoming a footballer, 
was such a success that it 
had a limited commercial 
release in London. 

The Barbican Gallery in 
the financial City of 
London put on an exhibi- 
tion of colourful African 
textiles, demonstrating 
the links between art, 
politics and style. 

The motifs covered 
anything from the coro- 
nation of Britain’s 
George VI in 1937 to 
Mandela’s election cam- 
paign, from Guinness 
advertisements to the 
1994 devaluation of the 
CFA franc. 

An “African Prom" at- 
the Albert Hall headlined 
Senegalese singer 
Youssou N’Dour and fea- 
tured a rare London 
appearance by Khaled, 
the charismatic superstar 
of Algerian rai music. 

African music long ago 
made the crossover into the 
West, arid the promoters of 
Africa95 hope links will 
now flourish between 
African artists and institu- 
tions and their counterparts 
here. 

Deliss has high hopes for 
such collaboration with 
South Africa and, more sur- 
prisingly, with Senegal, in 
west Africa. 

Its capital, Dakar, is now 
one of the most vibrant 
cities in Africa, she said, 
quoting Youssou N’Doun 
“Senegal is known for phos- 
phates and peanuts, but one 
of its most important 
expons is culture ” 


ports 
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NBA’s Suns fire coach 


PHOENIX (AFP) — Paul Westphal, whose 
Phoenix Suns have struggled to a 14-19 
record, was fired as coach of the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) club here 
Tuesday. 

Cotton Fitzsimmons, a 64-year-old veteran 
who had two prior stints as coach of the Suns, 
was named coach and said Phoenix could 
reach the Western Conference finals for a 
fourth consecutive year. 

“I'm really looking forward to the chal- 
lenge," Fitzsimmons said, “I think this team is 
capable of playing good basketball and win- 
ning." 

Diaries Barkley's team-high 23.3 points a 
game were not enough to offset seven injuries 
that ravaged the Suns, sidelining four starters 
and leaving them only eight players for their 
past three games. 

“The injuries have taken their toll and we 
got to a point where it was time to shuffle the 
cards and make a change before this season 
was over," Suns' owner Jerry Colangelo said. 

"The bottom line is, we haven't seen our 
real team yet.” 


Barkley has been the subject of trade 
rumours and feuding with Colangelo, who 
vows not to -deal Barkley even though the 
1992 U.S. Olympic Dream Team member 
wants to end his career with a title contender. 

“You don’t deal when you're down,'* Col- 
angelo said. “We would be willing to make a 
trade if it were in our best interests, but the 
chances of that are slim and none.” 

The capper for Westphal, a former Phoenix 
star, came when the Suns were routed 89-74 
by Cleveland, scoring their fewest points in a 
game in 14 years. 

“It’s just not happening for us,” veteran 
forward A.C. Green said. “But basketball is 
like life. When the storm passes, the sun will 
come out. We just have to stick together." 

The Suns’ scoring average is at a 19-year 
low 104 points. They lost twice to the lowly 
Los Angeles Dippers and suffered their first 
defeat at the hands of long-time loser Minne- 
sota in 26 matchups between the two. 

“People have us six feet under and are 
dumping dirt on us," Suns centre Joe Kliene 
said. 


Bulls win again as Rodman 
gets first triple-double 


CHICAGO (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 32 points and 
Dennis Rodman gor his first 
.career triple-double as the 
'.Chicago Bulls raced to their 
club record-tying 26th 
straight home win, 116-104 
over the Philadelphia 76ers 
Tuesday. 

Rodman had 21 rebounds. 
10 assists and 10 points in his 
' 699th NBA game. 

“Dennis is Dennis," said 
Jordan, who suffered a back 
' injury in the fourth quarter. 

. “Sometimes, Dennis just- 
wants to go, and tonight we 
let him go.” 

“Michael strained his back 
. in the beginning of the fourth 
quarter, he'll be okay,” Bulls 
coach Phil Jackson said. 
“Our second unit finished ofF 
the game the way we hoped. 
We had good energy for the 
whole game and a beautiful 
first half." 

Scotue Pippen added 14 
points for Chicago, which 
tied the franchise mark of 
consecutive home wins pre- 
viously set in 1991. The Bulls 
are 19-0 at home this season 
and have won nine games in a 
row to improve to a league- 
best 32-3. 

Rookie Jerry Stackhouse 
scored 24 points and Vernon 
Maxwell and Sharone Wright 
added 19 apiece for Phi- 
ladelphia, which has not 
beaten the Bulls since De- 
cember 1993, and has not 
won at Chicago since Decem- 
ber 1992. 

Jordan took another jab at 
Stackhouse, whom he out- 
scored 48-13 last week fol- 
lowing his young fellow 
North Carolina Alumnus's 
comment that the NBA was 
"easy." 


“Jerry played pretty well, 
but when he goes back and 
watches some more film, he'll 
realise he needs to do more 
things and learn to split his 
game between offence and 
defence," Jordan said.- 

“The Bulls are definitely 
playing the best ball right 
now." Maxwell said. “Jordan 
is leading them and the other 
guys are playing off him. 
Jordan is bade in rare form 
and he’s playing well.” 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
recorded 31 points and 16 
rebounds and Hersey Haw- 
kins and Gary Payton added 
21 points apiece as the Super- 
sonics posted their 10th 
straight home win. a 99-90 
victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Kemp, who shot 12-of-17 
from the field, registered his 
eighth straight double- 
double. 

Seattle improved to 15-1 at 
home this season. 

Terrell Brandon scored 24' 
points and Dan Majerle 
added 21 for Cleveland, 
which is 1-3 on its current 
seven-game road trip. The 
Cavaliers shot just 57 per 
cent from the foul line (25-of- 

44)." - ' - r. •:?- 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson had 2&pointsiaqd 
13 rebounds as the Spurs 
coasted to their fifth consecu- 
tive victory, 121-97 over the 
Boston Celtics. 


San Antonio has won 14 of 
its last 16 games overall and 
nine of its last 20 at home. 
The Spurs are 15-4 at the 
Alamodome and have a one- 
half game lead over the 
Houston Rockets in the Mid- 
west Division. 

Dana Barros scored 22 
points for Boston, which has 
lost eight straight road games 
and 10 of its last 12 overall. 

In Toronto, Rik Smits 
scored 29 points and Reggie 
Miller netted 15 of his 27 
points on three-pointers as 
the Indiana Pacers defeated 
the Raptors 110-102 for their 
fourth straight victory. 

Damon Stoudamire had 29 
points and 10 assists and 
Tony Massenburg added a 
season-high 24 points for 
Toronto, which has lost seven 
of its last eight games. 

In Portland, Clifford 
Robinson scored 24 points 
and Arvydas Sabonis had 15 
points and 15 rebounds as the 
Trail Blazers stopped the De- 
nver Nuggets. 87-69. 

Rod Strickland had 17 
points and eight assists for 
Portland, which won its 
fourth straight game. 

Jalen Rose. ,.sco red JL6 
■pome and n ito6kie Antonio 
McDyeAs ihd' firyant Stfth 
added 12 apieice for Denver, 
which lost its second straight 
in scoring a season-low point- 
total. 
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Reinert Fresh cold cuts from Germany 

Variety of turkey, beef mortadellas and salami 
Available now at C Town 

Free tasting available from 
17th till 21st of January 1996 


EU asks 
UEFA 
to comply 
with 
Bosman 
ruling 

BRUSSELS (R) - The 
European Commission said 
Wednesday it was asking 
UEFA to comply with the 
European Court of Justice 
ruling on its transfer and 
foreign player systems and 
would take “necessary mea- 
sures” if the European soc- 
cer body did not do so. 

“Nobody in the (Euro- 
pean) Union is above the 
law,” commission spokes- 
man Nikolaus Van Der Pas 
said. 

Van Der Pas said the 
commission had discussed 
at a meeting on Tuesday a 
statement by UEFA that it 
was maintaining its rule on 
foreign player limits fOT 
teams in its club competi- 
tions this season. It had 
derided to write to UEFA 
asking it to come into line, 
he said. 

“If its reaction is nega- 
tive, the commission re- 
serves the right to take fu- 
ture measures," Van Der 
Pas added. 

Another spokesman said 
this could include taking 
UEFA to court or fining it. 

It was not immediately 
clear under what EU reg- 
ulation a fine could be im- 
posed and spokesmen re- 
fused to be drawn on de- 
tails. 


Fine 

could end 
Graf 
tax affair 

BONN (AFP) — German 
legal authorities could drop 
enquiries into the tax affairs 
of tennis star Steffi Graf if 
she pays a five million mark 
(S33*toiIlioh)- ffrie. 'Gertnan 
television 1 said Tuesday. 

ZDF television reported 
that GraFs lawyer, Peter 
Danckert, had proposed she 
pay just two million. 

Her father, Peter Graf, has 
been in jail on remand since 
August on suspicion of with- 
holding information on his su- 
perstar daughter's earnings. 
He faces up between 6 and 9 
years in jail if finally found 
guilty. 

World number one Steffi, 
26. denies any wrongdoing on 
her part. 


Atletico go through in Spanish Cup 


SEVILLE (R) — Atletico 
Madrid moved into the 
quarter-finals of the Spanish 
Cup on Tuesday after scoring 
two early goals and surviving 
heavy second-half pressure to 
beat Real Betis 2-1. 

The Spanish League- 
leaders, who took the tie 3-2 
on aggregate, were aided by a 
series of apparent blunders 
by referee Jose Rubio, who 


should have sent off Atletico 
goalkeeper Jose Molina for 
deliberate handball outside 
the area when the game was 
only three minutes old. 

Atletico took control of the 
first half, scoring through 
midfielder Delfi Geli in the 
24th minute and adding 
another just a minute later 
when Bulgarian forward 


Lyuboslav Penev finished off 
a fine move on the right by 
midfielder Jose' Luis 
Caminero. 

Betis fought back, and a 
headed - goal from former 
Atletico forward Juan Sabas 
just after the break gave the 
southerners a fighting 
chance. 

But shortly afterwards re- 


feree Rubio inexplicably 
foiled to signal a p&alty 
when Roberto Solozabal 
brought down Alfonso Perez 
in the Atletico goal mod th. 

The referee needed police 
protection from a shorter Of 
objects thrown 'from* the 
stands at the final whjstle. 
Similar incidents ‘have 
brought stiff fines frofl* the 
Spanish soccer authorities. 


Agassi wins easily; Fleurian ousts Edberg 


MELBOURNE (AP) — No 
worries, mate. Andre Agassi 
has mended from a knock ou 
the knee that nearly put him 
out of the Australian Open in 
the first round. 

The defending champion 
and No. 2 seed — competing 
with Pete Sampras and Tho- 
mas Muster for the top spot 
in the rankings — scampered 
around the. court and belted 
winners from all angles in a 
6-4, 6-2, 6-3 victory Wednes- 
day night over fellow Amer- 
ican Vincent Spadea. 

Agassi had banged his right 
knee into a post in a misstep 
on a metal spiral staircase in 
his hotel room Sunday night 
and, hobbled by the swelling, 
barely escaped being upset 
Monday by qualifier Gaston 
Etlis of Argentina in a five- 
set match. On Wednesday, 
he no longer sported a ban- 
dage on the knee. 

Agassi said he has been 
treating his knee with elec- 
trical stimulation and ice and 
holding back on practice. 

“By next match, it should 
be 100 per cent,” he added. 

Earlier, Stefan Edberg 
made the first big farewell of 
his farewell tour. 

Edberg, a former No. 1 
player and now a veteran two 
days shy of age 30 bowed out 
of the Australian Open in the 
second round after' saving 
two match points. 

If age has slowed Edberg, 
who plans to retire at the end 
of the year, a nagging groin 
injury didn't seem to hinder 
women's co-No. 1 Monica 
Seles. 

While Edberg struggled 
through his second five-set 
match in two days, losing 6-4, 
2-6, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 to French 
qualifier Jean-Philippe Fleu- 
nan in jnst under three 
hours, Seles disposed of 
Katarina ^tudepfleoya of Slo- 
vakia 6-1, 6-1 in 51 minutes. 

Another famous name re- 
turned to prominence. Pat- 
rick McEnroe, younger 
brother of former No. 1 
John, overcame a miserable 
start to upset No. 14 Andrei 
Medvedev of Ukraine 0-6, 
2-6, 6-3, 6-2. The younger 
McEnroe, ranked No. 57, 
was a semifinalist here in 
1991. 

Another casualty among 
seeded players included No. 
9 Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa, who was hampered 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, salon, dining room, balcony, 
telephone, satellite, independent central heating. 
Location: Shmeisani. . 

Please call Tel: 671424 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1. First one is located in Abdoun and consists of 
two bedrooms, two bathrooms, L-shaped salon, 
telephone, separate entrance with a big garden 
and separate central heating. 

2. Second apartment is located in Shmeisani, 
Tyche Hotel Street. It consists of three bedrooms 
(one master bedroom with bathroom and dressing 
area), big L-shaped salon, two glassed-in 
verandas, maid's room, separate central heating 
and telephone. 

For more information please call Tel. 816345 or 81 6295 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Jordanian book company is looking 
for a dynamic, self motivated sales 
representative with the following qualifkations:- 

* University degree in business, marketing 
or related fields. 

* 2 years experience. 

* fluency in Arabic di English. 

* Age 25 -35. 

* Knowledge of educational institutions in 
Jordan preferable. 

please send GV to Jar #; 699119 
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Gabrida Sabatini of Argentina 
by a hamstring injury-in a 6-1, 
6-3, 6-0 loss to Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia. . _ " 

No: 3- Muster -advanced to 
thetthud round with^a 6-4, 
6-4, 1-6, 7-6 (7-4) victory over 
Javier Frana of Argentina, 
and No. 5 Michael Chang 
breezed past Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland 6-1, 6-3, 6-3. 

Women's No. 3 Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, a finalist 
last year in three Grand 
Slams but a winner in none, 
beat Germany’s Barbara 
Rittner 6-3, 6-2 in a second- 
round match. 

Edberg, whose six Grand 
Slam titles include Australian 
Open triumphs in 1985 and 
1987, has fallen from No. 1 in 
1990-91 to No. 31 in the 
rankings. 

But no one has matched his 
durability. This was his 51st 
consecutive Grand Slam 
tournament — the most 
among active players. He 
also has played the most five- 
set matches among them, 
with a record of 26-19. 

The ovation at the end of 
today’s match, he said, “felt 
good in one way and bad in 
one way because I still lost 
the match, but at the same 
time you feel good about all 
the support that I had.” 

Fleurian, ranked 133rd in 
the world, almost didn’t 
make it through the qual- 
ifying round. 

“I knew that everybody 
would be for Stefan " Fleu- 
rian said. “This is his last 
Australian Open, and be is 
such a gentleman. But that 
didn’t mean they were 
against me. That’s a big dif- 
ference.” 

“Gentleman" wasn’t the 
word being used at the match 
between No. 8 Jim Courier 
and fellow American Jeff 
Tarango, notorious for out- 
raging the tennis establish-, 
ment by walking out of a 
match at Wimbledon last' 
year, accusing an umpire of 
corruption. 

Both say they are friends 
off court, but Tarango was 
shouting at the umpire, trying 
to have Courier penalised for 
foul language and throwing 


waves to the crowd after her AostraHan Ope n natdj, 
his racket. He said later a Naoko Sawamatsu of Japan 
penalty point could end.up and two Amerip qri .q peds — 
swinging a .close -match- \ tojaffiPsr® Mai^^^jj^gndez 
Tarango, still on probation ^ ang No. 13 “Rjubin . 

after paying $28,256 for beff'^iririii.TIab- 

Wimbledon incident, said; *T. stSkwh of Slovakia 6-4, 6-3, 
am restraining myself, and it • Majoli beat American Lori 
would be very relaxing for me ■ McNeil 6-3, 6-2; Fernandez 
to know that I can throw my. ' beat Maria-Antonio Sanchez 


racket-” 

Courier, the 1992 and 1993 
champion here, rebounded 
from 1 t 4 in the third set and 
won 7-5, 6-7 (7-2), 6-4, 6-3 in 
3 hours, 22 minutes. He said 
the outbursts of Tarango. a 
“marked man,” didn’t bother 
him. 

Also advancing to foe third 
round were No. 6 Gabriela 
Sabatini of Argentina, No. 7 
Iva Majoli of Croatia, No. 15 


Lorenzo of Spain . 6-2* 6-0; 
Rnbin beat Tina Krjzan of 
Slovenia 6-7 (7-3), 6-2, 6-3.. 

Advancing ■ among men’s 
seeds were No.' 11 Richard 
Krajicek of the Netherlands 
and No. ' 15 Todd Martin. 
Krajicek beat Frederik. Fet- 
teriein of Denmark 6-2, 6-4, 
6-4 and Martin Struggled past 
fellow American Richey Re- 
neberg 6-2, 7-5, 36, 7-6 (7- 
5). 


Memories mingle with hope 
as Sawamatsu moves ahead 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
One year ago, Japan's Naoko 
Sawamatsu played and won a 
first-round match at the Au- 
stralian Open relying on pure 
emotion and instinct only 
hours after learning that her 
family's home in Kobe had 
been destroyed in the great 
Kansai earthquake. 

On Wednesday, 365 days 
later, the 15tfa seed shrugged 
off fading bad memories of 
the disaster and moved into 
the third round of the first 
Grand Slam of the year by 
beating Linda Wild of the 
United States 6-4, 6-3. 

‘Today I looked at the 
calendar and saw that it was 
January 17,” said Sawamat- 
su, whose victory at Flinders 
Park thrusts her into a re- 
match of the contest she won 
last year, the morning after 
the quake, against compat- 
riot Ai Sugiyama.Sawamatsu 
is hoping to move farther 
ahead this year than she did 
in 1995, when she set a ben- 
chmark at major events for 
Japanese women by reaching 
the - quarterfinal stage. 

The 23-year-old from 
Nishiuomiya has moved on 
since the day of the earth- 
quake. Her family — none of 
whom were injured in the 


tragedy that killed at least 
5,000 — has moved across 
the hay from Kobe to Isaka 
to try to construct a new life. 

Sawamatsu now rente a flat 
in Tokyo as a base for her 
tennis travels on the : WTA 
Tour. 

She comes from a tennis 
dynasty: her aunr Kazuko 
and her mother Jimkio broke 
ground for Japan ' in. 1970 
when they reached the’ dou- 
bles quarterfinals at Wimble- 
don, losing to Billie. .Jean 
King and Rosie Casals. Kazu- 
ko went on to win a Wimble: 
don women’s doubles! title 
five years later with anne 
Kiyomura. 

As time heals mental and 
emotional wounds -caused by 
the earthquake, tragedy, 
Sawamatsu's hopes for tennis 
in 1996 are growing. _ 

“I was in shock from what 
bad happened. I also felt 
quilty because I was able to 
play tennis while tberevfas so 
much suffering going on at 
home. 

“I feel so sony ‘for the 
families of those . wKp- died 
and for people who kirt- their 
homes." 

The world No. -17 wilhhave 
to do quite-well to beat her 
1995 performance. 1 
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Meeting opens on 
regional transport 



AMMAN (Petra.) — a four- 
party sub-committee on 
transport emanating from the 
working group on regional 
development of the multi- 
lateral phase of the Middle 
East Peace Process on 
Wednesday opened a two- 
day meeting in Amman to 
discuss ideas and practical 
steps for cooperation among 
their countries in transport 
affairs. 

The sub-committee which 
groups representatives of Jor- 
dan, Egypt, Israel and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) is also studying the 
European Union's experi- 
ences in joint transport sys- 
tems. 

Jordan’s delegate, Dr. 
Dureid Mahasneh, told the 
meeting that the peace pro- 
cess had contributed towards 
laying a solid foundation for 
economic cooperation, 
adding that the transport sec- 
tor was one of the most im- 
portant sectors since it pro- 
vided the basic infrastructure 


for promoting trade and tour- 
ism among the countries in 
the region. 

Speaking after the first ses- 
sion, Dr. Mahasneh said that 
Jordan, which enjoys a cen- 
tral geographical location, 
would benefit from opportu- 
nities for trade, transit opera- 
tions and transport activities. 

The transport agreement 
which Jordan signed with 
Israel on Tuesday, Dr. 
Mahasneh said, will further 
enhance the peace treaty 
signed in October of 1994 as 
ft will help connect the West 
Bank with Jordan and Israel 
and open new markets for 
Jordanian products and also 
boost the country's tourism 
industry. 

He said the European Un- 
ion (EU) nations have ex- 
pressed readiness to finance 
regional transportation pro- 
jects, something which be 
said should prompt the coun- 
tries of the region to speed up 
plans for transportation net- 
works. 


Deputies assail Ethiopia 

(Conlmaed from page 12) 


ment’s derision to increase 
customs duties on cars," he 
said. 'Tm seeking a quick 
derision from the govern- 
ment to reschedule the cus- 
toms and licensing fees on 
cars." he added. 

IAF Deputy Ibrahim Kila- 
ni thanked Minister of Health 
Aref Bata inch for the minis- 
try’s decision to ban the 
marketing of fish that was not- 


fit for consumption and in- 
sisted on the need to continue 
monitoring the “leakage of 
these commodities to the loc- 
al markets.” 

The House continued dis- 
cussions of the House's 
byelaws. It is expected to 
meet on Sunday ana continue 
discussions of the 116-artide 
draft. 


Violence does not affect polls 

(Continued from page 1) 


; chiefs — Islamic Jihad leader 
Fathi Shaqaqi and Yahya 
Ayyash, presumed master- 
mend of a suicide bombing 

- campaign by the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas). 

But the kind of spectacular 
bombing attacks that the 
hardliners have shown them- 
. selves capable of have yet to 
materialise. 

Hamas had said it would 
target Israelis to avenge the 
death of Ayyash, known as 
“the engineer," in the explo- 
. aon of his cellular phone in 
• - Gaza 12 days ago. 

. : : • Israeli soldiers still occupy 
.; - Hebron, the only Palestinian 
town with Jewish settlers still 
. living in the town centre, and 
. under a West Bank self-rule 
- • deal signed in September 

- maintain overall responsibil- 


ity for security in the area of 
the attack. 

The two Israelis were kil- 
led late Tuesday when 
Palestinians following them 
in a car fired at their vehicle 
late Tuesday. 

The two were travelling 
from Hebron to Jerusalem 
and had slowed because of 
-fog near the village of Bayt 
Immar They were then fired 
upon by an automatic 
weapon from the car behind. 

Witnesses quoted by Israeli 
Radio said one of the Israelis 
was, able to get out of their 
car, an army Renault 5, and 
fire back before dying of his 
wounds. 

The Palestinians, travelling 
in a silver Mercedes, fled the 
scene. The Israeli army 
clamped a curfew on the area 
and began a manhunt. 


Israelis quit Abu Dis HQ 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Faisal Husseini, Palestinian 
minister in charge of Jeru- 
salem affairs, was overseeing 
. them for the Palestinians. 

Mr. Beilin's office denied 
the report and accused Mr. 
Olmert of using scare tactics 
to get reelected. 

“No negotiations are being 
held under the Israeli govern- 
ment or Yossi Beilin," said 
his spokesman, Aviv Sharon. 

Mr. Husseini’s office said 
'he would have no comment 
on the report. 

In a speech Tuesday, Mr. 
Beilin said he does not agree 
that Israel must preserve the 
status quo on Jerusalem, the 


newspaper Davar Rishon re- 
ported. 

“The real meaning of the 
status quo is that Israel does 
not have a recognised capit- 
al," Mr. Beilin said. “We 
have to discuss the issue with 
the Palestinians -so that they 
recognise Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. If they do, 
tiie whole world will recog- 
nise it” 

Davar Rishon quoted 
sources dose to Mr. Bkafin as 
saying that Mr. Hixscfafeki 
and Mr. Pun dak bad met 
with Palestinian officials at 
academic conferences where 
the question of Jerusalem 
was discussed. 


Russian 


(Continued from page 12) 
dashed in the speaker vote. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky’s 51 de- 
puties were widely believed 
to have backed Mr. Rybkin 
to a large extent in the vote, 
but the support was not 
enough to check Seleznev’s 
advance. 

Mr. Seleznev narrowly 


failed to win a first vote 
Tuesday evening when he 
gained 219 votes, falling 
seven short of the absolute 
majority. 

The communist candidate 
had earlier pledged to respect 
smaller centrist blocs in the 
leftist-dominated legislature, 
and strive to build consensus. 
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‘Egypt smashed 15 Israeli spy rings’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt bas smashed 15 spy rings working 
for Israel since the two countries signed peace in 1979, the 
government Weekly A1 Mussawar said Wednesday. An 
Egyptian has been executed, five sentenced to hard labour 
ranging from five years to life, and two others jailed for 15 
years as a result, the newspaper said. Meanwhile, two 
Israelis and another foreigner whose nationality was not 
given have been thrown out of Egypt, it said. The latest 
scandal came to light when an Egyptian bedouin tribesman 
was charged in January with spying for Israel for 11 years. 
The state prosecutor has asked for a sentence of life with 
hard labour. The deputy head of the ruling National 
Democratic Party, Mustafa Khalil, said there was nothing 
unusual in the spy figures. “Spying has always gone on 
between European countries and the United States even 
though they are allies,” Mr. Khalil told Ai Mussawar. 

Mubarak appoints eight new governors 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak has 
appointed eight new governors in key provinces and urged 
them to remove all obstacles hindering investment and 
setting up small businesses. Egyptian newspapers said on 
Wednesday. The new governors were sworn in on Tuesday 
m the presence of Mr. Mubarak and his newly-appointed 
Premier Kamal Ganzouri. Al Ahram newspaper said Mr. 
Mubarak's new appointments were aimed at giving impetus 
to the government’s drive to encourage investment and 
development in the provinces. 


Gulf war signs fade in Iraq, scars linger 


By Leon Barkbo 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — Baghdad 
no longer displays many 
traces of the Gulf war 
bombs that fell five years 
ago this week. 

But an exhibition of war 
damage, the unrestored 
Amiriya shelter where an 
allied bombing killed 
hundreds and the grinding 
poverty of millions of Iraqis 
assure that no one can* 
forget the “mother of all 
battles" and its devastating 
impact. 

Communication centres, 
bridges, skyscrapers, re- 
fineries and power stations 
levelled in the U.S.-led 
allied bombing raids that 
began at 2:30 a.m. January 
17 (January 16 in the U.S.) 
were quickly repaired. 

Today, beside each re- 
built edifice stands either a 
poster or a bronze statue of 
President Saddam Hussein, 
raising his arm in victory. * 

“The upright have recon- 
structed what was des- 
troyed by the ungodly," 
reads a banner at an exhibit 


installed in an ancient 
building overlooking the 
Tigris River, 

Visitors to the “steadfast- 
ness and confrontation ex- 
hibition” can view hun- 
dreds of glossy pictures and 
maquettes — one set dis- 
playing the extent of dam- 
age to each site and another 
showing how Iraqi en- 
gineers restored it. 

Chlorinated water today 
reaches every house and 
power cuts are rare in this 
city of five million people. 

Petrol and other oil pro- 
ducts are cheaper than wa- 
ter — in part because the 
U.N. bars Iraqi oil exports 
under the Gulf war sanc- 
tions imposed for Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraqis can choose among 
four television channels — 
and there was a public out- 
cry when the Shebab 
(youth) Channel, run by 
President Saddam's eldest 
son Uday, went off the air 
for 24 hours because of a 
technical fault this month. 

Tens .of thousands of 
football-crazy Iraqis cram 
the Shaab Stadium twice a 


week to watch league 
matches and millions are 
said to take part in the 
football pools. 

Shopwindows in Bagh- 
dad’s thoroughfares display 
chandeliers, Japanese 
household utensils, re- 
frigerators, electric ovens 
and aircoolers. Grocers 
have a variety of foreign 
foodstuffs for sale ranging 
hom French cheese and 
Turkish delights to pure 
Australian honey — but not 
many Iraqis can afford 
them. 

“Life proceeds smoothly 
in Iraq but only for those 
who are privileged enough 
to have the money,” said a 
U.N. relief official. “Gulf 
war sanctions have divided 
the Iraqi society into a 
minority of haves and a 
majority of have-nots and 
perhaps nothing in be- 
tween." 

It is not difficult to see 
the other side of the coin in 
Baghdad — just stroll into 
an inner part of the city 
behind buildings destroyed 
by the allies and defiantly 


reconstructed by the gov- 
ernment. 

Barefoot mothers kiss 
your shoulder, begging for 
cash or a piece of bread. 
Small boys and girls, ernaci- 
- ated and in rugged trousers, 
may kiss your shoes and 
pull on your hand to beg for 
money. 

In between, one of the 
oldest and poorest areas of 
Baghdad, up to seven fami- 
lies may inhabit the same 
dilapidated house that 
could fall down any time. 

On main streets, young 
boys squat on the ground 
selling cigarettes, used 
shoes or clothes. "They are 
part of the new emerging 
army of petty traders who 
find nothing else useful to 
do," said the U.N. relief 
official. 

In state-run hospitals pa- 
tients are told to bring their 
blankets, spoons, saucers 
and, lately, also their food. 
Medicine has to be bought 
from pharmacies at spot 
market rates. 

“The Mother of Battles is 
continuing," declared Pres- 
ident Saddam in a cabinet 


. address this month. He said 
the U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed for Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait were more harm- 
ful than the bombs dropped 
by "the 30-state aggres- 
sion” during the Gulf war. 

Just days before the Gulf 
war’s fifth anniversary, the 
Iraqi leader declared war 
on high prices and inflation. 
He assured the nation that 
"victory" this time would 
also be on his side. 

“It is not the mother of 
all battles which Iraq thinks 
of now. It is how to survive 
the sanctions which have 
started to bite... and (are) 
biting deep," said a West- 
ern diplomat. 

Five years after the war, 
Iraqi leaders are striving to 
check hyperinflation which 
Viktor Wahlroos. deputy 
U.N. relief coordinator in 
Baghdad, calls the number 
one enemy for Iraq. 

The inflation, which the 
U.N. puts at 5,000 per cent ' 
for essential items,., has 
driven millions of Iraqis to 
below poverty level. Gov- 
ernment wages, Mr. Wah- 


Iroos said, bought almost 
nothing at a time when five 
million Iraqis relied on them 
for survival. 

“Tliis year it is the war on 
the economic front that is 
preoccupying the Iraqi 
leaders. It seems it is no 
.longer how to commemo- 
rate the ‘mother of all bat- 
tles,"' the diplomat said. 

The ministry of culture 
and information has un- 
veiled a low-key program- 
me of festivities to mark 
“the fifth anniversary of the 
Zionist and American milit- 
ary aggression in the 
‘Mother of Battles.'” The 
official press is silent on 
whether any festivities were 
in the pipeline. 

There is one constant re- 
minder, however, of one of 
the bitterest memories of 
five years ago: The allied 
bombing of the Amiriya 
shelter in which 403 people 
were burned to death. 

Amiriya is the only de- 
vastated edifice the Iraqis 
chose not to reconstruct, 
preferring to preserve it for 
posterity as a monument to 
the horrors of war. 


Aziz confirms Iraqi move 


(Continued 
Washington, thousands of 
Iraqi students earlier conde- 
mned the United States at a 
protest rally in Baghdad to 
mark the war's start early on 
Jan. 17, 1991. 

President Saddam, who 
was smiling and wearing a 
business suit, said he was 
“ready to help those who 
want to be guided on the 
path" of rapprochement. 

He complained that several 
Arab countries had not com- 
pletely withdrawn their sup- 
port for the U.N. ofl and 
trade seanctions imposed af- 
ter the invasion of Kuwait. 

“Some Arab (leaders), 
who think they are well inten- 
tioned, continue to follow the 
path they chose from the 
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beginning, even though it is 
false," he said. 

"If Arabs have faith in 
themselves, they will be able 
to resume their role" in the 
service of Arab causes, he 
said. 

The Iraqi leader paid tri- 
bute to the endurance of the 
Iraqis since the war and said 
the “lion that it is, Iraq is in 
good health" despite the 
sanctions, and the “future 
belongs to it." 

President Saddam ignored 
reports that Iraq was ready to 
reopen talks on the limited 
oil sales. 

Chief U.N. spokeswoman 
Sylvana Foa said Dr. Ghali 
“expects to receive soon an 
official communication from 
the government of Iraq in- 


dicating their readiness to 
talk about resolution 986." 

Ms. Foa said that Dr. Aziz 
bad called the secretary- 
general in London. 

Ms. Foa, speaking at a 
briefing, refused to give de- 
tails of the telephone con- 
versation or of the letter. 

But she said Dr. Ghali, 
who returns to New York on 
Thursday, was “continuing 
consultations" following Dr. 
Aziz's call. 

The Iraqi dinar rose 
against the U.S. dollar on 
Wednesday on the news that 
Baghdad may be ready to 
negotiate a limited oil sales 
deal. 

“A dollar was worth 2,850 
dinars yesterday,” said 
Abdul Basit Abdul Jabbar of 
Yama Exchange Company in 
Baghdad. “Today it is 
offered for 2,250 and no one 
is buying." 


Israel keen to make success of peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

agreement was implemented 
in two months. 

"There was never a Palesti- 
nian authority, there was 
never a Palestinian territorial 
address in history and the 
Palestinians were never in 
charge of their education, 
police or commerce," he 
said. “Now this was given to 
them in a silver platter. 

“Nobody forced us to do so 
and we did it in the face of 
very heavy opposition,” he 
said, adding that Mr. Rabin 
“paid for it with his life be- 
cause of it.” 

“We have shown our inten- 
tions," he said, describing the 
Jan. 20 Palestinian self-rule 
elections as revolutionary. 

“Israel is neither weak nor 
poor but it does not want to 
dominate the Palestinians. I 
don’t think Israel needs to 
ask for a credit card.” 

— The way to fight extrem- 
ism is to raise the standard of 
living of the people and the 
international community 
should contribute to building 
“the infrastructure of a mod- 
em economy” in the region. 

“The higher the standard 
of living, the lower the stan- 
dard of violence. It is because 
of this that we are trying to 
develop economic activity. It 
is not for us but it is for the 
future of all of us. 

“Poverty, bitterness and 
disappointment shape the 
ground for violence and 
hatred. So we have to go the 
right way and it is a long 
way." 

The world community 


should help to ensure that, 
“all people and every people 
will have the ability to enjoy 
an economic take-off and 
reach the heights of income, 
social and economic, which 
exist in many parts of the 
world." 

Mr. Peres rejected charges 
that Israel was impeding 
Jordanian exports to the 
Palestinian territories for 
considerations of its own 
commercial interests and said 
his country was encouraging 
Jordanian trade based on 
competition. 

“We are not stingy and we 
will not be narrow-minded in 
our approach,” be said, not- 
ing Israel has allowed the 
export of Jordanian products 
into its own market but that 
the very concept of trade 
warranted competition. But, 
“we are doing It with a big 
deal of goodwill because we 
have deep feelings for Jor- 
dan." 

“We want to make the 
(political) Jordanian-Israeli 
relationship a real success 
story in economic terms as 
well,” said the prime minis- 
ter, specifically referring to 
development projects in the 
Jordan Rift Valley, expan- 
sion of the Aqaba airport and 
cooperation between Jorda- 
nian and Israeli private sec- 
tors. 

Economic dividends of 
peace would take time to 
materialise — “two, three 
years, (and) we cannot watch 
it with a stopper in our 
hands" — but Jordanian- 
Israeli agreements on coop- 


eration in various fields and 
studies on joint projects have 
“planted the seeds and pre- 
pared the ground." 

“There are many begin- 
nings in a very wide field of 
domains," he said. 

Israel is also seeking to 
develop joint projects with 
Jordan involving sophisti- 
cated technology, and “I 
don't have the slightest doubt 
that the Jordanian people will 
soon begin to see a real in- 
crease in their per capita" 
income, be said. 

Mr. Peres dismissed asser- 
tions that Israel was seeking 
economic domination of the 
region. "The whole idea, as 
expressed by some circles in 
the Middle East, that Israel is 
going to dominate the Arabs 
is nonsense," he said. “Mod- 
em economy is not based on 
domination but free market 
competition. 

"Israel’s exports do not de- 
pend cm the exports of veget- 
ables or something to the 
Palestinians or to Jordan. 
Israel is basically dealing in 
bi-tech, and our markets are 
in Europe, in Japan and 
other countries, and our in- 
terest in dealing with Jordan 
was not based on economic 
reasons." 

Israel, Mr. Peres said, has 
“nothing but extremely posi- 
tive feelings and good wishes 
for our Jordanian neigh- 
bour." 

“We respect the Jordanian 
independence, the Jordanian 
judgement, the Jordanian 
culture, and we hope to live 
as good neighbours.” 


Peres: Peace with Syria possible in 1996 

(Continued from page 12) 


after we deepen our negotia- 
tions with Syria. This is the 
view of the Syrians, the 
Israelis and the Lebanese. 
The rest is speculation with- 
out touching the ground. 

Q: Even if it comes from the 
president of Lebanon? 

A: He did not suggest any- 
thing. He says we shall 
negotiate together or parallel 
to the negotiations with 
Syria. He did not say whether 
he will negotiate separately 
or ahead of the Syrians. 

Q: How do you see countries 
like Iran, Iraq and Libya 
fitting into the new regional 
order? 

A: Iran, Iraq and Libya are 
not part of the region, but a 
problem of the region. They 
are a problem for everybody 
not only for us. 

I don't know of a modern 
country that would like to be 
submitted to the whims of 
fundamentalists. The prob- 
lem of Iraq is Saddam Hus- 


sein. The problem of Iran is 
the very extreme views of the 
Khomeini-led movement. 
Libya has a very unique lead- 
er. So, you see, it is prob- 
lematic. 

Q: What are Israel's options 
in the event of Iran develop- 
ing nuclear weapons? 

A: I don’t think we are in any 
mood to threaten an by body 
or frighten anybody with 
these sort of declarations. 
But if Iran produces nuclear 
weapons and if I were a 
member of any other Arab 
state, a member of Iraq, a 
member of Saudi Arabia, I 
would be very worried. 

Q: Israel has been accused of 
being behind the killing of 
Yahya Ayyash. Would you 
have any comment on that? 
A: I never knew that Ayyash 
was such a great saint. He 
was responsible for the killing 
of 60 Israelis, innocent 
Israelis, and the injuring of 
more than 300 others. Why 
are people surprised that the 


Israelis did not go to mourn 
his death? Why should any- 
one in Israel do that? He was 
not a saint and was not a hero 
in our eyes because he killed 
women and children. He was 
not fighting on the front. I 
was a litti: surprised by all 
those demonstrations. I don't 
see any room to participate in 
the whole episode. 

Q: Hardliners argue that the 
killing showed Israel was not 
committed to honouring 
peace with the Palestinians. 
A: Why, was Ayyash a great 
leader of peace? 

Q: It is based on an argument 
that Israel went out of its way 
to eliminate someone... 

A: First of an, Israel did not 
say anything tike this. It did 
not say anything like that. At 
the same time, neither will 
Israel describe Ayyash as a 
great leader of peace in the 
Middle East, who said the 
hardliners are right? The 
hardiiners are wrong. 


’Jordan has no policy of interference’ 


In dealing with a working' 
paper by Dr. Fadel Al Jalabi, 
Prince Hassan said the paper 
tackled in depth the econo- 
mic pretexts given by Iraq for 
its invasion of Kuwait and the 
repercussions of the ensuing 
war. The writer concluded his 
paper by an important part 
dealing with the economic 
impact of the crisis on the 
whole region. Prince Hassan 
said. 

" He said he also read 
another paper by Dr. Hazem 
Saghiya on “the political 
thought of the disaster” and 
described the paper as a se- 
rious attempt to analyse the 
Iraqi political thought which 
led it to invading Kuwait. 

He also he also read other 
papers by Dr. Mohammad Al 
Ansaii on the structure of 
political culture and Arab 
political behaviour, by Dr. 
Yahya Al Jamal on the abs- 
ence of institutionalisation, 
and by Dr. Hassan Ibrahim 
on children's education m 
Kuwait and Arab countries. 

After reviewing these pap- 
ers, Prince Hassan asked: 
“Was the nature of inter- 
Arab relations which pre- 
vailed during the oil boom 
period one of the reasons for 
the Arab position on Iraq's 
invasion or Kuwait and is it 
permissible for us to use this 
element in our analysis to 
know if our dealing with our 
inter- Arqb relations on finan- 
cial and oil basis were a 
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reason to the laxity in these 
relations and a reason for not 
supporting the victims of 
aggression?” 

Prince Hassan also asked if 
the way the Gulf war was 
financed was a pretext for the 
heavy destruction caused to 
the infrastructure in Iraq and 
the state of Arab relations in 
view of die Gulf war as well 
as the Middle East peace 
process, which he said was a 
result of tiie war. 

The Crown Prince also cal- 
led for means to contain wars 
and establish peace in addi- 
tion to defining relations be- 
tween Arab countries. 

Crown Prince Hassan said 
later Wednesday said Jordan 
sympathises with Kuwaiti 
prisoners held in Iraq as it 
sympathises with the Iraqi 
people who are suffering 
under the international 
embargo imposed on their 
country. 

Chairing the final session 
of the ATF symposium. 
Prince Hassan said the 
embargo should be lifted to 
end the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

He said the ATF sympo- 
sium was an intellectual 
meeting that does not advo- 
cate condemnation or 
boycott, urging the forum to 
make its conclusion available 
to the largest number of peo- 
ple in the Arab World. 

Participants in the sympo- 


sium held a press conference 
Wednesday and said the 
meeting discussed issues of 
extreme importance to the 
Arab Nation. 

ATF Secretary General Ali 
Omleil said the symposium 
was planned since April 1994 
and has nothing to do with 
any recent developments. 

The symposium. Dr. 
Omleil stressed, is not politic- 
al. but intellectual. 

Dr. Mohammad Rumeihi, 
a participant, said the sympo- 
sium aimed mainly to gather 
Arab intellectuals in their 
personal capacity, and did 
not intend to launch dialogue 
between Iraqis and Kuwaitis. 

Dr. Runieihi said the Gulf 
war was a disaster and what is 
important at the present is to 
find means to get rid of the 
results of this disaster. 

Another participant. Dr. 
Mahdi Hafez, described the 
symposium as historical, 
saying it was the first time 
that Arabs discuss one of 
“their hot issues." 

He said any solution to the 
problem in Iraq should be a 
comprehensive democratic 
solution that would give the 
Iraqi people their Arab role 
and status. 

He commended Jordanian 
efforts aiming to alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
and said other Arab countries 
can do the same to end the 
plight of the Iraqi people. 


Hijackers demand end to assault 


(Continued 

manded by Moscow, the 
foreign ministry said. 

The commandos on the 
ship want Russian forces to 
halt an attack on Chechen 
guerrillas bolding dozens of 
hostages in the town of Per- 
vomaiskaya in the republic of 
Dagestan near the Chechen 
border and let the rebels go 
back to their secessionist re- 
public. 

On Wednesday, a Turkish 
Chechen leader said Abkhaz 
commandos were behind the 
hijack and had carried out 
the operation without the 
prior knowledge of Chechen 
separatist leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. 

Russian heavy artillery 
took over the fierce assault 
on Chechen hostage-takers in 
Pervomaiskaya on Wednes- 
day, ruthlessly punishing the 
rebels — and any of their 
surviving hostages. 

Russian commandos pulled 
back from the village as mul- 
tiple rocket launchers, heli- 
copter gunships and heavy 
artillery took up the battle 
'against the Chechen guerrtf- 
als, who took their hostage- 
taking operation into a ninth 
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day. 

Russian forces appeared m 
no mood for compromise as 
they sought to annihilate the 
Pervomaiskaya rebels, who 
Iaunhced their hostage-taking 
operation last Tuesday in a 
bid to secure a Russian troop 
withdrawal from Chechenya. 

The brutal bombardment 
of Pervomaiskaya came after 
Federal Security Service 
(FSB) spokesman Alexander 
Mikhailov vowed that the 
assault against the rebels, 
who were still bolding dozens 
of hostages, would end later 
in the day. 

Russian special forces were 
ordered out of the village and 
Grad launchers proceeded to 
fire salvoes of a dozen rock- 
ets each at the smoking ruins 
of the village, once home to 
around 1,400 people. 

“We are completing the 
operation and we have taken 
the troops back to the edge of 
the village,** said Mr. 
Mikhailov, adding that "now 
we are in a situation where it 
is not a question of liberating 


‘It is clear that the hos- 
tages are being executed. The 


Chechen bandits have 
ordered (rebel leader Sal- 
man) Raduyev to liquidate 
the hostages," Mr. Mikhailov 
told reporters. 

He said only a handful of 
hostages were left alive, 
while Russian military offi- 
cials outside the village said 
41 people had been brought 
out of the village since the 
assault was launched Mon- 
day. 

Before the assault, the 150 
rebels were bolding more 
than 100 hostages in Pervo- 
maiskaya, most of them civi- 
lians brought from the 
Dagestani border town of 
Kizlyar which they stormed 
last Tuesday. 

Movladi Udugoy, spokes- 
man for separatist leader 
Dudayev, denied the re- 
ported executions. He said 16 
hostages were “killed by Rus- 
sian shelling” and “many 
other captives were wound- 
ed.” 

He said the hostages were 
"in trenches and shelters 
along with the Chechen fight- 
ers,” and added on Moscow 
Echo radio that the rebels 
bad offered in vain to free 
hostages Wednesday. 


Bosnia pullout is on track 


an IFOR spokesman said 
Tuesday 150 remaining in the 
northwestern Bihac region 
were on the point of leaving. 

“There is no reason to be- 
lieve that (the fighters' depar- 
ture) will not happen on 
tune,” he said, although re- 
cent reports suggested some 
had obtained Bosnian pass- 
ports and regrouped in the 
central city of Zenica. 

Meanwhile Bosnian Fore- 
ign Minister Mohammad Sac- 
nbey offered to break the 
prisoner swap impasse in ex- 
change for guaranteed access 
to mass grave sites. 

The release by Friday of all 
prisoners of war held by Bos* 
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ttia's three antagonistic fac- 
tions has been delayed by 
wrangles over allegations that 
thousands have been left off 
prisoner lists. 

“We are prepared to move 
forward with all the elements 
of die prisoner release prog- 
ramme if IFOR assures the 
freedom of movement and 
access to... the suspected 
mass grave sites near Ljubija 
and Srebrenica within three 
days of the prisoner release," 
Sadrbey said. 

Recent media reports sug- 
gested thousands of corpses 
are being disposed of m a 
disused mine near Prijedor in 
Serb-held northwest Bosnia 


to cover up evidence of mass 
killings carried out by the 
Serbs during “ethnic cleans- 
ing” of non-Serbs. 

Sandro Barana, repre- 
sentative of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(1CRC) in Serb-held Bosnia, 
said the warring parties were 
“not willing to co-operate or 
to comply with the (Dayton) 
agreement." 

In Belgrade, ICRC spokes- 
woman France Hurtubise 
said 800 Bosnians in Serbian 
camps were “civilian re- 
fugees” not detainees, as re- 
ported by London’s Guar- 
dian newspaper. 
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Arabs urged to ease social impacts of reforms 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab officials opened a con- 
ference on economic reforms 
Wednesday with a call on 
member states to try to ease 
the social impact of such 
programmes. 

Officials addressing the 
two-day conference on “the 
■social impact of economic re- 
forms in the Arab countries" 
said restructuring program- 
mes would naturally hurt liv- 
ing standards and aggravate 
unemployment in the short 
run. 

“Experiences have proved 
measures and policies of eco- 
nomic correction program- 
mes will have their social 
costs, which could be high in 
some cases at least during the 
transitional stage." said Jas- 
sim AI Manai, director of the 
Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF). 

“Such policies could lead 
to a decline in real incomes 
and levels of consumption in 
the short-term while priva- 


tisations will result in the 
disposal of some workers,” 
he said. 

“Studying and evaluating 
the social effects and adop- 
tion of appropriate measures 
to ease them will give greater 
credibility to economic re- 
forms in the Arab World and 
guarantee their viability,” he 
added. 

Many Arab states have 
been involved in reforms to 
tackle their economic prob- 
lems, mainly slow growth 
rates, unemployment, infla- 
tion, deficits in their budgets 
and balances of payments 
and accumulating debt. 

Experts have attributed 
such problems mainly to in- 
adequate economic policies, 
misuse of funds and decades 
of government domination of 
the economy.' 

The reforms include priva- 
tisations, improvement of in- 
vestment laws, development 
of stock markets and incen- 
tives for the private sector. 


The reforms gained 
momentum in the past few 
years after Gulf oil producers 
slashed financial aid to fellow 
members in the Arab League 
because of a sharp decline in 
oil prices. Die decline has 
also forced Gulf states to 
carry out their own reforms, 
which involved rationalisa- 
tion of expenditure. 

Several Arab countries 
have reported positive results 
from the reforms, with their 
budget deficit lowered and 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) picking up. 

Official figures for the 
period between 1991 and 
1993 showed the combined 
Arab deficit was trimmed 
from $68.1 billion to $40.6 
billion while the GDP grew 
from $438.8 billion to $507.6 
billion. 

But the reforms in most 
member states have been 
slow while other members 
have been hesistant to start 
such programmes. 


Mr. Manai, a- Bahraini, 
said some Arab countries 
have recorded lower deficits 
in their budgets and balances 
of payments, stability in their 
currency exchange rates, and 
an improvement in invest- 
ment rales and incentives. 

“But what has been 
achieved from economic res- 
tructuring programmes in the 
region still falls short of ambi- 
tions," be said. 

“The social perspective is 
one of the main challenges 
facing economic decision- 
makers in the Arab coun- 
tries. This explains the hesita- 
tion and relative slowdown in 
the implemention of impor- 
tant reform programmes, 
especially the sale of public 
institutions to the private sec- 


states despite lower oil in- 
come and be urged industrial 
countries to increase assist- 
ance to help Arabs press 
ahead with economic re- 
forms. 


Magazine alleges 
Russian banking 
crime - ridden 


tor.” he pointed out. 
United Arab Em 


United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) minister of state for 
financial and industrial 
affairs, Ahmad AI Tayer, 
said Gulf states were main- 
taining aid to other Arab 


“Reforms have become in- 
evitable and unavoidable. It 
is not wise to keep postpon- 
ing them because allowing 
further financial imbalances 
and deterioration in the va- 
rious economic sectors makes 
it more difficult to tackle 
them in future,” Mr. Tayer 
told the participants. 

“As the main target of 
economic development is to 
improve the living standards 
of the people, the social 
effects of reforms should be 
identified and carefully stu- 
died in order to alleviate 
them, especially on low- 
income dasses. 'Die negative 
effects of economic reforms 
could jeopardise the entire 
process if they are not tack- 
led,” be concluded. 


Soros: Drastic change needed to ensure Japan future 


TOKYO (AFP) — Interna- 
tional finander George Soros 
said Wednesday that Japan 
was a good bet in the near- 
term, but its finandal sector 
and way of thinking needed a 
drastic overhaul if it was to 
avoid future crises. 

Mr. Soros, who controls a 
powerful investment fund, 
said Japan had just been 
through “a tremendous 
finandal crisis, a banking cri- 
sis” that exposed massive bad 
debt and undermined confi- 
dence in its finandal system. 

“I’m very optimistic on 
Japan in the near-term, but I 
am equally concerned that 
unless there is a radical 
structural change there will 
be another crisis some time in 
the future because this finan- 
dal machine as it is today I 
don’t think is viable,” Mr. 
Soros told foreign corespon- 
dents. 

He went on to say: “If 
people don’t think for them- 
selves. I don't think Japan 
will be a viable society.” 

Mr. Soros said that at the 
root of problems in Japan's 
finandal system — sent reel- 


ing last year under a series of 
collapses among finandal in- 


collapses among finandal in- 
stitutions, the billion dollar 
Daiwa Bank fraud scandal in 
New York and the massive 
bad debt problem — was a 
lack of individual thought in a 
consensus dominated soaety. 
• While “this consensus- 
dominated mentality” 
allowed Japan to develop a 
“fantastic" industrial base 
capable of produdng enor- 


mous wealth, the surplus it 
produces is then handed ot 
the finandal machine. 

“The finandal machine is 
equally fantastic, more so 
perhaps, in wasting those re- 
sources," he said, because it 
was not prepared to operate 
in a free market, mired in- 
stead in a directed market 
driven by the authorities, 
consensus and executives 
“who can be described better 
as bureaucrats.” 

“They know very well how 
to operate in that market, the 
directed market, but they are 
not prepared for a free mar- 
ket where people have to 
think for themselves,” he 
said. 

Mr. Soros went on to say 
that “Japan really has to be 
concerned about the open 
system that prevails in the 
world and not seek a mercan- 
tilist domination within that 
system.” 

“This surplus the industrial 
machine is capable of gener- 
ating is a tremendous source 
of power and Japan has to 
find its place in the world. 
(But) unless it changes its 
mentality and opens up in 
some form I don’t think 
Japan will be acceptable to 
the world as a leading power, 
perhaps the leading power, in 
the 21st century.” he pointed 
ont. . 

On Tuesday, financier 
Gcorge Soros recommended 
Japanese stocks as the best 
place for world investors to 
put their money at present 
and predicted the dollar 


would continue its advance 
against toe yen. 

Mr. Soros is regarded as an 
influential figure whose in- 
vestment opinions are dosely 
followed in finandal markets. 
His comments at an invest- 
ment seminar in Tokyo 
buoyed Japanese stock prices 
but did little to stir the cur- 
rency market, which found 
his keenly awaited speech 
something of an anti -climax. 

“Hie best opportunity for 
world investors in Japanese 
equities, because rising li- 
quidity is very good for the 
equities market," Mr. Soros 
said in a speech to the Global 
Investment Seminar, dting 
corporate restructuring and 
toe benefit of a weaker yen as 
likely to boost firms’ profits. 

Mr. Soros also said he did 
not think Japanese stocks 
were too expensive. 

His remarks, which came 
in the last 10 minutes of trade 
on the Tokyo Stock Market, 
helped push the key Nikkei 
average beyond the 20,500- 
point level. 

On the subject of the' cur- 
rency market, Mr. Soros said 
he expected the yen to depre- 
date through 1996 because 
growth in Japan’s money 
supply was faster than that of 
the United States. 

_ “We believe that Japanese 
authorities' will continue' to 
maintain a mote stimulative 
policy than that of the U.S., 
and that the yen will depred- 
ate through 1996,” Mr. Soros 
said. 


THE Daily Crossword by Elizabeth Gorski 


ACROSS 
1 Jewish mystic 
6 Human rights 
org. 

10 Norwegian king 

14 Saudi's neighbor 

15 Weather word 

1 6 Change for Julio 

17 Feudal figures 

18 Job fora 


20 Be super at 

21 Atomizer 

22 Fourth letter 

23 “Continentar 
rock group 

25 Elaborate meals 
27 Places for new 


32 Much-pubhcized 
drug 

33 Jetson’s son 

34 Made public 
38 Snob 

40 Mubarak’s 
predecessor 

42 Roman fiddler 

43 Vertebrae 

45 Actress Phoebe 

47 Hush-hush gp. 

48 Mensa Society 
qualifiers? 

51 Suspension 

54 Lagomcrph 

55 Mischievous 
child 

56 Sponsorship 
60 Climbing vine 
63 Gustatory 

exam? 

65 Spoiler, of a kind 

66 Double curve 

67 Sensible 

68 Choose 

69 Twiggy home 

70 Cupid 

71 Secretaries 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 Stockings 

2 Trading letters? 

3 Mocking 

4 Overran 

5 Eschew 

6 Rainbow shapes 

7 Find fault 

8 Prevaricator 


9 Dangerous 

10 Choose 

1 1 English borough 

12 Something of 
value 

13 Goes to the 
polls 

19 Laughing — 

24 Suffers 

26 J. — Joshua 

27 Evening song 

28 Pound of 
poetry? 

29 Outline 

30 Score endings 

31 Hotel chain 
name 

35 Takes part in 
play 

36 Ontario neighbor 

37 I say..." 

39 Courage 

41 “E-T.’ co-host 


qkidq □□ana □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□an QBQQ 
□QQO □□□□□ □□□□ 

nQQQQQEQQQQaQEia 

aooa □QEU9Q 

ooooaa bqeiq ■ 
□□□qq □□□□ □□□ 
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HHH L3BQQ QQDQQ 
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□□□□□ □□Oil ■ 

DDDOOQQSDBE1EIDDD 
□□□□ □□□□□ QQE30 
ELIDE □□□□□ □□OH 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 


44 Blues 
46 Burned 

49 Harmful fly 

50 Maryland bird? 

51 Make a play for 

52 Publicist's 
concern 

53 Cathedral areas 


57 Equipment 

58 "This — 
laughing 
matter!" 

59 Holy women: Fr. 

61 Ascot locale 

62 BA. word 

64 Asian New Year 


But regarding a meeting of 
the Group of Seven nations* 
top monetary officials in 
Paris on Jan. 20, Mr. Soros 
said while be did not know 
what statement would 
emerge from toe meeting, he 
did not expect it to have any 
long-term effect. 

Eisuke Sakakibarea, 
director-general of the 
Japanese finance minstry’s 
International Finance 
Bureau, told toe same semi- 
nar that the economic fun- 
damentals of Japan, Europe 
and the United States 
pointed to a stronger dollar. 

Mr. Sakakibara’s com- 
ments are keenly monitored 
by the currency market be- 
cause he was involved in driv- 
ing the dollar back up from 
its record low of 79.75 yen hit 
last year. 

Despite the two men’s re- 
marks, the dollar eased 
slightly against the yen on 
liquidation by trades who had 
been excited about the pros- 
pect of speeches by Mr. Soros 
and Mr. Sakalribara speech. 

“The speech was plain and 
contained nothing insightful, 
but perhaps you cannot ex- 
pect that from any hedge 
funds.” said a senior 


Japanese a'ty bank trader. 

Hungarian-born Soros is 
considered one of the world's 
most successful hedge fond 
managers. His fame grew in 
1992 when he was dubbed 
“the man who broke the 
pound” after raking in profits 
by selling sterling on toe ex- 


pectation that Britain would 
be forced to pull its currency 


be forced to pull its currency 
out of Europe's exchange 
rate mechanism (ERM). 

In his speed], Mr. Soros 
also tipped bonds as an 
attractive investment, but 
said Japanese bonds had less 
allure than others. The 
.Japanese bond market 
showed little reaction. 

Turning to the United 
States, he said U.S. monetary 
policy was probably too tight 
in light of relent economic 
indicators and that this “will 
hinder the U.S. economy 
over the next few months.” 

Europe, meanwhile, would 
remain in economic difficul- 
ties throughout 1996, Mr. 
Soros said, adding that the 
current drive for European 
monetary onion was inhibit- 
ing growth and that “the 
dampening effect of these 
policies may become more 
pronounced.” 


NEW YORK (R) — Russian 
organised crime now controls 
between 50 and 80 per cent of 
the country's banks and has 
turned Russia into one of the 
world’s major money- 
laundering centres. New 
York Magazine has said. 

The magazine, publishing 
the results of an eight-month 
investigation by reporter 
Robert Friedman, said that 
Russia has also become a 
major consumer of American 
$100 bills — cash the article 
said was used to fuel illegal 
activities, including drug 
dealing. 

“The Russians have fi- 
gured out a loophole and 
have been able to infiltrate 
the international banking sys- 
tem.” Mr. Friedman said in 
an interview. 

Mr. Friedman said that 
from January 1994 to the 
present, more than $40 bil- 
lion in new $100 bills have 
been shipped to Russia to 
meet orders from Russian 
banks, an amount that far 
exceeds the total value of all 
roubles in circulation. 

His article added that from 
Monday through Friday of 
any given week, at least $100 
million a night is flown from 
New York’s John F., Kennedy 
Airport to Moscow, where 
the money “is used to finance 
the Russian mob's vast and 
growing international crime 
syndicate.” 

The U.S. Federal Reserve ’ 
Bank has sanctioned the sell- 
ing of the enormous amount 
of $100 bills and the New 
York-based republic Nation-; 
al Bank, which specialises in 
selling currency, has taken a 
lead in providing the cash to 
Russian banks. Mr. Fried- 
man said. 

A spokesman for Republic 
National Bank said that Mr. 
Friedman's article with re- 
spect to the bank was “false, 
malicious and defamatory, a 
concoction of lies, misin- 


formation and innuendoes” 
compounded by quotes from 
unidentified sources. The 
spokesman added that Re- 
public’s lawyers “are. review- 
ing the article and will take 
appropriate action.” 

Mr. Friedman said the 
shipment of the money to 
Russia was legal because the 
banks in Russia ordering the 
funds from U.S. banks are 
chartered and officially rec- 
ognised. 

The money is purchased on 
behalf of Russian banks by 
American banks with whom 
the Russian banks have 
accounts, a spokesman for 
Republic said, adding, “the 
money is already in the U.S. 
banking system.” 

In his article. Mr. Fried- 
man quotes form a U.S. State 
Department cable the maga- 
zine obtained in which a top 
Russian banking official cited 
estimates that anywhere from 
50 to 80 per cent of Russian 
banks were under the control 
of organised crime. 

The official, Viktor Melni- 
kov, the Russian Central 
Bank's director for foreign 
exchange control, also 
“warned that much of this 
(imported money) was being 
used for illegal puiposes, in- 
cluding narcotics traf-- 
ficking.” 

Mr. Friedman quotes a for- 
mer New York state banking 
official as saying, “Republic's 
guilty of wilfoi blindness, 
though not in technical viola- 
tion of any law.” 

He also quotes an official 
in the Federal Comptroller of 
the Currency Office as 
saying, “that money is used 
to support organised crime. 
It's used to support black- 
market operations. In my 
personal opinion, this is an 
absolute abomination. It 
should not exist. Yet it 
appears that at least part of 
the federal government sees 
nothing wrong with it.” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hmri Arnold and Mike ArgHon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


YIKTT 


THE BETTER HALF C 

|<aJ6eE«3E*i 


By Glasbergen 



w 

■•■•ill 

I * 



“Your wife wants you to bring home 
a loaf of bread, a gallon of milk and 
a halfway decent attitude.” 


REESOI 


SNIULF 



Now arrange the Girded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles: LOUSE GIANT HAZARD THWART 
Answer: What the wrecking craw boss considered 
their good work— WORTH A RAZE 


HOROSCOpJ f 4 ] C A * * * 

]■ 

AWES: (March 21 k,, U' 

19) Get that plan worfcr f}~ 

the morning today wfcch - * 
gain your fondest aims 
then explain it to your l , 
ones later tins evening. ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to • ■ 

20) You understand 
aspects for the days 

and can get started on s 

new project today, b ut s . 
one who is crafty. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to J- 

21) Give some worldly nu 
plenty of thought then do 
physical activities which ‘ - 
required today, but tak 
easy later this evening. 

MOON CHILDREN:- n 

22 to July 21) Study ioig - 

methods which can help 
attain a loftier positional 
Make new contacts who ' 
most worthwhile. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 
Study every phase of cat 
activities ahead of you 
then today you can bar 

them very well by concent 
ing on new ideas. 

VIRGO: (August 22 
September 22) Plan en . 
tainment for the days ah 
in the morning, but h 
tonight avoid a disagreex 
with a neighbour or tb ■ 
could be conflict 

LIBRA: (September 23 
October 22) Get busy 
make your surroundL -- - 
more functional and beam / 
today and you can work m .-! 
efficiently and be more b 
pier in your duties. , 

SCORPIO: (October 23'* : - t!- - • 
November 21) Be only ? -- 
congenial fellow assocu ” * 
during the daytime today r - • 
later tonight don’t try to fa ‘ 
your ideas on others. . 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem'. - 
22 to December 21) This i 
good day today to make yi.- 
home more comfortable i 2 : T 
establish more harmony 
your loved ones who res ’_ — 
under your roof. 

CAPRICORN: (December: 
to January 20) You are tfaii 
ing cleverly and can.impn' 
your interests and re 
tionships early tins mom- . 
and later this evening 
your success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 . 
-February 19) You can hann 
finances wisely today so ; — 

you soon have a gran -•!’- — 
abundance. Consult with . 

expert about tbepropo -T c 
you own. . 

r PISCES: (February 20 
March 20) Study your no ; ■ 

and then contact a knc. * • 
ledgeable expert who can . 
of assistance of you and j - _ 
good result for your can-1! ’ 
activities. : . 
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Dutch entity to provide 
expertise to local companies 


Produce prices are 
lowest in several years 




■ u By Kbattab Salman 

- xaal to the Jordan Times 

“ -;MMAN — The regional 
-.ordinator of a Dutch con- 
l iltancy group Wednesday 
\ included a five-day visit to 
- .’lrdan during which be vi- 
ted local firms to provide 
...’em with administrative and 
: anagement expertise, 
- r cording to the Jordan Ex- 
"Stft Development and Com- 
V erdal Centre Corporation 
jEDCO). 

Ton De Broekert of the 
. 'Vetherlands Management 
" onsultancy Programme for 
eveloping Countries 
-'.JMCPJ, based in the 
./ague, visited over 14 in- 
' istrial, service, tourism and 
.. ide companies to look into 
e possibility of providing 
"em with experts. 

■ JED CO, one of the two 
1; cai representatives of 


NMCP, has signed an agree- 
ment with the Dutch prog- 
ramme last October with the 
aim of promoting good and 
smooth contacts between 
NMCP and potential client 
companies. 

NMPC clients are, in the 
first place, small and medium 
enteprises as well as educa- 
tional, community, adminis- 
trative, and other institu- 
tions. 

The other local representa- 
tive of NMPC is Tariq 
Shadeed, a Jordanian 
businessman who mainly con- 
centrate on health, educa- 
tional, research, and agri- 
cultural sectors. 

According to the agree- 
ment, NMPC would review 
applications forwarded by 
local companies in order to 
provide them with experts 
from NMPC in al! fields re- 
lated to the local firms' activi- 


ties. The services of the ex- 
pert will be free of charge 
but, the local company has to 
pay for his accommodation 
and transportation costs. 
There is no minimum period 
of staying with the local firm, 
but it can last as long as six 
months. 

NMPC is one of several 
bodies with which JEDCO 
had signed agreements to be- 
nefit from its support in pro- 
fessional training and qual- 
ification of personnel. Main 
orientation is towards tech- 
nical fields. 

JEDCO has similar agree- 
ments with Senior Experten 
Service (SES) of Germany, 
British Executive Service 
Organisation (BESO), the 
Japanese External Trade 
Organisation (JETRO), and 
Senior Volunt eer Program- 
me of Japan (SVPJ). 
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ORGANIZED KARXEI SHARK PRICE LIST TOR H2DE2USAX 17/01/1996 


COKHUK'S SOUK 


no. or 

SHARES 

TRACED 


VJilDI 

TRADED 


PMEV. CLOSIHfi 
CLOSING PRICE 


aHAB BANK Pie 

JORDAN NATIONAL DANK 

JSAKK OF JORDAN 

KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANS. 

XXDDST2UAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK/ SEW 
THE HOTS use SANE • 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BARK - 

JORDAN IBVSNTUSNT & FINANCE (MX 

BEIT NLMAL SAVZKMXtIVRNTMBNT FOR BOOSING 

AMMAN SANK PQR INVESTMENT 

mJUlDKL-HMIA I NVWmWWI' HANK. 


JORDAN GOLF INSURANCE 


XKSURAHCU UISC'XON 


JD 

razes 


09250 

231.000 

231.000 

2175 

4.320 

4.350 

1815 

3.630 

3. €30 

547 

1.210 

1.220 

5339 

2.910 

■2.520 

1912 

2.360 

2.390 

473 

4.800 

4.730 

30309 

1.040 

1.040 

10630 

3.000 

3. CIO 

11653 

3.030 

3.510 

1550 

3.120 

3.1UU 

15656 

.860 

.AhA 

615 

1.3S0 

1.370 

162358 

XMPSX KUMttRi 183.54 


CHBHOE 

: -0.03* 

27&B 

2.600 

7. 7011 


INDEX NUMBER: 129,26 
CBMBB I 0.00* 


JORDAN ZAK ELECTRIC POWER 

IRAZU DISTRICT ELECTJUCITI 

JORDAN NATIONAL 3 HIPS’ INC LIKES 

fATXOKAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

46AL ESTATE INVE5TMEXT 

JORDAN iU'fiiWIAT 1 ONAJ . THATI I DC CUNTKM 

XARKA PRT/ATB UBIVERNITY 

U N IFIE D CO. FOR ORGANIZING LAND TRANS. 


' AIZAHQSSP CONST. MATERIAL KASIIFACTURiaS 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JOHDAH RHCMPVATX MITT'S 
JORDAN KEXKOI.K'JM HKKINARY 
JORDAN XAKNIAb 

SHE ES3U6T3UAL 0CMJERCI2L A AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB PSARXAOErrZCAL MJOTFACTORXMC 

TBS JORDAN PIPES T'ANTFACTQRZRG 

BAPZA IHDDSTRIE5 

CAR AL DJWA DEVELOPMENT ft INVESTMENT 
\irvESTOCK & POOL TEST i ! 

* AKAH I'AREP CONVERTING. A TRADING 
SAf IONA) tKOCCTRIES ._ ! 

'■•'rsraE«MiajjAYK I'KTiin-WWIICM. INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN >:u!.l >HO-r HHKICAL5 
ABAS CNSITKH WMI PWJUW. K CHEMICALS 
UUrVEBSAL J-ODEXJV iNDOMTKTKR 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL hBSOUHtaa-: C0. 

JORDAN HEW CABLE C&KPA NX 

KL-ZAT READY WEAR MANtTFBCTURlNC CO. 

ISTERKATTOniVL TOBACCO fc CZCARXTT2S 

union choc Cal o togatiable oil imdustrt 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


822*6 'DDK NUMBER i 126.16 
CHANGE : -0.32a 


300 1.200 1.200 

65783 3.600 3.60U 

.mnn 1.200 . 1.740 

22777 9.0 SO 9.020 

2272 7.130 7. IDO 

4083 3.670 3.650 

13293 7.600 7,590 

22469 4.500 4,520 

2330 2.390 2.330 

6420 2. ISO 2,440 

14350 7.200 7. ISO 

G435 • .5*0 - -.SSO- 

' 3126 • 1.390 1.390 

5506 <990 •• .960" +-~» 

2272 1.500 1.420 

051 1.25D 1.250 

2113 1.500 1.G90 

17649 3.200 3.1U0 

3081 S 1.860 ' 1.860 

817 1.370 1.370 

■41.7 7.7AQ 7.7401 

31909 1.370 1.3*0 

924 1-SSfl 1.840 


260711 INDEX NUKJUCHf 120.74 
CHANCE ! *0.03* 


Gitanu total 

214271 

490064 INDEX NUMHERl 

152.50 
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AMMAN (Petra) — 
Wholesale and retail prices of 
fruits and vegetables in the 
local market in the first week 
of this month were the lowest 
in several years, an official at 
the Ministry of Supply said. 

The official attributed the* 
drop in agricultural produce 
prices to the rise in supply 
caused by the relatively warm 
and dry winter season. 

The official said it was un- 
usual to have fruit and.veget- 
able prices in winter as they 
are in the summer, which is 
the case this year. 

He said he expected that 
prices would continue to drop 
or at least to stabilise for 
some time, adding that prices 
might rise in the first few days 
of the fasting month of 
Ramadan, which is expected 
to start Sunday or Monday, 
before dropping to the cur- 
rent prices. 

■ Usually, demand for veget- 
ables and fruits in the holy 


month rise as people tend to 
■buy more than their actual 
needs of food supplies. 

The official urged citizens 
to buy only their needs of 
food supplies during the 
month to avert any rise in 
prices and reassured them 
that all commodities will be 
available in the market as 
usual during the lunar month 
and afterwards. 

He stressed his ministry’s 
keenness to strictly monitor 
prices of commodities in the 
holy month with the objec- 
tive of protecting consumers' 
interests. 

According to the official, 
vegetable prices during the 
first week of this monrh drop- 
ped by 43.8 per cent when 
compared to previous years. 
The official said garlic prices 
were an exception, since their 
prices witnessed a rise of 
about 47 per cent due to the 
drop in supply. 

This prompted the ministry 


to allow the import of garlic 
during Ramadan to stabilise 
• its prices, the official noted. 
He said prices of lemon also 
rose by 0.7 per cent. 

He added that fruit prices 
in general dropped by about 
10 per cent. The drop in fruit 
prices is less than vegetable 
prices because Jordan's ex- 
ports of fruits exceed that of 
vegetables. 

The Kingdom's exports of 
. fruits constitute 90 per cent of 
its agricultural produce to 
Arab Gulf countries. 

Meanwhile, chairman of 
the board of directors of the 
Jordan Poultry Marketing 
Company (Duleil), Salem Al 
Lawzi, said the company has 
about 1 ,500 tonnes of frozen 
poultry meat which will be 
offered in the local market 
during Ramadan. 

Dr. Lawzi said about 8,000 
tonens of fresh poultry meat 
will also be offered in the. 
market during the month. 



Beat 


UAE banks make record profits 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
made record profits in 1995 
due to a surge in credits 
caused by an upswing in trade 
and government spending on 
development projects, offi- 
cials and bankers said 
Wednesday. 

The Gulf country's 19 
national banks and 28 foreign 
units have also started to 
diversify their operations by 
setting up investment port- 
folios ana investing in new 
fields abroad, they said. 

“The national and foreign 
banks achieved excellent re- 
sults in 1995 compared with 
the previous year,” UAE 


minister of state for financial 
and industrial affairs, Ahmad 
Al Tayer, told the semi- 
official daily Al Ittihad. 

“Profitability varied from 
one bank to another but it 
was not less than 10 per cent. 
Some banks recorded in- 
crease of up to 50 per cent,” 
he said. 

Mr. Tayer said the better 
performance was due to an 
upturn in economic activity, 
including trade, industry, ser- 
vices and real estate. He also 
cited government spending 
programmes in infrastruc- 
ture, communicatioif and 
electricity. 

Banks in the UAE and 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Wednesday. 

One U.S. dollar 

1.3676/86 
1.4642/52 
1.6398/08 
1.1822/32 
30.09/13 . 

Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs. 
Belgian franco 1 


1584.1/5.6 

105.67/77 

6.6540/40 

6.4190/40 

5.6583/83 

1.4190/00 

0.7417/22 

7.7323/33 

Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars | 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 

$1.5340/50 

$398.80/399.10 



other Gulf states depend 
mainly on providing credits 
given the absence of other 
major investment opportuni- 
ties in the -region. 

Official figures showed cre- 
dits by UAE banks increased 
to around 90.5 billion 
dirhams ($24.65 billion) by 
the end of 1995 from 83.7 
billion dirhams ($22.80 bil- 
lion) by the end of 1994. 
More than 40 per cent of the 
total loans were extended to 
the trade and construction 
sectors. 

UAE banks made record 
earnings of around. 2.31 bil- 
lion dirhams ($629 million) 
in 1994 because of a surge m 
personal loans and other cre- 
dits, and higher interest rates 
on deposits. 

According to the planning 
ministry, the construction 
sector was the second biggest 
after trade in the non-oil field 
in die past five years. It attri- - 
buted the steady' upsurge in 
this sector to high rents. 

It also showed trade in- 
creased to around- 177 billion 
dirhams ($48.2.. billion) in 
1995. from .169. million' 
dirhams ($46 million) in 
1994. 

“Most banks boosted their 
net profits by at feast 10 per 
cent last year. This was main- 
ly because many of diem 
nave raised their capital to 
provide more credits and 
have overcome the problem 
of bad debts,” a bank mana- 
ger said. 


A review of news from the Arabic press 


Revenues collected Grom land, real 
estate deals during 1995 amount 
to JD 63.6m 

tHt THE LAND and Survey Department collected JD 
78.12 million in fees last year, up 22.8 per cent from the JD 
63.63 million collected in 1994. An official source attri- 
buted die increase to higher demand for land and real 
estate in addition to higher prices in some areas in Amman 
and other locations in the Kingdom. Land prices have 
surged in western and southern areas of Amman as a result 
of optimistic expectations that investments would rise at 
certain parts of the country. The highest revenue was 
collected in September 1995; JD 8.25 million compared to 
JD 6.5 million collected during the same month of 1994. 
October was also a good month as revenue amounted to JD 
8.04 million (JD 6.21 million in October 1994). The lowest 
amount has JD 4.23 collected in February 1995 (JD 3.77 
million in February 1994) (Al Ra'i). 

Drivers 9 training centres to reopen 

'ft-fr THE MINISTRY of Interior has decided to reopen 28 
centres for training drivers which had been ordered to close 
because of the low percentage of trainees who were able to 
pass driving tests. An official announcement that would 
allow the centres to reopen is expected on Saturday as it 
was decided that the closure period had been enough. It 
has been learnt that the minister has formed a committee to 
lay down new bases and regulations for the operation of 
these centres (Al Ra'i). 

Shahin clarifies dispute with bank 

i trie IN A clarification published in Al Ra'i, the Shahin 
Group said that Mohammad Abdul Qader Shahin was not 
a member of the Group, neither as owner nor as partner, 
and that the dispute with Arab Ltd. was a personal matter 
involving the interpretation of some articles related to the 
indebtedness of Mr. Sh ahin and had no relevance to his 
inability to pay or honour his obligations. Die group 
distanced itself from the Arab Company for Manufacting 
Vegetable Oils and Food, saying that neither Mr. S hahin 
nor any of the partners m the company were partners in the 
Shahin Group. The company has obtained a court decision 
that it should be granted a JD 2 million loan from the bank 
on the strength ora previous agreement signed between the 
two parties but the Arab Bank managed to obtain a court 
order to stop the execution of the decision until a final 
resolution is readied to the case (Al Ra'i). 

Civil Consumer Corpration boost sales 
to JD 34.5 million last year 








\ . V 


^ DA JAN I 

%flr JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world , All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



Furnished Apartment 
. For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,. 
: ground floor, telephone. 
'Other apartments andi 
• Mas * 

■ 'umlshed/unfurnished for- 
ent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Teh 810605, 810609, 81 0520 



** CIVIL CONSUMER Corporation (GCC) sales in- 
creased from JD 27.5 million in 1994 TO JD 34.5 million in 
1995, the corporation's director general, Abdul Hath Al 
Mahairi said. He stressed that the corporation was not after 
commercial profit as its goods carry a very slight profit 
margin that can hardly be mentioned to cover the salaries 
of die employees and enable the CCC cany on with its 
operations. Mr. Mahairi said the proof of the low prices 
was the wide difference between the CCC prices and those 
in the market as they range between five to sixty five per 
cent, with the difference rising as prices are higher. Noting 
that tiie CCC would not open new markets accept on 
commercial baas and according to operation requirements, 
he said the corporation is currently modernising all the 30 
markets it runs. Mr. Mahairi' indicated that a committee 
was recently formed to study shortlisting the local com- 
panies that bid for CCC tenders to ensure the highest 
degree of quality for the products on sale. As sum, he 
explained, there would be no way except for well qualified 
and technically capable companies to bid for CCC tenders. 
Civil servants will not find qamareddin at the CCC markets 
during the Holy Month of Ramadan as a shipment of 20 
tonnes imported from Syria was found not suitable for 
human consumption (Al Dost our). 

Foreign investment at AIM likely 
to begin showing next month 

■frtc SEVEN ARAB and international funds, the last of 
which is an Italian fund, with hundreds of millions of, 
dollars have been set up to invest in Jordanian shares and 
financial sources expect the foreign investment .to show up 
at the Amman Financial Market (AFM) by the end of next 
month. The sources said that since the investment promo- 
tion law was approved, two funds at least have been active 
in looking for good investment opportunities in shares. 
Another Arab fund associated with a Gulf Bank has 
“forcefully” entered the market to buy shares of selective 
companies but was faced with weak offers as most 
shareholders were not willing to sell their shares at such low 
prices and were waiting for prices to come up to acceptable 
levels (Al Dustour). 
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Teppanyoki 
Sashimi 
& Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 81-41 18 
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NBA’s Suns fire coach 


PHOENIX (AFP) — Paul Westphal, whose 
Phoenix Suns have struggled to a 14-19 
record, was fired as coach of the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) club here 
Tuesday. 

Cotton Fitzsimmons, a 64-year-old veteran 
who had two prior stints as coach of the Suns, 
was named coach and said Phoenix could 
peach the Western Conferen.ee finals for a 
fourth consecutive year. 

“I'm really looking forward to the chal- 
lenge,” Fitzsimmons said. “I think this team is 
capable of playing good basketball and win- 
ning.” 

Charles Barkley's team-high 23.3 points a 
game were not enough to offset seven injuries 
that ravaged the Suns, sidelining four starters 
and leaving them only eight players for their 
past three games. 

"The injuries have taken their toll and we 
got to a point where it was time to shuffle the 
cards and make a change before this season 
was over.” Suns' owner Jerry Colangelo said. 

"The bottom line is, we haven't seen our 
real team yet.” 


Barkley has been the subject of trade 
rumours and feuding with Colangelo, who 
vows not to *deal Barkley even though the 
1992 U.S. Olympic Dream Team member 
wants to end his career with a title contender. 

“You don't deal when you’re down.” Col- 
angelo said. “We would be willing to make a 
trade if it were in our best interests, but the 
chances of that are slim and none.” 

The capper for Westphal, a former Phoenix 
star, came when the Suns were routed 89-74 
by Cleveland, scoring their fewest points in a 
game in 14 years. 

“It's just not happening for us,” veteran 
forward A.C. Green said. “But basketball is 
like life. When the storm passes, the sun will 
come out. We just have to stick together." 

The Suns' scoring average is at a 19-year 
low 104 points. They lost twice to the lowly 
Los Angeles Clipper and suffered their first 
defeat at the hands of long-time loser Minne- 
sota in 26 matchups between the two. 

“People have us six feet under and are 
dumping dirt on us.” Suns centre Joe Kiiene 
said. 


Bulls win again as Rodman 
gets first triple-double 


CHICAGO (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 32 points and 
Dennis Rodman got his first 
career triple-double as the 
Chicago Bulls raced to their 
club record- tying 26th 
straight home win. 116-104 
over the Philadelphia 76ers 
Tuesday. 

Rodman had 21 rebounds, 
10 assists and 10 points in his 
699th NBA game. 

. “Dennis is Dennis.” said 
Jordan, who suffered a back 


injury in the fourth quarter. 
“S< 


iometimes. Dennis just 
wants to go, and tonight we 
let him go.” 

“Michael strained his back 
in the beginning of the fourth 
quarter, he'll be okay.” Bulls 
coach Phil Jackson said. 
“Our second unit finished off 


the game the way we hoped, 
n® 


We had good energy for the 
whole game and a beautiful 
first half." 

Scottie Pippen added 14 
.points for Chicago, which 
tied the franchise mark of 
consecutive home wins pre- 
viously set in 1991. The Bulls 
are ISM) at home this season 
and have won nine games in a 
row to improve to a league- 
best 32-3. 

Rookie Jerry Stackhouse 
scored 24 points and Vernon 
Maxwell and Sharone Wright 
added 19 apiece for Phi- 
ladelphia. which has not 
beaten the Bulls since De- 
cember 1993, and has nor 
won at Chicago since Decem- 
ber 1992. 

Jordan took another jab at 
Stackhouse, whom he out- 
scored 48-13 last week fol- 
lowing his young fellow 
North Carolina Alumnus’s 
comment that the NBA was 
"easy." 


“Jerry played pretty well, 
but when he goes back and 
watches some more him, he'll 
realise he needs to do more 
things and leant to split his 
game between offence and 
defence." Jordan said. 

"The Bulls are definitely 
playing the best ball right 
now,” Maxwell said. "Jordan 
is leading them and the other 
guys are playing off him. 
Jordan is back in rate form 
and he's playing well.” 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
recorded 31 points and 16 
rebounds and Hersey Haw- 
kins and Gary Payton added 
21 points apiece as the Super- 
sonics posted their 10th 
straight home win. a 99-90 
victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Kemp, who shot 12-of-17 
from the field, registered his 
eighth straight double- 
double. 

Seattle improved to 15-1 at 
home this season. 

Terrell Brandon scored 24 
points and Dan Majerie 
added 21 for Cleveland, 
which is 1-3 on its current 
seven-game road trip. The 
Cavaliers shot just 57 per 
cent from the foul line (25-of- 
44). . .. , 

In San Antonio. David 
Robinson had 28.pointsiand 
13 rebounds as the Spurs 
coasted to their fifth consecu- 
tive victory. 121-97 over the 
Boston Celtics. 


San Antonio has won 14 of 
its last 16 games overall and 
nine of its last 10 at home. 
The Spurs are 15-4 at the 
Alamodome and have a one- 
half game lead over the 
Houston Rockets in the Mid- 
west Division. 


Dana Barros scored 22 
points for Boston, which has 
lost eight straight road games 
and 10 of its last 12 overall. 

In Toronto. Rik Smits 
scored 29 points and Reggie 
Miller netted . 15 of his 27 
points on three-pointers as 
the Indiana Pacers defeated 
the Raptors 110-102 for their 
fourth straight victory. 

Damon Stoudamire had 29 
points and 10 assists and 
Tony Massenburg added a 
season-high 24 points for 
Toronto, which has lost seven 
of its last eight games. 

In Portland, Clifford 
Robinson scored 24 points 
and Arvydas Sabonis had 15 
points and 15 rebounds as the 
Trail Blazers stopped the De- 
nver Nuggets. 87-69. 

Rod Strickland had 17 
points and eight assists for 
Portland, which won its 
fourth straight game. 

Jalen Rose ..scored .16 
‘pen' " - Ji - 
Me 


pits 3ntj* robkie Antonio 
fcDye£s and Bryant Stfth 
added 12 apiece for Denver, 
which lost its second straight 
in scoring a season-low point- 
total. 
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Just arrived 
New 



Reinert Fresh cold cuts from Germany 


Variety of turkey, beef mortadellas and salami 
Available now at C Town 


Free tasting available from 
17th till 21st of January 1996 


EU asks 


UEFA 
to comply 
with 
Bosnian 
ruling 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
' European Commission said 
Wednesday it was asking 
UEFA to comply with the 
European Court of Justice 
ruling on its transfer and 
foreign player systems and 
would take “necessary mea- 
sures" if the European soc- 
cer body did not do so. 

“Nobody in the (Euro- 
pean) Union is above the 
law," commission spokes- 
man Nikolaus Van Der Pas 
said. 

Van Der Pas said the 
commission had discussed 
at a meeting on Tuesday a 
statement by UEFA that it 
was maintaining its rule on 
foreign player limits for 
teams in its club competi- 
tions this season. It had 
decided to write to UEFA 
asking it to come into line, 
he said. 

"If its reaction is nega- 
tive. the commission re- 
serves the right to take fu- 
ture measures.” Van Der 
Pas added. 

Another spokesman said 
this could include taking 
UEFA to court or fining it. 
It was not immediately 
clear under what EU reg- 
ulation a fine could be im- 
posed and spokesmen re- 
fused to be drawn on de- 
tails. 


Fine 

could end 
Graf 


tax affair 


BONN (AFP) — German 
legal authorities could drop 
enquiries into the tax affairs 
of tennis star Steffi Graf if 


she ^ays a five million .mark 


r(S3i;'ftiifjiohV fine; German 
' re ^vision 1 said Tuesday. ; • 

ZDF television reported 
that Grafs lawyer, Peter 
Danckert. had proposed she 
pay just two million. 

Her father. Peter Graf, has 
been in jail on remand since 
August on suspicion of with- 
holding information on his su- 
perstar daughter's earnings. 
•He faces up between 6 and 9 
years in jail if finally found 
guilty. 

World number one Steffi. 
26, denies any wrongdoing on 
her part. 


Atletico go through in Spanish Cup 


SEVILLE (R) — Atletico 
Madrid moved into the 
luarter-finals of the Spanish 


qua. 

Cup on Tuesday after scoring 
two early goals and surviving 
heavy second-half pressure to 
beat Real Betis 2-1. 

The Spanish League- 
leaders. who took the tie 3-2 
on aggregate, were aided by a 
series of apparent blunders 
by referee Jose Rubio, who 


should have sent off Atletico 
goalkeeper Jose Molina for 
deliberate handball outside 
the area when the game was 
only three minutes old. 


Lyuboslav Penev finished off 
a fine move on the right by 
midfielder Jose Luis 
Caminero. 


inexplflab! 
signal 


Rubio 

lo 

Roberto 


l P&al 
Solo 


Atletico took control of the 
first half, scoring through 
midfielder Delfi Geli in the 
24th minute and adding 
another just a minute later 
when Bulgarian forward 


Betis fought back, and a 
headed goal from former 
Atletico forward Juan Sabas 
just after the break gave the 
southerners a fighting 
chance. ■ 


feree 
failed 

when isupcno aoiozabi 
brought down Alfonso 
in the Atletico goalmdua,** 
The referee needed poMy 
protection from a showfcr ? 

objects thrown from j'tt 

stands at the final whistl/j 
Similar incidents iiavf 



brought stiff fines froth-, tf 1 ! 


But shortly afterwards re- Spanish soccer authorities 


Agassi wins easily; Fleurian ousts Edberg 




MELBOURNE (AP) — No 
worries, mate. Andre Agassi 
has mended from a knock on 


the knee that nearly put him 
out of the Australian Open 


in 


the first round. 

The defending champion 
and No. 2 seed — competing 
with Pete Sampras and Tho- 
mas Muster for the top spot 
in the rankings — scampered 
around the court and betted 
winners from all angles in a 
6-4, 6-2, 6-3 victory Wednes- 
day night over fellow Amer- 
ican Vincent Spadea. 

Agassi had banged his right 
knee into a post in a misstep 
on a metal spiral staircase in 
his hotel room Sunday night 
and, hobbled by the swelling, 
barely escaped being upset 
Monday by qualifier Gaston 
-Etlis of Argentina in a five- 
set match. On Wednesday, 
be no longer sported a ban- 
dage on the knee. 

Agassi said he has been 
treating his knee with elec- 
trical stimulation and ice and 
bolding back on practice. 

“By next match, it should 
be ltiO per cent,” he added. 

Earlier, Stefan Edberg 
made the first big farewell of 
bis farewell tour. 

Edberg. a former No. 1 
player and now a veteran two 
days shy of age 30 bowed ont 
of the Australian Open in the 
second round after' saving 
two match points. 

If age has slowed Edberg, 
who plans to retire at the end 
of the year, a nagging groin 
injury didn’t seem to hinder 
women’s co-No. 1 Monica 
Seles. 


While Edberg struggled 
through his second five-set 
match in two days, losing 6-4, 
2-6, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 to French 
qualifier Jean-Philippe Fleu- 
nan in just under three 
hours, Seles disposed of 
Katarina Studeqikoyq of Slo- 
vakia 6-1, 6-1 in 51 minutes. 

Another famous nanie're- 
turned to prominence. Pat- 
rick McEnroe, younger 
brother of former No. 1 
John, overcame a miserable 
start to upset No. 14 Andrei 
Medvedev of Ukraine 0-6, 
2-6, 6-3, 6-2. The younger 
McEnroe, ranked No. 57, 
was a semi finalist here in 
1991. 

Another casualty among 
seeded players included No. 
9 Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa, who was hampered 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, salon, dining room, balcony, 
telephone, satellite, independent central heating. 
Location: Shmeisani. . 

Please call Tel: 671424 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1 . First one is located in Abdoun and consists of 
two bedrooms, two bathrooms, L-shaped salon, 
telephone, separate entrance with a big garden 
and separate central heating. 

2. Second apartment is located in Shmeisani, 
Tyche Hotel Street. It consists of three bedrooms 
(one master bedroom with bathroom and dressing 
area), big L-shaped salon, two glassed-in 
verandas, maid's room, separate central heating 
and telephone. 

For more information please call Tel. 816345 or 816295 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

A lending Jordanian book company is looking 
for a dynamic, self motivated sales 
representative with the following qualifications:- 

1 lniv& siUj degree ii i bi tsiness. t marketing 
or related fields. 

2 years &.p& iei ice. 

’ Jluencu it 7 Arabic c£ Enalisl i. 

* Age 25 -35. 

Knowledge of educational institutions in 
Jordan preferable. 

Please send CV to Jax #: 699119 
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18 worm 
takes 


iTi- -.*ff R 


Gabriels Sabatini of Argentina 
by a hamstring injury-in a 6-1, 
6-3, 6-0 loss to Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia. 

No. 3 Muster- advanced to 
the third round with a 64, 
6-4, 1-6, 7-6 (7-4) victory over 
Javier Frana of Argentina, 
and No. 5 Michael Chang 
breezed past Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland 6-1, 6-3, 6-3. 

Women’s No. 3 Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, a finalist 
last year in three Grand 
Slams but a winner in none, 
beat Germany's Barbara 
Rittner 6-3, 6-2 in a second- 
round match. 


waves to the crowd after her Australian Open match/ 
his racket. He said later a Naoko Sawamatsu of.Iapan^ .' 
penalty poifit coaid end. up and two Americ J 
swinging a .close , match'. . 7 ., Jr I$p- r 9 MazyJ[qe u 
Tarango, still on probation, anti No. 13 C&s ' 




after paying S28.256 for the^''/ > , i Slbatini / \ 

Wimbledon incident, said; “f m 
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CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD ' 


Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 
in 

Goldeneye 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:05, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 

POCAHONTAS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5 p.m. 

Sylvester Stallone.... in 

JUDGE DREDD 

Shows: 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “1" 

* ACE VENTURA "2" 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2* 

* Batman Forever 

Shows: 3:30 

* DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 5:30 


Edberg, whose six Grand 
Slam titles include Australian 
Open triumphs in 1985 and 
1987, has fallen from No. 1 in 
1990-91 to No. 31 in the 
rankings. 

But no one has matched his 
durability. This was his 51st 
consecutive Grand Slam 
tournament — the most 
among active players. He 
also has played the most five- 
set matches among them, 
with a record of 26-19. 

The ovation at the end of 
today's match, he said, “felt 
good in one way and bad in 
one way because I still lost 
the match, but at the same 
time you feel good about all 
the support that I had.” 

Fleurian. ranked 133rd in 
the world, almost didn't 
make it through the qual- 
ifying round. 

“I knew that everybody 
would be for Stefan,” Fleu- 
rian said. “This is his last 
Australian Open, and he is 
such a gentleman. But that 
didn't mean they were 
against me. That’s a big dif- 
ference.” 

“Gentleman” wasn't the 
word being used at the match 
between No. 8 Jim Courier 
and fellow American Jeff 
Tarango. notorious for out- 
raging the tennis establish-, 
ment by walking out of a 
match at Wimbledon last 
year, securing an umpire of 
corruption. 

Both say they are friends 
off court, but Tarango was 
shouting at the umpire, trying 
to have Courier penalised for 
foul language and throwing 


am restraining myself, and it 
would be very relaxing for me 
to know that I can throw my 
racket.” 

Courier, the 1992 and 1993 
champion here, rebounded 
from 1-4 in the third set and 
won 7-5, 6-7 (7-2), 6-4, 6-3 in 
3 hours, 22 minutes. He said 
the outbursts of Tarango, a 
“marked man,” didn't bother 
him. 

Also advancing to the third 
round were No. 6 Gabriela 
Sabatini of Argentina, No. 7 
Iva Majoli of Croatia, No. 15 


of Slovakia 6-4, 6-3ri_. . 


Majoli beat American Lor'*" 
McNc “ ' — “' J “ 




foil 6-3, 6-2; Fe; 
beat Maria- Antonio. SancliK ^ 
Lorenzo of Spain 6-2, 60 
Rubin beat Tina Krizan ‘ 
Slovenia 6-7 (7-3), 6-2, 6-3 J; - 
Advancing - among. menV^V : ~ 
seeds were No. 11 Richarc" *--‘r 

Krajicek of the Netherlan6 

and No. 15 Todd Martin- 

Krajicek beat Erederik. Fet 
teriein of Denmark 6-2. 64 - — 

64 and Martin Struggled pas- 

fellow American Richey Re f.rp 
neberg 6-2, 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (7^^ • 
5). ; 
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Memories mingle with hope 
as Sawamatsu moves ahead 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
One year ago, Japan's Naoko 
Sawamatsu played and won a 
first-round match at the Au- 
stralian Open relying on pure 
emotion and instinct only 
hours after learning that her 
family's home in Kobe had 
been destroyed in the great 
Kansai earthquake. 

On Wednesday, 365 days 
later, the 15th seed shrugged 
off fading bad memories of 
the disaster and moved into 
the third round of the first 
Grand Slam of the year by 
beating Linda Wild of the 
United States 64. 6-3. 

“Today I looked at the 
calendar and saw that it was 
January 17,” said Sawamat- 
su, whose victory at Flinders 
Park thrusts her into a re- 
match of the contest she won 
last year, the morning after 
the quake, against compat- 
riot Ai Sugiyama. Sawamatsu 
is hoping to move farther 
ahead this year than she did 
in 1995. when she set a ben- 
chmark at major events for 
Japanese women by reaching 
the quarterfinal stage. 

The 23-year-old from 
Nishinomiya has moved on 
since the day of the earth- 
quake. Her family — none of 
whom were injured in the 


tragedy that killed at leas;' 
5,000 — has moved across 
the hay from Kobe to Isafcf 
to try to construct a new life. 1 ' • 
Sawamatsu now rents, a flai 
in Tokyo as a base for her 
tennis travels on the WTA 
Tour. 


She comes from a tennis”, 
dynasty: her aunt Kazukc . 
and her mother Junkio broke 1 
ground for Japan in 1971 
when they readied the - dou- v 
bles quarterfinals at Wfinble - 
don, losing to Billie /ear" 
King and Rosie Casals. Kazu 
ko went on to win a Wimble 
don women's doubles, titk 
five years later with-, anm 
Kiyomura. 

As time heals mental am 
emotional wounds caused b; ; 
the earthquake tragedy-. 
Sawamatsu 's hopes for tennis 
in 1996 are growing. _ 

“I was in shock from wha 
had happened. I also fel 
quilty because I was able u 
play tennis while there’ wtes ' 
much suffering going on 
home. 



‘I fed so sorry for 
families of those wlio- die* 


r 


.uimmivj uivav - 

and for people who Iti6tthei<. 

The world No. 17 willhavi' t 
' Bit , l 


to do quite - well to beat he, , 
1995 performance. ' 1 J 1 ' 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 

CINEMA/ TEL: 618274 - 618275 


The popular star Nadia Al Jundi. 
Farouq Fishawi. 
and Mahmoud Hamida in 

The Woman that Shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

Show; 630, S3 0. 1030 

‘ The Cion King 

- Show: 1230, 3:30, 5 



Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 
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■s: 


Theplay 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisatior 


Shows: 8:30 p.m. • 
For reservation call 625155 
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A 



semis 

ANAHEIM (R) — The United 
States beat El Salvador 2-0 
on Tuesday to reach the 
semifinal of the CONCACAF 
Gold. Cup and set up a dash 
With Brazil. 

The other semi-final, on 
Friday, will match Group B. 
winners Mexico with Guate- 
mala, the best second-placed 
team m the tournament, who 
beat St. Vincent and the Gre- 
nadines 3-0 in an earlier 
match Tuesday. 

. The U.S. match-up against 
Brazil in- Los Angeles Thurs- 
day will give die Americans a 
chance to avenge two recent 
1-0 defeats to the reigning 
world champions — in the 
second round of the 1994 
World Cup and in the semi- 
final of last year's Copa 
America. 

The Americans, who beat 
Trinidad and Tobago 3-2 in 
their other first-round match 
on Saturday, dominated the 
first half on a rain-slicked 
patch in front of a huge 52,000 
crowd of mostly Salvadorean 
fens. But despite having most 
of the possesion, they could 
not break through. 

.Brie Wynalda finally broke 
the deadlock m the 18th mi- 
nute of the second half when 
a -shot by John Harkes was 
Mocked in the box. The ball 
broke loose to Wynalda, who 
chipped it delicately over 
goalkeeper Raul Garcia. The 
goal was Wynalda's 21st for 



Eduardo Acevedo of the 
team (right) gets his knee into the ball as he 
battles SL Vmcent-Grenadines Andre Hinds 


the United States, tying him 
with Bruce Murray as all- 
time goalscoring leader for 
the national team. 

Midfielder Gaudio Reyne 


came on as a substitute in the 
75th minute and with his first 
touch passed to Alexi La l as 
whose low cross from the left 
was touched home by Mar- 


(leftj in the first half of their CONCACAF 
Gold Cnp match in Anaheim, Ca. (Reuters 
photo) 

cello Balboa to put the 
Americans 2-0 ahead. 

El Salvador had beaten 
Trinidad 3-2 in its previous 
first-round game. 


U-18 women’s basketball team 
takes on Jazireh today 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's first Under-18 women’s national 
basketball team Friday play the first of their matches since 
being regrouped at the beginning of the month. 

The new team 'will play the Kingdom’s reigning cham- 
pions A1 Jazireh in the first of three friendly matches that 
will give their coach a chance to test their skills and narrow 
down the number of players to 15. 

Jordanian 1 


It is the first time in. 


basketball that a women’s 
The Jordan Basketball 


Under-18 team is regrouped. 

Federation (JBF) initiated the idea late last year hoping to 
start a junior team by participating in the 13th Asian Junior 
Women’s Championship due to be held in Bangkok, 
Thailand April 21-28. 

After over 35 players attended practice for the past two 
weeks, the JBF Wednesday announced the names of an 


initial lineup of 20 players which would be reduced to 15 
next month before a final lineup is chosen prior to the 
competition. 

The players mostly represent Ahli, Orthodcnti and 
Jazireh dubs. They are Samar Makusi, Nadine Kishkesh, 
Maryam Ta’ani, Ran da Sayegh, Zina Farah, Haia Ghattas, 
Natasha Abatha^ Lubna Masri, Samar Banna, Yara Kheir, 
Tala Fakhouri, Hiba Muheisen, . Ruwa Ffijazi. Sirsa 
Abatha, Safe Sabouri, Azza Nabulsi, Ellen Shaddad, 
Anoud Sroujieh, Lama Abu Judum and Dana Dalial. 

The JBF seems intent on reviving women’s basketball in 
the country. Last year the senior women's national team 
was regrouped after a 12-year absence. The team took part 
in the 16th Asian Basketball Championship in Shizuoka, 
Japan in July 1995 becoming the first and only Arab team 
to do so. 
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EACH JUNE IN ITS TIME 


Both vulnerable. South deals 
NORTH 
*K4 
■3KQ3 
087642 
*QI04 

WEST EAST 

A J 10 9 8 6 A Q 7 3 2 

CJ72 01096 

OQ 0KJ10 

* A 9 8 3 *765 

SOUTH 
aA5 
. 7 A 85 4 
OA85S 
*KJ2 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1NT Pom 3NT Pawn 
Pdm Pm 

Opening lead: Jack of A 
When you have more than one 
c h an ce to fulfill your contract, con- 
sider the situation carefully. Timing 
might dictate which you should 
attmpt first. 

This deal cropped up in a team 
match. Both sides rescued the nor- 
mal three no trump contract in 
quick time. Both declarers received 
the opening lead of the jack of 
spades. Declarer’s dilemma is to 


assure nine tricks while giving up 
the lead only once, since the defend- 
ers will knock out the remaining 
spade stopper as soon as they gain 
. the lead. 

There are only six fast tricks 
available. The obvious way to 
increase that total to nine is to hope 
th3i diamonds divide 2-2, a line 
that is against the odds. One 
declarer looked no further. Unfortu- 
nately, the suit split 2-1. so the 
defenders came to three spade 
tricks, two diamonds and the ace of 
dubs. 

At the other table declarer dug 
deeper into the position, and came 
up with another line, the corner- 
stone of which was to find hearts 3- 
3. That was even more against the 
odds than the 2-2 diamond split, 
but the beauty of it was that the lie 
of the heart suit could be tested at 
no cost! 

When everyone followed to three 
rounds of hearts, declarer simply 
forced out the ace of clubs. That 
assured two spade tricks, four 
hearts, one diamond and two clubs. 
What if hearts didn’t break? Declar- 
er would simply have fallen back on 
an even split in diamonds as the 
only hope to rescue the contract. 


VW Multi van 9/92, 110 HP, 165 km/h, 

2500 cc injection, 48000 km, white, 6 seats, 
table, rotatable chair, fridge, rear seats 
changeable to bed, ideal for families and 
camping only JD 13,500. duty unpaid. 
v 682402 after 6 p.m. or fax 683402 
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Banned 
Schuster 
wins right 
to train 

LEVERKUSEN (AFP) — 
Former German internation- 
al Bemd Schuster won the 
tight Tuesday to resume 
training with his club Bayer 
Leverkusen, who suspended 
him in November for below- 
par performances. 

■ The controversial player, 
formerly of Barcelona and 
both the big Madrid clubs^ 
had threatened to sue the 
dub for damaging his reputa- 
tion before judges ordered 
Bayer to allow him to restart 
training or face a $ 500 , 000 - 
mark ($350,000) fine. 

"We accept this judge- 
ment, but we do not wish to 
welcome Schuster back,'] 
said club spokesman Uli 
Dost. 



Arab Life & Accident Insurance Co. 
is seeking to employ a FEMALE MANAGER for its " Female 
Branch " located in west Amman - Swefieh area 

Potential candidates must have a university degree, possess 
a strong personality and leadership qualities. American & British 
ladies who reside in Amman are welcome to apply. 


Interested candidates should call in person to our main 
office - Shmeisani area - Opposite Ambassador Hotel 

Tel: 693180 


African Nations Cup 


Egypt, Cameroon clash today 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Ruud Kro), coach of 
three-times winners Egypt, 
on Wednesday warned his 
players of complacency- 
against Cameroon in Thurs- 
day’s Group A African Na- 
tions Cup match here. 

Krol. who played for Hol- 
land in both the 1974 and 
1978 World Cup finals, had 
no doubts Cameroon would 
be a different proposition af- 
ter losing 3-0 to South Africa 
on Saturday. 

“Cameroon are wounded, 
and a wounded animaJ is 
always dangerous.” Krol 
said. 

Krol. who moved in above 
national coach Mohsen Saleh 
after guiding Egypt's under- 
23 side to the All-Africa 
Games gold medal in 
September,- was aware the 
west African country was ill- 
prepared for their first 
matdi. 

Cameroon, who have a his- 
tory of squabbles with their 
federation, did not get flight 
tickets till late, lost a night's 
sleep over a flight delay, and 
had problems with training 
arrangements. 

Krol added they would be 
much fresher and tougher 
opponents this time. 

Egypt and Cameroon have 
kept a low-profile since arriv- 
ing at the same hotel about 
10km from the centre of 
Johannesburg. 

Cameroon and Egypt 
clashed in three consecutive 
tournaments from 1984 with 
-honours even, although 
legend has it that a govern- 
ment minister pleaded with 
his Lions to miss penalties in 
the 1986 final lest the Cairo 
crowd riot. 

Egypt won the shootout 
5-4, foiling Cameroon's 
hopes of becoming the first 
nation since Ghana in 1965 to 
successfully defend 'a cup 
which carries no prize money 
but whose value is inestim- 
able. 

Liberia win 1st ever match 

Liberia could consider 
themselves a shade lucky to 
beat Gabon 2-1 in their first 
ever match in the African 
Nations Cup finals. 

Kelvin Sebwe scored an 
early penalty and Massa San- 
added another for Liberia 
nine minutes after the break, 
before Guy-Roger Nzeng hit 
a spectacular freekick goal 
for Gabon five minutes later. 

Gabon had only them- 
selves and the woodwork to 


blame for not gening at least 
a share of the points in this 
Group C match as they threw 
extra men into attack all 
through the second half. 

FIFA world player of the 
year George Weah was 
generally subdued in the mid- 
field for Liberia and it was 
striker James Debbah who 
showed the way to goal with 
his incisive runs. 

Liberia got off to a dream 
start with the quickest goal 
and first penalty of the finals 
when Weah was bundled 
down in the area by midfiel- 
der Pierre-Francois Aubame- 
Eyang and Sebwe duly converted 
from the the spot. 

This setback did not deter 
the Azingo who pressured 
the shaky Liberian defence 
with Jonas Ogandaga and 
Guy-Roger Nzamba on the 
left, and captain Etienne 
Kassa-Ngoma and Jean- 
Martin Mouloungui on the 
right giving Liberian central 
defenders Jenkins Cooper 
and Henry Beeto a hard 
time. 

Aubame-Eyang almost* 
made amends for his blunder 
in the J2th minute when he 
had a header cleared off the 
line by Cooper and effort 
with his head saved by Libe- 
rian goalkeeper Anthony 
Tokpah on the line just be- 
fore half-time. 

Liberia scored again in the 
54th minute when a Sebwe 
dummy gave him the space to 
set up Joe Nagbe on the 
right. 

Nagbe crossed accurately 
to Sarr who easily sidefooted 
past goalkeeper Germain 
Mendome. 

But Gabon threw extra 
men into attack and were 
rewarded within five minutes 
when defender Nzeng blasted 
a 25-yard freekick past Tok- 
pah to reduce the leeway. 

Gabon's territorial super- 
iority was underlined by sta- 
tistics which showed they had 
seven shots on target to 
Liberia's four and forced five- 
corners to Liberia's one. 

Both sides used substitutes 
as the pace of the game began 
to tell as Liberia held on 
grimly to the end — Tdkpah 
denying a brilliant effort from- 
substitute Aurelien Bekogo- 
Zolo in injury time. 

CAF not concerned with 
low attendance 

The African Football Fed- 
eration (CAF) denied the low 
turnout for matches so far at 
the January 13 to February 3 


African Nations Cup in South 
Africa would hinder their 
chances of hosting the 2006 
World Cup. 

. There were about 80,000 
spectators watching South 
Africa beat Cameroon in 
Johannesburg in the opening 
game, but the other six games 
so far have not reached half 
that figure. 

South African federation 
executive president and Afri- 
can Federation (CAF) mem- 
ber Solomon Morewa said on 
Wednesday he was shocked 
by the poor crowds, but was 
adamant this would not affect 
South Africa’s chances of 
hosting the 2006 World Cup. 

Morewa said: “A World 
Cup is very different from, 
this event.’ There will be 
thousands of fans with the 
money to travel to various 
stadiums to watch the games. 
Lack of money means people 
here have problems doing 
that. 

“I see no reason why this 
vould affect our chances of 
naving the 2006 World Cup.'' 

He added the tournament 
had been very well marketed, 
but believed South Africa’s 
long isolation from world 
football meant people in this 
country had not nurtured in- 
terest in many of the other 
African sides. 

Last week. South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
agreed to bid for the 2006 
World Cup finals after being 
urged to do so by FIFA presi- 
dent. Joao Havelange. 

African Cup diary 

A biffioB tdevUni viewers: 
The African Nations Cap 
from Jan. 13 to Feb. 3 is 
expected to attract more than 
a billion television viewers. 
This impressive figure is due 
to the approximately 34 mil- 
lion televisions on the conti- 
nent, the increase in the num- 
ber of teams from 12 to 16(15 . 
since Nigeria withdrew), and 
because it is being held in 
South Africa, the most de- 
veloped African country. 

Record-breaking book on fin- 
als: A book of the 1996 Afri- 
can Nations Cup will be pub- 
lished after the Feb. 3 final. 
Publisher Royston Lamond 
was aiming to equal his re- 
cord of having the book on 
the streets just 24 hours after 
the three-week tournament. 
The book be published on the 
Rugby World Cup,, when the 
Springboks won the final at 
Ellis Park last year, was com- 


pleted just a day after their 
emotional victory and is in 
the Guinness book of re- 
cords. 

Sontfi Africa asked to host All 
Africa Games: South Africa, 
who are currently hosting 
football’s African Nations 
Cup, have been officially 
asked by the Supreme Coun- 
cil for Sports in Africa to host 
the 1999 All Africa Games. 
South Africa made their first 
appearance in the Games fa 
September in Zimbabwe 
when they topped the medals 
table ahead of Egypt. ! 

Kurtz aims for quarter-finals: 
Ismael Kurtz, Ghana's Brazi- 
lian coach, refused to look 
further than qualifying for 
the last eight of the African 
Nations Cup, despite their 
rousing 2-0 victory over Ivory 
Coast on Sunday with spec- 
tacular goals from both Abe- 
di Pele and Tony Yeboah. 

. Kurtz said after their 
Group D matdi: “Our first 
priority is to get into the last 
eight. To get the early win- 
under our belts was extreme- - 
2y important, not only for the 
team, but for the whole of 
Ghana.” 

It was Ghana’s first victory 
over Ivory Coast in this eveut 
since 1970. However Kurtz* 
refused to say it was Yoboah 
and Pele who won the match. 
“It was a fine team effort that 
won this match for us. But 
now our concentration turns 
to Tunisia.” That match is at- 
Port Elizabeth on Friday. 

Pert Elizabeth goes loko: Port 
Elizabeth's Boet Erasmus 
stdium, where Gbana beat 
Ivory Coast, has an nnusual 
and impressive bar where 
supporters at the 34,000- 
capacity stadium can get their 
refreshments. An old-style 
train, complete with three 
railway cars behind it, is situ- 
ated at the top of the sta- 
dium, opposite the main 
stand. 

Food for thought: South Afri- 
ca are having specially 
prepared-meals Cup. to keep 
them in peak fitness. Squad 
physician Victor 
Ramathesele revealed fop 
nutritionist has been taken on 
board to improve their per- 
formance. “They are eating a 
lot of bread rolls, potatoes, 
fruit juices, energy drinks, 
and chocolate bars — but not 
fat,” Ramathesete said. He is 
also ensuring they drink plen- 
ty of water. 


Job opportunity 



Two National Sales Managers 

Reporting directly to the General Manager. 

The position requires the candidate to: 

• Control and manage the field sales operations of the divisional sales team, 
Kingdomwide. 

• Achieve divisional budget targets for sales revenues, volumes, operational 
expesnes, profit, distribution and products mix. 

• Secure GTC's distributor status by developing long term partnerships with major 
principlas. 

The candidate will 

• Formulate (with marketing), agree (with Genera! Manager) and implement 
annual divisional marketing plan. 

• . Provide leadership, support and example to the Branch Sales Teams by 
frequent accompanied visits to customers Kingdomwide. 

• Work out a strategy for business development (In conjunction with General 
Manager) and ensure its successful implementation. 

• Use (in conjunction witl^the Finance Manager) Stock 'Management Review 
Systems to control divisional inventory. 

Applicants should be University graduates preferably with a specialization in 
f.m.c.g. Snack Food and Biscuits with minimum 8 years of experience. 
Candidates should be between 28 • 35 years with good command of Arabic and 
English Languages. . 

Attractive salary plus bonus (depending on achievment) with allowance plus car 
loan for purchase. Housing and Medical are provided. 

Interested applicants please send C.V. to P.O.Box 95038 
or Fax 678960, Att RT 96 
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Peace with Syria possible this 
year but not assured - Peres 

Israel says it is encouraged by 'new seriousness ' in 
Syrian approach, but deal not easy because of issues 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AN ISRAEU-SYRIAN 
peace agreement is posable 
m 1996 although not assured, 
but there is a new and dear 
seriousness in the Syrian 
approach to peace negotia- 
tions, Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres has said. 

Mr. Peres also conceded 
that there could not be any 
movement in the Lebanese- 
Israeli track before substan- 
tial progress is made on the 
Syrian front. 

The new Syrian serious- 
ness, Mr. Peres said, was 
evident in the fresh round of 
negotiations that started in 
Wye Plantation, Maryland, 
in December, with the Sy- 
rians not attaching any condi- 
tions to the talks. 

The prime minister, in an 
interview with the Jordan 
Times at his office in West 
Jerusalem on Monday, 
evaded direct comment on 
his options on parliamentary 
elections but said his govern- 
ment needed a mandate from 
the people regardless of the 
direction of the negotiations 
with Syria. 

Mr. Peres brushed aside 
Palestinian charges that 
Israel was behind the killing 
of Hamas activist Yahya 
Ayyash, but declined to deny 
or acknowledge whether the 


charge was true. 

The prime minister also 
reserved comment on Israel’s 
options if Iran develops nuc- 
lear weapons, as reported in 
the press, but said the Arab 
countries in the Gulf should 
be more worried about the 
Islamic republic's plans. 

Countries like Iran, Iraq, 
and Libya are not a problem 
limited to Israel but for the 
entire region, he said. 

following is a trans- ■ 
cript of the interview in a 
question and answer format: 

Question: U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
has obviously broken new 
ground in the Syrian-Israeli 
track in his latest shuttle. 
How realistic is the stated 
objective of arriving at a 
peace accord in 1996? 

Answer: I think it is possi- 
ble but not assured. The 
reason is the seriousness of 
the questions that we have to 
solve. There are many impor- 
tant issues that have to be 
considered very carefully. 
We are trying very much to 
do so. But we are working 
without any stopper in our 
bands. We are ready to move 
ahead. We have noticed a 
change of mood and mind on 
the Syrian side and hope it 
will continue. 

Q: Does it mean that you 
have found a new seriousness 


in the Syrian approach after 
the assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin? 

A: I will not connect it with 
the assassination of the prime 
minister, but there is dearly a 
new seriousness in the Syrian 
approach. 

For example in the Mary- 
land meeting, there wasn’t an 
exchange of conditions. It 
was not a shooting game. It 
was really an introduction of 
many ideas that both sides- 
.sought to check carefully. 
The art of negotiating is not 
to take in all the conditions 
and try to force the other 
party to accept them, but to 
be innovative, to be creative 
in terms of revolutionary 
ideas. We could sense the 
beginning of it at the talks in 
Wye Plantation and it was 
continued. Now the visit of 
tile secretary. There is an 
entirely new approach, more 
open, more candid and this 
holds out good promises for 
the negotiations. 

Q: Does it also mean that 
the Syrian state of mind is 
more conducive to accepting 
an upgrading of the negotia- 
tions, perhaps high-level 
meetings? 

A: I think it is today more 
open. It is not yet concluded, 
but it is more open. 

Q: There are conflicting 
reports on your options on 
Israeli elections. Do yon 


think an achievement on the 
Syrian front mil have an im- 
pact on your options? 

A: One must understand 
something. Our system 
guarantees elections. We 
shall ask the Israeli public to 
vote. If we should not con- 
dude our negotiations, we 
shall ask the Israeli public for 
mandate to continue. We 
need a mandate anyway. If 
the negotiations go very far, 
we shah ask for a mandate for 
approval. If we shall not go 
long enough, we shall ask for 
a mandate to continue. It 
does not matter much. 

By law we are going to 
1 have elections on Oct. 29. 
The difference is only a few 
months. It doesn’t matter 
very much. It is not a revolu- 
tionary change. It is not a 
difference of years, not even 
one year. 

Q: Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi bas repeatedly said he 
was ready to send the 
Lebanese army to take 
charge of security in South 
Lebanon if Israel withdrew 
from the area. There has 
been no Israeli response to 
the call. Why? 

A: There was no need be- 
cause we know for sure we 
cannot start with the 
Lebanese separate negotia- 
tions. The negotiations with 
Lebanon can be started only 
* (Continued on page 71 
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ARAFAT CHALLENGER: Samih Khalil (centre), 73, the only challenger to 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Saturday’s elections to a president and council 
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for Palestinian self-rule in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, arrives at an election 
meeting in Jerusalem (see related stories on page one and page two) 


Bahrain says restoration of 
parliament at its own time 


Israeli army quits Abu Dis HQ 


ABU DIS (AFP) — Israeli 
soldiers withdrew un-‘ 
announced from their head- 
quarters in this town on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem on 
Wednesday, prompting 
celebrations that quickly re- 
sembled a campaign rally for 
supporters of Yasser Arafat. 

The headquarters, perched 
on a hilltop with a clear view 
of Jerusalem's A1 Aqsa mos- 
que, was set up after the start 
of the 1987-1993 Palestinian 
uprising and became widely 
reviled as a symbol of milit- 
ary occupation. 

The evacuation took place 
just three days before elec- 
tions to an 88-member self- 
rule council which have been 
punctuated by candidate 
vows to establish East Jeru- 
salem as a Palestinian capital. 

Ahmad Qouriea, the chief 
Palestinian negotiator and a 
top Arafat adviser, lives in 
Abu Dis and his campaign 
posters appeared on the for- 
mer Israeli military head- 
quarters soon after the blue- 
and-white flag came down. 

Mr. Qouriea and other 
pro*Arafat candidates 


streamed to the building and 
depicted its evacuation as a 
major gain, while playing 
down the fact that Israeli 
troops are still allowed to 
enter Abu Dis and no Palesti- 
nian police have arrived 
there. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said the building was being 
turned over to the self-rule 
authority to use for civil 
administration activities. 

Mr. Qouriea. smiling and 
shaking hands, pointed to the 
Israeli move as evidence that 
the Oslo agreement on li- 
mited Palestinian self-rule is 
eliciting tangible gains for 
Palestinians. 

“The significance of this 
withdrawal is that (Abu Dis) 
is the closest point to Jero-r 
salem, where you can see 
Jerusalem and A1 Aqsa Mos- 
que," he said. 

“The last step in the rede- 
ployment has been com- 
pleted” be said, referring to 
the withdrawal of Israeli sol- 
diers from six main West 
Bank towns and more than 
450 villages, which began in 
late November. 


He urged the crowd not to 
miss their chance to go to the 
polls on Saturday. “Show the 
world we are a civilised peo- 
ple that wants peace and 
wants to build democracy,” 
he said. 

The Israeli spokesman said 
that no uniformed Palestinian 
police would be deployed im- 
mediately in Abu Dis, nes- 
tled up against the Mount of 
Olives, and that security 
there remained under Israeli 
control. 

Jerusalem’s right-wing 
mayor has accused the gov- 
ernment of holding secret 
talks on the future status of 
Jerusalem. 

“The negotiations are sup- 
posed to start in May, but 
they have already begun," 
Ehud Olmert said Tuesday in 
parliament. 

Mr. Olmert said Israeli 
professors Yair Hirschfeld 
and Ron Pundak, who laid 
the groundwork for the initial 
Israel-Palestinian accord in 
1993, have been holding talks 
with Palestinians in Europe, 
and are formulating princi- 
ples for negotiations on Jeru- 


salem. 

Lsraeli-Palestinian talks on 
the Anal status of Jerusalem 
are supposed to start in May. 

Mr. Olmert complained 
that allowing Palestinian resi- 
dents of Jerusalem to run and 
vote in Saturday's elections 
will compromise Israel's 
claim to East Jerusalem. . 

“Jerusalem residents voted 
in the elections, Jerusalem 
residents were elected in the 
elections, Jerusalem is a vot- 
ing centre, Jerusalem repre- 
sentatives are part of the 
Palestinian Authority, no?” 
he asked. 

“What will they say — 
they'll say that they agreed to 
all these things and that East 
Jerusalem is not part of a 
Palestinian state, is not part 
of a Palestinian framework, is 
not a central integral part of a 
Palestinian district that we 
helped establish?” 

Mr. Olmert said Yossi 
Beilin, the top police advisor 
to Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, was overseeing the 
talks for the government, and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Non-aligned nations 
seek U.N. resolution 
censuring Khartoum 


Deputies assail Ethiopian 
'aggression' against Sudan 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Security Council 
members voted unanimously 
'Tuesday to condemn Sudan 
for not extraditing three 
alleged extremists linked to a 
plot to kill Egyptian Presi- 
■ dent Hosni Mubarak. 

After the end of closed- 
door sessions by the 15- 
member council, this month's 
council president, John Wes- 
ton of Britain, said some 
members envisioned further 
action including a resolution 
against Sudan. 

Diplomats -reported that 
Botswana was leading the 
non-aligned nations in a dis- 
cussion of a text. Mr. Weston 
himself met with Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Ali Osman 
Mohammad Taha to com- 
plain about armed incursions 
into Ethjopia. 

Ethiopia, which sought an 
emergency meeting of the 
council is seeking the extradi- 
tion three people allegedly 
linked to group that tried to 
kill Mr. Mubarak last June 
when he landed in Ethiopia 
for a summit of the Organisa- 
tion for African Unity. 

“There is a feeling that, so 
-far as Sudan is concerned, 
there is perhaps more to be 
done in terms of complying 
with the requests of die Orga- 
nisation or African Unity 
(OAU) for the extradition of 
the three suspects, who are 
drought to be in Sudan,” Mr. 
Weston said. 

Council members also felt 
there was nothing inconsis- 
tent about the OAU still 
dealing with the issue while it 


was also taken up by the 
U.N. body, as requested by 
Ethiopia. 

“In a sense, the council’s 
efforts are designed to rein- 
force those of the OAU,” 
Mr. Weston said, adding that 
some council members were 
already preparing a possible 
resolution. 

The council would return 
to the issue, depending on 
the nature of Sudan's re- 
sponse, he added. 

A draft resolution envoys 
said Egypt was circulating 
among non-aligned council 
members would condemn the 
assassination attempt and call 
on Sudan to hand over the 
suspects to Ethiopia for pros- 
pecution. 

It requests Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali to 
seek cooperation with the 
Sudanese government and re- 
port back to the Security 
Council. The document has 
not yet been introduced to 
the foil council. 

■Regarding a Sudanese re- 
quest for a Security Council 
meeting to deal with alleged 
cross-border aggression by 
Ethiopia, Mr. Weston said 
the council was seeking more 
information through the 
U.N. secretariat and the 
OA(J. 

He said he would also see 
the two countries' ambassa- 
dors and “appeal ro them to 
resolve this difference ... 
peacefully and bilaterally. 
“The council would revert to 
the issue when it had more 
information. 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
on Wednesday denounced 
what they described as Ethio- 
pian aggression against 
Sudan and called on the gov- 
ernment to condemn it. 

“Despite all attempts to 
contain the situation politi- 
cally and diplomatically, the 
Ethiopian government insists 
on pulling Sudan to a battle it 
does not want,” said Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) Deputy 
Suleiman Sa’ad on behalf of 
the 17-member IAF block in 

the Parliament. “We propose 

that your respectable House 
issue a statement expressing 
its total solidarity with Sudan 
and condemning the persis- 
tent Ethiopian aggression 
that is backed up by arrogant 
international forces and their 
agents in the region." 

The House agreed to Mr. 
Sa'ad's proposal to issue a 
statement in this regard. Mr. 
Sa’ad also called on the gov- 
ernment to take a stand on 
the issue. 

“The government should 
condemn the sinful aggres- 
sion and start contacts with 
all Arab, Muslim and inter- 
national organisations to sup- 
port Sudan and use Jordanian 
diplomacy to end the war 
between Sudan and 
Ethiopia,” he said. 

There was no immediate 
reply from the government 
during the session. 

The IAF statement also 
charged that Ethiopian 
moves against Sudan were 
instigated by “outside forces" 
as well as Arab countries. 

“We believe that 


Ethiopia’s aggressive moves 
towards brotherly Sudan do 
not come out of a vacuum. It 
is part and parcel of a con- 
spiracy against Sudan led by 
Zionist and arrogant interna- 
tional forces," the statement 
said. 

“We believe there are 
Arab forces helping the 
Ethiopian regime in its 
aggression against Sudan and 
its people. Our Islamic and 
Arab convictions warrant 
that a declaration be issued of 
our solidarity with our 
brethren against any aggres- 
sion or conspiracy on its poli- 
tical regime." 

In its session on Wednes- 
day the House also observed 
a minute of silence to mourn 
member Ibrahim Shihdeh, 
who passed away last week 
after a long battle with can- 
cer. Shihdeh was from the 
Baqa’a camp. He died at the 
age of 45. 

At the beginning of the 
session, deputies also tiled 
several complaints, mainly 
over food ration coupons and 
market prices. 

Centrist Deputy Fawwaz 
Zoubi complained of an in- 
crease in customs fees on 
vehicles and called on the > 
government to reschedule 
payment of customs duties in 
instalments to a period of 
three years as it had been the 
case in the past. 

“While Jordanians ^ wel- 
comed the government's de- 
rision to improve the status 
of employees and pensioners 
with the slight increase that 
we all agreed upon appreciat- 
ing the state’s budget, we 
were surprised by the govem- 

l Continued on page 71 


MANAMA (R) — A 
Bahraini minister said that 
any restoration of the coun- 
try’s elected parliament, a. 
key demand of opposition 
groups, would take place 
only when the government 
felt that the time was right. 

“Everything has its time," 
Cabinet Affairs and Informa- 
tion Minister Mohammad 
Ibrahim A1 Mutawae told 
Reuters on Tuesday night 
when asked about the 
chances that parliament 
wonld be restored — a key 
demand of Shiite Muslim 
opposition leaders seeking 
greater representation in the 
government. 

“Once we feel that we 
need it, when it is suitable for 
our society and develop- 
ment," he said in an inter- 
view. 

Shiites make up about 70 
per cent of the 550,000 
population in Bahrain, the 
Gulfs main financial cen- 
tre. 

Anti-government unrest 
broke out in Bahrain in De- 
cember 1994 with demands 
including better access to 
jobs and restoration 'of the- 
parliament dissolved in 1975 
by the Sunni-led government. 

The disturbances eased in 
April but the violence has 
continued, with police using 
teargas and robber bullets to 
quell anti-government pro- 
tests over recent weeks. 

When asked why the par- 
liament was. dissolved, Mr. 

Peres backs 
Lahd against 
arrest bid 

.TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
on Wednesday protested 
against a decision by a Beirut 
military court to issue war- 
rant for the arrest of the 
commander of the Israeli- 
hacked militia in South Leba- 
non. 

The court issued the war- 
rant after Antoine Lahd, 
commander of the 2,500-man 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
did not answer charges of 
high treason. 

“We see this as an insult 
directed against the head of 
the SLA and we will not let 1 
this pass quietly," Mr. Peres 
said after meeting with Mr. 
Lahd. He did not say what 
steps he would take. 

With its decision to prose- 
cute Mr. Lahd, the Lebanese 
government appeared to be 
turning down Israel’s public 
demand that the SLA be 
integrated into the Lebanese 
army as part of an Israeli- 
Lebanese peace settlement. 

Mr. Lahd told Mr. Peres 
that his troops were promot- 
ing Lebanese security in the 
Israeli-run strip in South 
Lebanon. 

“There is no peace without 
the guarantee of the rights, 
future and dignity of the peo- 
ple of die security zone and 
the South Lebanon Army,” 
Mr. Lahd said after the meet- 
ing. 

A spokesman quoted Mr. 
Peres as saying Mr. Lahd was 
“an exceptional military lead- 
er serving in one ef the most 
exposed regions of the Mid- 
dle East.” 

Mr. Peres called the arrest 
warrant against Mr. Lahd “a 
deliberate affront against a 
great Lebanese patriot.” 

The Israeli-equipped SLA 
helps the Israeli army defend 
a self-declared “security 
zone" in southern Lebanon. ■ 

“The Lebanese govern- 
ment would do better to fight 
against terrorism and respect 
(he SLA while studying how 
to integrate the force into its 
national army within the 
framework of an eventual 
peace agreement,” Mr. Peres 
said. 


Mutawae said it “hindered 
the government" but gave no 
details. 

“The constitution remains. 
Only one (constitution) item 
was stopped, the one on par- 
liamentary elections,” he 
said. 

The government says it 
plans to develop wider repre- 
sentation in an appointed 
consultative council and has 
spoken of plans to allow 
municipal councils with grea- 
ter public participation. 

Bahrain has blamed some 
of the violence and unrest on 
what it sees as inflammatory 
political sermons given in 
mosques by some of Shiite 
opposition clerics. 

On Saturday, it called eight 
Shiite opposition leaders to 
the Interior Ministry and told 
(hem to stop using mosques 
to incite violence and for 
political sermons or face legal 
action. 

Since the warning, one of 
them, opposition leader 
Abdul Wahab Hussein, was 
arrested. 

A Bahrain Freedom Move- 
ment statement sent to inter- 
national news agencies said 
he was arrested for giving a 
speech calling for political 
reform through peaceful 
means. 

The contents of the speech 
as reported by die exiled 
opposition group could not 
be independently confirmed. 

Mr. Mutawae said author- 
ities were investigating Mr. 


■-Hussein's case on security- 
related! charges. His “case is a 
security matter, not a politic- 
al matter. They are investi- 
gating.” 

“Different views happen 
everywhere. We don’t try to 
control the people's opinions. 
But when they are used to 
destabilise the society we 
have to stop it,” he said. 

In Bani Jamra village on 
Tuesday, crowds waited out- 
side of the bouse of Sheikh 
Abdul Amir A1 Jamri, a lead- 
ing opposition figure, after he 
was taken to police for ques- 
tioning. 

He returned after about 
two hours to shouts of “with 
our lives and our blood” from 
the gathering, and said the 
talks were “fine” and related 
to Ids sermons in mosques. 

Sheikh Jamri has said the 
opposition was seeking 
through peaceful reform a 
“Western-style elected” par- 
liament with Sunnis. Shiites 
and Khalifas, a reference to 
the ruling family. 

At least 13 civilians were 
killed in the unrest, a figure 
which diplomats say shows 
the authorities have been 
acting with restraint, as well 
as three policemen. They say 
about 2,700 people were 
arrested between December 
1994 and the end of 1995. 

There are no official fi- 
bres for the number of peo- 
ple who remain in jail on 
charges related to the unrest. 


State Duma elects 
Communist speaker 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A com- 
munist was elected to the key 
post of Russian parliamen- 
1 tary speaker Wednesday in a 
tangible sign that resurged 
leftists plan to translate their 
numerical edge in the chant- 
her into real political power. 

Gennady Selezney, 48, a 
former deputy speaker of 
parliament and one-time edi- 
tor of the communist news- 
paper Pravda won 231 votes, 
more than enough for an 
absolute majority in the 450- 
seat State Dome, or lower 
house of parliament. 

Mr. Seleznev's nearest 
challenger, former Speaker 
Ivan Rybltin, who was sup- 
ported by the pro- 
government Our Home is 
Russia bloc, garnered 150 
votes, while Vladimir TuJrin, 
the candidate of the reformist 
bloc Yabloko, took 50. 

Mr. Seleznev’s victory 
shores up the Russian Com- 
munist Party’s ascendancy in 
the Duma, gained at last 
month’s elections in which 
the leftist bloc won 22 per 
cent of the votes and 157 
seats. 

The speaker vote also 
showed that Communist Par- 
ty boss Gennady Zyuganov 
can count on the support of at 
least 41 other independent 
and Agrarian Party deputies, 
boosting the leftist camp’s 
dominance m parliament to 
near the absolute majority of 
226 seats. 

Although the parliamen- 
tary speaker’s powers are li- 
mited by the overall weak 
constitutional status of the 1 
Duma, the speaker is a 
powerful figure in the chain- ' 
her, controlling the political 
agenda and often acting as 
consensus-builder and 
power-broker. 

Mr. Seleznev’s victory 
farther strengthens the com- 
munists' political hand ahead 1 
of June 16 presidential vot- 
ing. 

Mr. Rybkin’s defeat 
moreover represents another 
setback for the government, 
of Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, .which, 


already reeling from its poor 
showing in last month’s 
general election, has been 
forced to ditch two reformist 
ministers in the past two 
weeks. 

On Wednesday, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin was 
considering his options fol- 
lowing the jettisoning Tues- 
day of former First deputy 
Premier Anatoly Chubais, 
who presided over the coun- 
try sweeping privatisation 
programme and economic 
austerity plan. 

Communist Party leader 
Zyuganov said Mr. Chubais’ 
departure from office “indi- 
cates that Boris Yeltsin has 
launched his election cam- 
paign,” Mr. Yeltsin has yet to 
say if he will ran, but is 
expected to. 

Mr. 'Chubais' resignation, 
followed that of former Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev - 
on Jan. 5, and would appear 
to indicate that Mr. Yeltsin 
and Mr. Chernomyrdin are 
anxious to heed the leftist; 
swing in Russian politics and • 
reshape the government - 
accordingly. 

But with Mr. Seleznev in 
•the speaker’s chair, Mr. 
Chenfomyrdin can expect re- 
newed hostility from parlia- 
ment, particularly towards 
the government’s interven- 
tion in Chech enya as well as 
towards a hostage crisis in 
Dagestan which dragged into 
a ninth day Wednesday. 

Mr. Seleznev moved Tues- 
day to make political capital 
out of the bungled Russian 
effort to free the scores of 
hostages held by Chechen re- 
bels in the Caucasus republic, 
reminding: deputies that the 
; Communist Party has consis- 
l tently opposed the govern- 
ment’s intervention in 
Chechenya, which began in' 
December 1994. 

Any hopes meanwhile in 
the nltra-nationalist camp 
that Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty leader Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky could merge as kingmaker 
in the new chamber were 

(Continued on puge 7i 


China seeks help 
to saving tiger 
population 

BEUING (AFP) — China 
has appealed for interna- 
tional help to save tigers in 
the south of the country 
that are threatened with' 
extinction, Xinhua reported 
Wednesday. There used to 
be hundreds of tigers in the 
' highl ands of southern 
China but the population, 
ravaged by poachers, has 
now fallen to only around a 
dozen, and could fall by 
half as much again in the 
near future if no step is 
taken to save them, it said. - 
Chinese experts say that at 
least a hundred tigers are 
needed to stave off extinc- 
tion in the medium-term. 
The official news agency, 
quoting the state environ- 
mental protection agency, 
said China would turn to 
foreign help to gain fund- 
ing and knowledge on arti- 
ficial insemination and 
breeding techniques. At 
present. China's only coop- 
eration agreement with for- 
eign scientists on saving 
the tiger is with Japan, 
which is providing help for 
a project at Chongqing 
Zoo, in southwestern 
Sichuan province. 

Lavish lifestyle 
lands Fergie in 
debt 

LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Duchess of York bas run up 
debts of more than £1 mil- 
lion ($ 1 .5 million) by keep- 
ing up the lavish lifestyle 
she enjoyed as a member of 
the royal family, a tabloid 
newspaper said Wednes- 
day. The duchess, better 
known by her nickname 
Fergie, spent over 
£500,000 ($750,000) last 
year on designer clothes, 
an expensive home, foreign 
holidays and champagne 
parties, *aid the Sun. Her 
income — an allowance 
from her estranged hus- 
band Prince Andrew, royal- 
ties from children's books , 
she wrote and payments for 
appearances in Hello mag- 
azine — was less than half 
that, it said. 

Butler wanted for 
Britain’s Queen 
Mother 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Queen Mother is adverts-- 
ing in a suburban local 
newspaper for a butler 
because she wants to give 
job opportunities to unem- 
ployed men living outside 
London. “Under * butler 
required for royal house- 
hold in London. Please 
apply to comptroller. 
Clarence House,” said the 
advert in the Reading 
Evening Post this week. 
The butler’s tasks will 
include serving food, open- 
ing the door and answering 
the telephone at the 95- 
year-old Queen Mother’s 
London residence. The . 
salary was not disclosed 
and the Queen Mother's ■ 

. spokesman would not ; 
reveal bow many applica- 
tions from the Reading 
area, west of London, had 
been received. 

Probe finds no 
signs of 

. extraterrestrial life 

SAN ANTONIO (R) — 
Scientists said they found 
no signs of extraterrestrial 
life on other planets in the 
first phase of the most 
comprehensive study of its 
kind on the issue, “it is, of 
course, only a start,” • 
phoenix project scientist 
Peter Backus said in a 
■report oh results from a 
year's search of 200 neigh- 
. homing star systems for 
“intelligent” signals. 
Another 800 star systems "! 
will be searched in the next 
few years by observers at' 
the Parkes Radio Telescope- -j 
in .New South Wales# 
Australia, Mr. Backus to'^r 
reporters at a meeting 
San Antonio of the Ait® 
rican Astronomi.f f g 
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